PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 18, 1214 PRINTER S NO. 1648

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 20  *5a”

| NTRODUCED BY STAI RS, BAKER, SAYLOR, TRUE, HERNMAN, KI NG BROWW,
FARGO, COLAI ZZO, KREBS, ARMSTRONG LYNCH, PLATTS, HERSHEY,

FLEAGLE, EGOLF, COWELL, SCHULER, RUDY, RAYMOND, M LLER, HESS,
HALUSKA, STERN, B. SM TH, GEI ST, COY, TULLI, STEELMAN, MERRY,

MARSI CO, LLOYD, Cl VERA, YOUNGBLOOD, GORDNER, LEH AND
MAI TLAND, JANUARY 19, 1995

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRI L 24, 1995
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AN ACT

Providing for agricultural education progranms; AND i nposing

duties on the Departnent of Education. ;- i

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Agricul tural
Educati on Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The General Assenbly declares it is the purpose of this act
to:

(1) Require the Departnment of Education to devel op and
di ssem nate agricultural education materials for the

educational—systens—of this—Commnwealth SCHOOL ENTI TI ES OR
PRI VATE OR NONPUBLI C KI NDERGARTENS, ELEMENTARY OR SECONDARY

SCHOCLS IN THIS COWONWEALTH. The materials shall incorporate
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agricultural concepts into the basic school curricula and
shall be designed to educate the general student popul ation
about the inportance of the agriculture industry and the role
of agriculture in the students' |ives.

(2) Encourage the agricultural education efforts of
ot her agenci es where appropriate, including, but not limted
to, those of the county conservation districts, the
Cooperative Extension Service of the Pennsylvania State
Uni versity, the University of Pennsylvania Veterinary School,
t he Departnent of Agriculture, the Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Resources, the Departnent of Comunity Affairs,
the State System of Hi gher Education and the Departnent of
Transportation.
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Section 3. Definitions.

The follow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

" T . . . . -
established under-this act—

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Farmer." Any person who engages in the accepted activities,
practices and procedures year after year to produce and prepare
for market poultry, livestock and their products or in the
production and harvesting of agricultural, agronom c,
horticul tural, silvicultural and aquacul tural crops and
commodi ties and whose operation is conducted on not |ess than

ten contiguous acres in area or, if less than ten conti guous
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1 acres in area, has an anticipated yearly gross incone of at

2 least $10, 000.

3 "SCHOOL ENTITY." A PUBLIC SCHOOL DI STRI CT, | NTERVEDI ATE UNIT <—
4 OR AREA VOCATI ONAL- TECHNI CAL SCHOQOL.

5 "Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Comonweal th.

6 Section 4. Powers and duties of departnent.

7 The departnent shall have the power and its duty shall be to:

8 (1) Provide assistance—support—and resource information <—
9 to educators and public and private education—agencies <—
10 SCHOCLS and organi zations on agricul tural education. <—
11 (2) Provide for distribution to educational—systens <—
12 SCHOOL ENTI TI ES OR PRI VATE OR NONPUBLI C Kl NDERGARTENS, <—
13 ELEMENTARY OR SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN THI'S COVMONVEALTH

14 mat erials on agricultural education. Such naterials may

15 i nclude instruction on issues related to agriculture,

16 including, but not limted to, food safety, pesticides,

17 farm and preservation, waste managenent, wetlands, nutrient

18 managenent, food production and food processing, animal

19 health and statutory and regul atory protections of the right
20 to farm
21 (3) Identify, recognize and establish awards for
22 exenpl ary agricul tural education curricula devel oped in
23 Commonweal t h school s.
24 (4) Use the-departrent-s—eounctt—and | ocal school <—
25 di strict occupational advisory commttees to serve as the
26 conduit to bring youth and adult education prograns into
27 communities and schools, focusing on agricultural industry
28 i ssues of inportance to this Conmonweal t h.
29 Section 5. Agricultural education report.
30 The secretary shall prepare and submt an annual report to
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t he Governor and the General Assenbly outlining agricultural
education prograns and achi evenents, highlighting new

1
2
3 initiatives and recomendi ng future program needs.
4
5

10 education—

11 o i | . I . .
12 eul I | . L vities.
13 £3—Mokereconrendatons—tothesecretary—wth-respeet

14 to—the use—ot—any—funds—usedto-support—agrtenttural

15 edbecatton—activities—

16 4y NMake reconmendations to-the secretary to-help foster
17 agrteuttural—eduecat -or—prograns—

18 by—Corpost+tton—TFhe—counett—shall—constst—of 13— rwerbers—
19 as—+feltews:-

20 4Hy—The-—seeretary—who—shatt—serve—as—ehatrpersen—

21 £2y—The—Seeretary—ot—Agrteutture—

22 £3y—FEleven—rnenrbers—to-beappetnted-by the seeretary—as
23 foH-ows:—

24 0 I Lt L : I
25 toed—proecesstag—tnaeusty—

26 H+—TFhreeCormpawealth-—restdents—whe—are—acttve—+#n
27 I eul I et |  nd | I :
28 whit-ch-—shalt-—be-a farner—

29 g I Lt L : I
30 agriew-tural—marketing-ndustry—
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fey—Statt——The—seeretary—shalH—destgratestatt—as—mry—be
SECTION 6. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.

(A) CONSULTATI ON. - - THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATI ON SHALL CONSULT,
AT LEAST ANNUALLY, W TH THE SECRETARY OF AGRI CULTURE AND A CROSS
SECTI ON OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND EDUCATI ON COMMUNI TI ES TO

(1) ASSESS THE TRENDS AND NEEDS | N AGRI CULTURAL

EDUCATI ON.

(2) CONSIDER THE MANNER IN WHI CH ANY FUNDS ARE USED TO

SUPPORT ACGRI CULTURAL EDUCATI ON ACTI VI Tl ES.

(3) MAKE RECOMMVENDATI ONS TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY REGARDI NG LEG SLATI VE OR REGULATORY CHANGES TO

| MPROVE AGRI CULTURAL EDUCATI ON, PURSUANT TO THE PREPARATI ON

AND SUBM TTAL OF THE REPORT REQUI RED BY SECTI ON 5.

(B) PARTI Cl PATI NG ORGANI ZATI ONS. - - WHEN CONSULTI NG W TH A
CROSS SECTI ON OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND EDUCATI ON COMVUNI TI ES, THE
SECRETARY SHALL CONSI DER SEEKI NG COMMENTS FROM | NDI VI DUALS NAMED
IN LI STS SUBM TTED BY THE STATE COUNCI L ON FARM ORGANI ZATI ONS,
THE AGRI CULTURAL AWARENESS FOUNDATI ON AND THE PENNSYLVANI A
VOCATI ONAL- AGRI CULTURAL TEACHERS ASSOCI ATI ON. SUCH LI STS MAY
I NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO

(1) FARMERS.
(2) REPRESENTATI VES OF THE ACRI CULTURAL PROCESSI NG AND

AGRI CULTURAL MARKETI NG | NDUSTRI ES.

(3) FACULTY MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE OF AGRI CULTURAL

SCl ENCES OF THE COMMONWEALTH S LAND- GRANT UNI VERSI TY.

(4) FACULTY MEMBERS FROM A STATE SYSTEM OF HI GHER

EDUCATI ON | NSTI TUTI ON, EACH OF WHOM SHALL HAVE BACKGROUND | N

OR KNOALEDGE OF AGRI CULTURAL EDUCATI ON.

(5) A TEACHER OF VOCATI ONAL AGRI CULTURE.
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(6) A TEACHER I NVOLVED | N AGRI CULTURAL EDUCATI ON OTHER
THAN VOCATI ONAL AGRI CULTURE.

(7) AN ADM NI STRATOR OF A SCHOOL ENTITY WHI CH CONDUCTS
AN AGRI CULTURAL EDUCATI ON PROGRAM

1
2
3
4
5 (8) A MEMBER OF A LOCAL SCHOCL DI STRI CT OCCUPATI ONAL
6 ADVI SORY COWM TTEE.

7 (9) MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C WHO ARE KNOW.EDGEABLE ABOUT
8 AGRI CULTURAL EDUCATI ON.

9 Section 7. Effective date.

10 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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