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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 181 5

| NTRODUCED BY SURRA, GECRCGE, ROONEY, YANDRI SEVI TS, LYNCH
JADLONEC, S. H SM TH AND HANNA, OCTOBER 4, 1993

ADOPTED, OCTOBER 4, 1993
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng Cctober 6, 1993, as "National Physician Assistant
Day. "

WHEREAS, On Wednesday, October 6, 1993, the physician
assistants of Clearfield, Jefferson, Elk, Potter, MKean and
Cinton counties, along with their peers throughout the country,
will comenorate the 26th anniversary of the graduation of the
first physician assistants; and

WHEREAS, The Anerican Acadeny of Physician Assistants
establ i shed "National Physician Assistant Day" in 1987 as a way
to honor physician assistants for their dedication and the
quality care they provide to Americans across the country; and

WHEREAS, The profession of physician assistant was created as
a way to utilize in our country, which was already experiencing
a lack of adequate health services in the 1960's, the nedi cal
skills acquired by mlitary nedical corpsnen during the Vietnam
War; and

WHEREAS, A physician assi stant undergoes a ri gorous
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educational program at an accredited nedical college or
uni versity and, upon certification, is then able to provide
al nost 80% of those services that have been traditionally
performed by physicians in such areas as internal nedicine,
fam |y medicine, pediatrics, geriatrics, obstetrics and
gynecol ogy. These services are provi ded under the supervision of
a physician; and

WHEREAS, Physician assistants can be found in all
communities. In many rural areas, the physician assistant is
often the only provider of health care, conferring with other
nmedi cal providers and supervisors as they adm ni ster treatnent;
and

WHEREAS, Because the use of physician assistants has proven
to be a cost-effective tool in providing Arericans with quality
heal th care, Congress has been requested to provide a funding
i ncrease of 80% so that nore committed individuals are able to
obtain the training needed to enter this rapidly grow ng
prof ession; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize QOctober
6, 1993, as "National Physician Assistants Day."
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