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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 422 5

I NTRODUCED BY E. Z. TAYLOR, WAUGH, JOSEPHS, RUBLEY, HUTCHI NSON,
FLEAGLE, MARSI CO, MELI O, KENNEY, SCHULER, CORRI GAN,
FAI RCH LD, DEMPSEY, LYNCH, TIGUE, TRUE, HENNESSEY, EGOLF
STERN, BATTI STO, WXZN AK, ARMSTRONG, BAKER, D. W SNYDER,
ROONEY, SEMVEL, SAYLOR, WASHI NGTON, SATHER, CLARK, CEl ST,
G Gl OrTl, BROMW, M COZZI E, CALTAG RONE, KUKOVI CH, CHADW CK,
J. TAYLOR, TRELLO YOUNGBLOOD, FARMER, FAJT, OLASZ, BROWNE,
Cl VERA, GODSHALL, CONTI, COY, PESCI, FICHTER, BEBKO- JONES,
HERVAN, KREBS, RAYMOND, BUNT, STABACK, | TKIN, M LLER, CARONE
MUNDY, DeLUCA AND KI NG JANUARY 31, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
JANUARY 31, 1995
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AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment of a pilot programto nmake
paynents to mnor parents to encourage school attendance; and
maki ng an appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the M nor Parents
Educational Incentive Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the

Commpnweal t h.
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"Mnor parent.” A recipient of aid to famlies with
dependent children under the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,

No. 21), known as the Public Welfare Code, who is under 19 years
of age and is a natural or adoptive custodial parent.

"Qualified reason for nonattendance.”™ An excusal from schoo
provided for in section 1329, 1330 or 1417 of the act of March
10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of
1949, or 22 Pa. Code Ch. 11 (relating to pupil attendance).

"School ." An educational programthat is designed to lead to
the attai nnent of a high school diploma or the equivalent of a
hi gh school di pl ona.

Section 3. Establishnent of pilot program

The departnent shall establish a pilot programto provide
i ncentive paynents to minor parents to encourage themto attend
school
Section 4. Program conponents.

The program shall require every mnor parent who is
participating in the pilot programto attend school in
accordance with requirenents established by the departnent,
unl ess a mnor parent denonstrates a qualified reason for not
attendi ng school. The departnment shall provide, in addition to
the aid to famlies with dependent children allowance, to every
m nor parent who participates in the pilot programand conplies
with requirenments established by the departnment, an incentive
paynent in the anpunt of $50 per nonth, unless the ampunt
appropriated for the pilot programis insufficient to provide a
nmont hl y paynent in that anount in which case there shall be a
pro rata reduction in the anount of the incentive paynent. The
departnment shall reduce the incentive paynent, in the anmount

determ ned by the departnment, to every mnor parent who
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participates in the pilot programand who fails or refuses,
wi thout a qualified reason, to attend school.
Section 5. Programrequirenents.

The departnent shall require every mnor parent who
participates in the pilot programto enter into a witten
contract with the county departnment of human services that
provi des all of the follow ng:

(1) The minor parent, to be eligible to receive the
i ncentive paynment under this act, nmust attend school in
accordance with the requirenents of the pilot program

(2) The county assistance office will provide the
incentive paynent to the mnor parent if the mnor parent
attends school .

(3) The county assistance office will discontinue the
incentive paynment if the mnor parent fails to attend or
refuses to attend school in accordance with the requirenents
of the pilot program

Section 6. Evaluation of program

The departnent shall eval uate the program established under
this act and shall issue a report to the Governor and the
General Assenbly. In conducting the evaluation, the departnent
shall select control groups of mnor parents who are not
participating in the pilot programfor conparison with ninor
parents who are participating in the pilot program
Section 7. Appropriation.

The sum of $250, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Public Welfare for
the fiscal year July 1, 1995, to June 30, 1996, to carry out the
provi sions of this act. No nore than $50, 000 of the anobunt

appropriated shall be expended for adm nistrative costs of the

19950H0422B0442 - 3 -



1 pilot program
2 Section 8. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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