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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 412 5

| NTRODUCED BY FLEAGLE, LYNCH, STURLA, YOUNGBLOOD, FI CHTER
TI GUE, HERVAN, ARGALL, CURRY, HALUSKA, HENNESSEY, EGOLF
MARSI CO, M LLER, NAILCOR, PESCI, PETTIT, SATHER, STABACK,
E. Z. TAYLOR, TRELLO WAUGH, ZUG Cl VERA, RUBLEY, M CHLOVI C,
STEELMAN, CARONE, | TKIN, LEH AND BELFANTI, JANUARY 31, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, JANUARY 31, 1995
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 1, 1945 (P.L.1242, No.428), entitled

"An act relating to roads, streets, highways and bri dges;

amendi ng, revising, consolidating and changing the | aws

adm ni stered by the Secretary of H ghways and by the

Depart ment of Hi ghways relating thereto,” requiring the

Department of Transportation to consult and coordinate with

muni ci palities and historic districts prior to certain

renoval activities.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 410 of the act of June 1, 1945 (P.L. 1242,
No. 428), known as the State H ghway Law, anended July 7, 1972
(P.L.738, No.173), is anended to read:

Section 410. Trees, G asses, Shrubs and Vines al ong
H ghways; Penalty.--The departnment nay cause trees, grasses,
shrubs and vines to be planted and mai ntai ned, and shall cause
receptacles for trash and litter to be maintained, along State
hi ghways, within the legal right of way thereof, the sane to be

paid for as a part of the costs of construction or maintenance
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of the road. The departnent may enter into agreenments with the
Depart ment of Environnmental Resources regarding the planting and
mai nt enance of such trees, grasses, shrubs and vines. The
Department of Transportation shall have the absolute right to
trim cut and renove any trees, grasses, shrubs and vi nes
growing within the legal right of way of any State hi ghway, and
to trimand cut away any trees, grasses, shrubs and vi nes
growi ng on adj acent property in so far as they overhang or
encroach upon the legal right of way of any State highway[.]:

Provi ded, That the Departnent of Transportation shall give

notice of, consult with and coordinate its activities with the

muni ci palities and historic districts effected by its actions.

Activity shall proceed with the general goal of conform ng that

activity to the general aesthetic standards set forth in the

affected nunicipalities and historic districts, enployi ng neans

and net hods which will carry out these standards and acconpli sh

the primary goals of the Departnent of Transportation.

It shall be unlawful for any person to cut, trim renove or
ot herwi se danage any trees, grasses, shrubs or vines grow ng
within the legal right of way of a State hi ghway, which have
been planted by any person or agency other than the abutting
property owner, w thout first having obtained the consent of the
secretary in witing. Any person who shall cut, trim renove or
ot herwi se danmage such trees, grasses, shrubs or vines w thout
first having obtained such witten consent, shall on summary
convi ction thereof be sentenced to pay a fine of not |ess than
one hundred dollars ($100.00), or nore than three hundred
dol lars ($300.00), for each act of cutting, trinmng, renoval or
damagi ng. This section shall not be construed to permt the

departnment to interfere with the right of any abutting property
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1 owner to establish entrances to his property from State hi ghways
2 at any point or points at which such owner may desire to

3 establish such entrances.
4

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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