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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 801 5

| NTRODUCED BY REI BVAN, RHOADES, AFFLERBACH, JONES, CORNMAN
MELLOW SCHWARTZ, MJUSTO, FI SHER, STAPLETON, FATTAH AND BELAN,
MARCH 26, 1993

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MARCH 26, 1993
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AN ACT

Providing for the integration of educational resources of
school s, colleges and businesses in this Conmonweal t h.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Educati onal
Resource Sharing through Di stance Learning Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) Anmerica s chief econom c conpetitors are naking
financial commitments to the infrastructure necessary for the
i nst ant aneous novenent of voice video and data anong
or gani zati ons and agenci es.
(2) Oher states are using full audio, full video
tel econferencing technol ogy for instructional and other
educat i onal purposes.

(3) A nunber of school districts in this Commonweal th
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currently have distance | earning progranms in place. Their

success serves as a nodel and a statement that greater

resources and priority need to be given to the devel opnent of

a nore conprehensive distance | earning system

(4) Ongoi ng cooperation and resource sharing invol ving
el enentary, secondary and postsecondary educati onal
facilities and the business conmunity must be part of this
Commonweal th's response to international and donestic
devel opnent s.

(5) Full audio, full video tel econferencing technol ogy
can provide nore equitable access to excellent teachers,
enhanced curricula and ot her educational resources.

(6) Tel econferencing technol ogy can provi de speci al
benefits for rural areas, inner cities and other areas where
educati onal opportunities and resource sharing are |imted by
geogr aphy, distances or financial resources.

(7) The pronotion of distance |earning technology is
necessary to provide for equity in educational opportunities
for all students through education resource sharing and
busi ness- educati on partnerships.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Di stance |l earning prograns.” Those prograns of instruction
using technology to transmt video, audio or data by one-way or
t wo-way tel ecommuni cations or conputer technol ogy while the
instructors and |l earners are in one or nore geographically
separate | ocations.

Section 4. Distance |earning program agreenents.
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1 (a) Board of school directors.--The board of school

2 directors of any school district nay enter into an agreenent

3 relating to a distance learning programw th any of the

4 follow ng:

5 (1) School districts.

6 (2) Internediate units.

7 (3) Educational institutions, including institutions of
8 hi gher educati on.

9 (4) Businesses and ot her appropriate agencies.

10 (b) Departnent of Education.--Wenever funds becone

11 available fromany source whatever for the purpose of

12 establishing a distance | earning program the Departnent of

13 Education may enter into an agreenent with any of the follow ng:
14 (1) School districts.

15 (2) Internediate units.

16 (3) Educational institutions, including institutions of
17 hi gher educati on.

18 (4) O her appropriate agencies.

19 (c) Purpose.--The purpose of a distance |earning program
20 shall be to share and augnent instruction and education
21 resources to provide for curriculumenhancenent and ot her
22 educational opportunities that are not otherw se avail able or
23 affordable to students in elenmentary and secondary school s.
24 (d) Priorities.--Department of Education priority and
25 funding shall be afforded those di stance | earning program
26 proposals that denonstrate effective and innovative partnerships
27 with business and industry.
28 Section 5. Rules and regul ations.
29 The State Board of Education shall promul gate rules and

30 regulations relating to academ c credit that nay be granted to
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students enrolled in courses offered through di stance | earning
prograns under the provisions of this act.
Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect July 1, 1993, or inmediately,
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whi chever is |ater.
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