PRINTER S NO. 2534

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 20064 >

| NTRODUCED BY DENT, ULI ANA, NYCE, GORDNER, MASLAND, LI NTQON,
SAURMVAN, FLEAGLE, ALLEN, TRELLO, DeLUCA, BI SHOP, M GEEHAN
STURLA, ARGALL, M N WRI GHT, LAUB, TRI CH, MELI O ROEBUCK
CORNELL, SERAFI NI, TRUE, GERLACH E. Z. TAYLOR, TOWLI NSON,
HUGHES AND W LLI AM5, OCTOBER 4, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 4, 1993
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, prohibiting the use of masks, hoods or
ot her devi ces which conceal the identity of the wearer.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 5516. Conceal nent devi ces prohi bited.

(a) Ofenses prohibited. --A person conmits a n sdenmeanor of

the third degree when:

(1) that person wears a nask, hood or device by which

any portion of the face is so hi dden, conceal ed or covered as

to conceal the identity of the wearer;

(2) that person is upon any public way or public

property or upon the private property of another w thout the

witten pernm ssion of the owner or occupi er of the property

to do so; and
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(3) that person knows or should know that the conduct

descri bed i n paragraph (1) provides a reasonabl e fear of

intimdation or threat of viol ence.

(b)Y Exception.--This section shall not apply to:

(1) a person wearing a traditional holiday costune on

t he occasi on of the holi day;

(2) a person lawfully engaged in trade and enpl oyment or

in a sporting activity where a mask is worn for the purpose

of ensuring the physical safety of the wearer, or because of

the nature of the occupation, trade or profession or sporting

(3) a person using a nask in a theatrical production,

including use in Mardi Gras cel ebrati ons and nmasquer ade

(4) a person wearing a gas nmask prescri bed i n energency

managenent drills and exerci ses or energenci es.

(c) Public policy.--

(1) Al persons residing in this Commonweal th are

entitled to the equal protection of their |lives and property.

(2) The |law protects all, not only agai nst actual

physi cal vi ol ence, but al so against threats and inti m dati ons

fromany person or group of persons.

(3) The General Assenbly cannot pernit persons known or

unknown to i ssue either actual or inplied threats agai nst

ot her persons in this Commpnweal t h.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

B17L18RZ/ 19930H2064B2534 - 2 -



