PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1030 PRINTER S NO. 1703

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 929 =%

| NTRODUCED BY DENT, BROWNE, BUNT, GEI ST, KING N CKOL, SAYLOR
MAI TLAND, SCHRCDER, STERN, FLEAGLE, VAN HORNE, E. Z. TAYLOR
M COZZI E, RAYMOND, STURLA, MJNDY, FAI RCH LD, ROONEY,
LEVDANSKY, FARGO, MCALL, TIGUE, COY, TRELLO, GANNON,
G Gl OrTl, CLARK, FICHTER, DEMPSEY, GORDNER, EGOLF, ClI VERA,
YOUNGBLOOD, STABACK, OLASZ, BOSCOLA, BELFANTI, MERRY AND
WOGAN, FEBRUARY 28, 1995

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRI L 25, 1995
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 6, 1951 (P.L.69, No.20), entitled "An

act relating to the rights, obligations and liabilities of

| andl ord and tenant and of parties dealing with them and

anmendi ng, revising, changing and consolidating the | aw

relating thereto,” further providing for escrow accounts on

appeals fromcertain judgnents by | ower courts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of April 6, 1951 (P.L.69, No.20), known
as The Landl ord and Tenant Act of 1951, is amended by adding a
section to read:

Section 513. Appeal by Tenant to Conmmon Pl eas Court.--(a)

Every tenant who files an appeal, to a court of commpn pl eas, of

a judgnent of the |lower court involving an action under this act

for the recovery of possession of real property or for rent due

shall deposit with the prothonotary a sum equal to the anpunt of

rent due as determ ned by the |ower court. This sum representing
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the rent due or in question shall be placed in a special escrow

account by the prothonotary. The prothonotary shall only di spose

of these funds by order of court.

(b)) In addition to the sumto be placed into the escrow

account by the tenant upon filing of the appeal, the tenant

shall, each nonth when the rent is nerrmaltydue—deposit——such <—

as—a—supersedeas— DUE, PAY SUCH RENT TO THE LANDLORD UNLESS <—

OTHERW SE ORDERED BY THE COURT.

(GO IN ANY CASE, WHEN A TENANT FAILS TO DEPOSIT | N ESCROW

THE SUMS REQUI RED BY THI S SECTION, THE APPEAL SHALL NOT OPERATE

AS A SUPERSEDEAS.

(D) IF THE TENANT FAILS TO MAKE THE REQUI RED PAYMENTS OF

ONGO NG RENT BY THE DATE EACH PAYMENT IS DUE, THE LANDLORD SHALL

SEND WRI TTEN NOTI CE TO THE TENANT, WTH A COPY TO THE

PROTHONOTARY, G VING THE TENANT FI VE DAYS TO MAKE THE REQUI RED

PAYMENT. AT THE END OF FIVE DAYS, |F PAYMENT HAS NOT BEEN

RECEI VED, THE LANDLORD SHALL FILE A PRAECIPE W TH THE

PROTHONOTARY ACCOMPANI ED BY A SWORN AFFI DAVI T BY THE LANDLORD

| NDI CATI NG THAT THE RENT WAS NOT _PAID, AT WH CH TI ME THE

PROTHONOTARY SHALL TERM NATE THE SUPERSEDEAS. | N ANY COUNTY

VWHERE THERE |S NO PROTHONCTARY, THE FILING SHALL BE MADE IN THE

OFFI CE VH CH RECEI VES AND MAI NTAINS ALL A VIL COURT FILINGS OR

(&) (E) As used in this section, the term"|ower court" <—

means district justice, nangistrate or any other court havi ng

jurisdiction over |landlord and tenant matters, excluding a court
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1 of common pl eas.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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