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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 323 %

| NTRODUCED BY RUDY, GORDNER, YOUNGBLOOD, ROONEY, STEIL,
MARKGOSEK, MELI O, TRELLO, TI GUE, MASLAND, SANTONI, DENT,
WOZNI AK, CEI ST, FAIRCH LD, HERMAN, BELARDI, PISTELLA, DeLUCA
ROBI NSON, SCHULER, NYCE, HESS, TOW.I NSON, MGEEHAN, HERSHEY,
PESCI, TRUE, BEBKO-JONES, KING FARMVER, STETLER, L. |I. COHEN
M LLER, LYNCH AND LAUB, MNAY 18, 1994

ADOPTED, MAY 18, 1994
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng the week of May 22 through 28, 1994, as "Sensel ess
Acts of Random Ki ndness Wek" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Children see thousands of random acts of sensel ess
vi ol ence yearly on television entertai nnent prograns and in
novi e theaters and |learn fromtelevision and radi 0 news prograns
and newspapers of such incidents in their nei ghborhoods and
across the country; and

WHEREAS, Acts of violence in entertai nment and news prograns,
novi es and t hroughout the media or in conmunities may
desensitize people, particularly children, to the pain,
suffering and consequences that ripple through society from
vi ol ence and may wrongly teach people, particularly children,
that violence is a neans to settle conflict; and

WHEREAS, Drive-by shootings, random street murders, donmestic
abuse and violent crime in this Conmonweal th and across the

nati on have made many people afraid to go out of their hones at
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ni ght, get to know their nei ghbors or get involved in community
probl ens; and

WHEREAS, |ncidents are on the increase in this Comobnweal t h
in which students carry a gun to school for protection from
conflict; and

WHEREAS, WMany peopl e throughout this Conmonweal th and nation
pronot e ki ndness through volunteer work in their communities,
school s and churches by hel pi ng nen and wonen in need, thus
making the world a better place to live, work and raise a
famly; and

WHEREAS, Pronoting ki ndness, conpassion, nutual respect,
under st andi ng, diversity, negotiation, conflict resolution and
good will can help stop violence; and

WHEREAS, This Commonweal th and the United States were
founded, in part, on the principles of nutual kindness, decency
and respect for others; and

WHEREAS, A national trend to pronote sensel ess acts of random
ki ndness, good will, nutual respect and dignity has grown from a
cl ass assignnent that a professor at Bakersfield College in
California gave to his students; and

WHEREAS, The assignnent to commt one sensel ess act of random
ki ndness, such as giving up a parking space in a busy mall,
vol unteering at a church or hel ping the Sal vation Arny taught
the students that being kind to one's fellow nen and wonen in
turn pronotes kindness, decency, good will and a true sense of
sati sfaction; and

WHEREAS, The | essons that the students | earned quickly
reached mllions of people around the world, thanks to stories
about their experiences that appeared in newspapers and

magazi nes and on television prograns |ike the Qorah Wnfrey
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Show, The Crusaders and Prinetime Live, pronpting other groups
to copy the idea; and

WHEREAS, The professor, Dr. Charles Wall, has worked to
per suade Congress, State |legislatures and | ocal governnents to
desi gnate "Sensel ess Acts of Random Ki ndness Wek" to pronote
the idea of nutual respect and dignity in order to get adults,
teenagers and children to discuss the values of respect and to
| earn how to solve their differences peacefully; and

WHEREAS, Schools as well as various groups and individuals in
this Commonweal th can easily organi ze sensel ess acts of random
ki ndness programnms in their communities to encourage residents to
take the tinme to get to know each other, organize and work
together to take back their nei ghborhoods and change the
enphasis in society fromviolence to kindness; and

WHEREAS, Sim | ar canpai gns such as "Just Say No" focused
attention on the problens of drug use anpbng teenagers and
children in society and pronoted simlar efforts at drug abuse
prevention; and

WHEREAS, Focusing attention on such efforts can pronote
ki ndness, understandi ng and nutual respect throughout this
Commonweal th and defeat the fear that stops people fromgetting
i nvol ved; and

WHEREAS, Defeating that fear can serve as the best antidote
agai nst violence; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
week of May 22 through 28, 1994, as "Sensel ess Acts of Random
Ki ndness Week" in Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge residents to
commt at | east one sensel ess act of random ki ndness every day;

and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives individually give
special recognition in their districts to constituents who have
commtted special senseless acts of random ki ndness or mnake
other efforts to bring attention to the need for nutual respect,
dignity and care for our fellow nen, wonen and our conmunities;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Governor

and the Secretary of Education to issue special proclamations
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designating May 22 through 28, 1994, as "Sensel ess Acts of
10 Random Ki ndness Wek" and to give special recognition to any
11 deserving individuals who have conm tted sensel ess acts of

12 random ki ndness.
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