SENATE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1030, 1703, 2092 PRINTER S NO. 2279

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 929 =%

| NTRODUCED BY DENT, BROWNE, BUNT, GEI ST, KING N CKOL, SAYLOR
MAI TLAND, SCHRCDER, STERN, FLEAGLE, VAN HORNE, E. Z. TAYLOR
M COZZI E, RAYMOND, STURLA, MJNDY, FAI RCH LD, ROONEY,
LEVDANSKY, FARGO, MCALL, TIGUE, COY, TRELLO, GANNON,
G Gl OrTl, CLARK, FICHTER, DEMPSEY, GORDNER, EGOLF, ClI VERA,
STABACK, OLASZ, BOSCOLA, BELFANTI, MERRY AND WOGAN,
FEBRUARY 28, 1995

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, JUNE 21, 1995
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 6, 1951 (P.L.69, No.20), entitled "An

act relating to the rights, obligations and liabilities of

| andl ord and tenant and of parties dealing with them and

anmendi ng, revising, changing and consolidating the | aw

relating thereto,” further providing for escrow accounts on

appeals fromcertain judgnents by | ower courts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of April 6, 1951 (P.L.69, No.20), known
as The Landl ord and Tenant Act of 1951, is amended by adding a
section to read:

Section 513. Appeal by Tenant to Conmmon Pl eas Court.--(a)

Every tenant who files an appeal, to a court of commpn pl eas, of

a judgnent of the |lower court involving an action under this act

for the recovery of possession of real property or for rent due

shall deposit with the prothonotary a sum equal to the anpunt of

rent due as determ ned by the |ower court. This sum representing




1 the rent due or in question shall be placed in a special escrow

2 account by the prothonotary. The prothonotary shall only dispose

3 of these funds by order of court.
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23 (B) WTH N TEN DAYS AFTER THE RENDI TI ON OF JUDGVENT BY A <—
24 LONER COURT ARI SI NG OUT OF RESIDENTIAL LEASE OR WTHI N THI RTY
25 DAYS AFTER A JUDGVENT BY A LONER COURT ARISING OJT OF A
26 NONRESI DENTI AL LEASE OR A RESI DENTI AL LEASE | NVOLVI NG A VICTI M <—
27 OF DOMVESTI C VI OLENCE, EI THER PARTY NAY APPEAL TO THE COURT OF
28 COWON PLEAS AND THE APPEAL BY THE TENANT SHALL OPERATE AS A
29 SUPERSEDEAS ONLY | F THE TENANT PAYS IN CASH OR BOND THE AMOUNT
30 OF ANY JUDGVENT RENDERED BY THE LONER COURT OR IS A VICTIM OF <—
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DOVESTI C VI OLENCE AND PAYS, I N CASH, ANY RENT WH CH BECOMES DUE

DURI NG THE COURT OF COVMON PLEAS PROCEEDI NGS W THI N TEN DAYS

AFTER THE DATE EACH PAYMENT IS DUE | NTO AN ESCROW ACCOUNT W TH

THE PROTHONOTARY OR THE SUPERSEDEAS SHALL BE SUMVARI LY

TERM NATED.

(G UPON APPL|I CATION BY THE LANDLORD, THE COURT SHALL

RELEASE APPRCOPRI ATE SUMS FROM THE ESCROW ACCOUNT ON A CONTI NUI NG

BASI S VHI LE THE APPEAL |S PENDI NG TO COVPENSATE THE LANDLORD FOR

THE TENANT' S ACTUAL PGOSSESSI ON AND USE OF THE PREM SES DURI NG

THE PENDENCY OF THE APPEAL.
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(D) UPON APPLI CATI ON BY THE TENANT, THE COURT SHALL RELEASE <—

APPROPRI ATE SUMS FROM THE ESCROW ACCOUNT ON A CONTI NUI NG BASI S

VH LE THE APPEAL |'S PENDI NG TO DI RECTLY COVPENSATE THOSE

PROVI DERS OF HABI TABLE SERVI CES VWHI CH THE LANDLORD | S REQUI RED

TO PROVI DE_UNDER LAW OR UNDER THE LEASE.

(E) AS USED IN TH' S SECTION, THE FO.LON NG WORDS AND PHRASES

SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM IN TH S SUBSECTI ON:

"LONER COURT." DI STRICT JUSTICE, NMAG STRATE OR ANY OTHER

COURT_HAVI NG JURI SDI CTI ON OVER LANDLORD AND TENANT MATTERS,

EXCLUDI NG A COURT OF COVMON PLEAS.

"VICTIM OF DOMVESTIC VIOLENCE. " A PERSON WHO HAS OBTAI NED A

PROTECTI ON FROM ABUSE ORDER AGAI NST_ANOTHER | NDI VI DUAL OR CAN

PROVI DE OTHER SUlI TABLE EVI DENCE AS THE COURT SHALL DI RECT.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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