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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 628 %%

| NTRODUCED BY MELI O, G GLI OI'TI, LAUGHLIN, TRELLO AND YOUNGBLQOOD,
FEBRUARY 7, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, FEBRUARY 7, 1995
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AN ACT

Amending Title 30 (Fish) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, providing for boating education.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 5103 of Title 30 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:

[8 5103. Boating education prograns.

The comm ssion may i naugurate a conprehensive boating safety
and boating educational program and seek the cooperation of
organi zed boaters, the Federal CGovernnment and other states. The
conmi ssion may issue safety certificates to adults and mnors
who conpl ete courses in boating safety education.]

8§ 5103. Boati ng educati on.

(a) WMandatory program of boating educati on. -- Except as

otherwi se provided in this section, no person shall operate a

not or boat on the waters of this Commonweal th on or after the

foll owi ng dates without first obtaining a certificate of boating

saf ety educati on:
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(1) For operators who are under 20 yvears of age, on or

after January 1, 1997.

(2) For operators who are under 25 yvears of age, on or

after January 1, 1998.

(3) For operators who are under 30 years of age, on or

after January 1, 1999.

(4) For operators who are under 35 years of age, on or

after January 1, 2000.

(5) For operators who are under 40 yvears of age, on or

after January 1, 2001.

(6) For operators who are 40 years of age or ol der, on

or after January 1, 2002.

On or after January 1, 1997, no person shall operate a personal

watercraft unl ess he has conpleted a course in personal

wat ercraft operation handling, has been i ssued a Certificate of

Personal Watercraft Operation by the commi ssion and is at | east

15 years of age.

(b)Y Conpliance.--Any person who i s subject to the provisions

of subsection (a) shall:

(1) Possess the certificate of boating safety educati on

when operating a vessel on waters of this Conmmpnweal t h.

(2) Show the certificate on the demand of a wat erways

conservation officer or other | aw enforcenent officer.

(c) Exenptions.--The foll ow ng persons are exenpt fromthe

requi renents of this section:

(1) A person who is visiting this Commonweal th for 90

days or less in a vessel froma country other than the United

St at es.

(2) A person operating a boat on a body of water | ocated

on _private property.
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(3) Any other person exenpted by requl ati on of the

conmi ssi on.

(d) Operational requirenents.--Wen a notorboat is operated

pl easure on the waters of this Commonweal th, the operator of

t he vessel shall

(1) possess the certificate of boati ng safety educati on;

(2) be exenpt fromthe certification requirenents of

subsection (a).

(e) Conmission duties.--The conm ssi on shall:

(1) Pronulgate requl ati ons that establish criteria for a

course of instruction in boating safety educati on.

(2) Adnminister a witten or verbal test when

appropri at e.

(3) Coordinate a Statew de program of boating safety

instruction and certificati on and, whenever possible, ensure

that a course of boating safety education is available w thin

each county.

(4) Ensure that approved courses of instruction in

boati ng safety educati on are avail able at the earli est

practi cable age for children in boati ng conmunities.

(5) |Issue a certificate of boating safety education to a

person who passes a conmi ssi on-approved course in boating

saf ety educati on.

(6) Replace a |lost or destroyed certificate.

(7) Establish such fees as may be necessary to inpl enent

and adnmi ni ster a course of instruction in boating safety and

i ssue certification.

(f) Additional sources of instruction.--If approved by the

commi ssion, any of the followi ng nmay offer the course of
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instruction in boating safety educati on:

(1) The conmi SSi on.

(2) The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.

(3) The United States Power Sguadron.

(4) A political subdivision

(5) A nunicipal corporation.

(6) An agency.

(7) A public or nonpublic school

(8) A group.

(9) Afirm

(10) An associ ati on.

(11) Any ot her person.

(g) Validity of certificate.--A certificate of boating

safety education is not transferable and shall be valid for the

lifetine of the person to whomit was issued.

(h) Tenporary certificates.--The conmi ssion or its desi gnee

may i ssue a 60-day tenporary certificate of boating safety

education to a person who has successfully conpl eted a course

approved by the conmi ssi on.

(i) Oher valid docunentation. - -

(1) Inlieu of a certificate of boating safety educati on

i ssued by the Commonwealth, a certificate of boating safety

educati on i ssued in another state in accordance with criteria

of the National Association of State Boati ng Law

Admi ni strators is sufficient to conply with the requirenents

of this section.

(2) Inlieu of a certificate of boating safety educati on

i ssued by the conmm ssion, a |license i ssued by the United

States Coast @Quard is sufficient to conply with the

requi renents of this section.
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1 (j) Ohers subject to nandatory requirenents.--

2 (1) If a person is convicted of two boating violations
3 concerning the operation of or safety equipnent on a vessel
4 within a two-year period of tine, the person is required, as
5 a condition of probation or sentencing, to successfully

6 conplete a boating safety education course that is offered or
7 approved by the conm ssion.

8 (2) Notw thstandi ng paragraph (1), if a person is

9 convicted of any of the follow ng boating safety violations
10 in the operation of a vessel, the person is required, as a
11 condition of probation or sentencing, to successfully

12 conplete a boating safety education course that is offered or
13 approved by the conm ssion:

14 (i) negligent operation;

15 (ii) reckless operation; or

16 (iii) operating under the influence of alcohol, any
17 drug, conbination of drugs or conbination of drugs and
18 alcohol in violation of this title.

19 (3) The requirenent to take and successfully conplete
20 t he boating safety education course under paragraphs (1) and
21 (2) shall be in addition to any other punishnent that nay be
22 i nposed for violation of the boating |aws or regulations of
23 t hi s Commonweal t h.
24 (k) Penalty.--On or after July 1, 1997, a person who is
25 subject to the provisions of subsection (a) and who operates on
26 waters of this Commonwealth a notorboat in violation of any
27 requirenent of this section conmts a sunmary offense of the
28 second degr ee.
29 (1) Enforcenent.--A conmi SSion waterways conservation

30 officer or other | aw enforcenment officer may enforce the
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provi sions of this section only as a secondary acti on when the

officer detains an operator of a vessel for a suspected

viol ati on of another provision of this title or reqgul ati ons

adopted in accordance with another provision of this title. A

person nay be cited, but not apprehended solely, for a violation

of this section.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 1996.
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