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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 17145

| NTRODUCED BY BAKER, DelLUCA, Cl VERA, CHADW CK, BROW, GORDNER
CESSAR, RAYMOND, STEIL, ARMSTRONG HENNESSEY, NI CKCL,
HUTCH NSON, B. SM TH, WAUGH, PETTI T, TRUE, BELFANTI, LAUB
STERN, SAURMAN, PITTS, M LLER, KING LYNCH, ARGALL, MAI TLAND,
TRELLO, BOYES, ALLEN AND KASUNI C, JUNE 7, 1993
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 35 (Health and Safety) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for an interstate
firefighting and enmergency services conpact.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Chapter 71 of Title 35 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subchapter to read:
CHAPTER 71
CENERAL PROVI SI ONS
* x *
SUBCHAPTER C
| NTERSTATE FI REFI GHTI NG AND EMERGENCY
SERVI CES COVPACT
Sec.
7121. Interstate firefighting and energency services conpact

enact ed.

§ 7121. Interstate firefighting and emergency servi ces conpact



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

enact ed.

The Interstate Firefighting and Enmergency Services Conpact is
hereby enacted into | aw and entered into with all jurisdictions
legally joining in the conpact in the formsubstantially as
foll ows:

Article 1

The purpose of this conpact is to provide for effective
firefighting and the efficient delivery of enmergency services
anong the States. The pronpt, full and productive utilization of
the firefighting and enmergency services resources of the
respective States is essential to the health, safety and wel fare
of their residents.

Article 2

It shall be the duty of each party State to formnul ate
firefighting and enmergency services delivery plans and prograns
for application in adjacent States. There shall be frequent
consul tati on between the representatives of the States and the
free exchange of information and plans, including rosters of
firefighters and emergency services personnel and materials and
equi pnent avail able for firefighting and the provision of
energency services. In carrying out the plans and prograns, the
party States shall, so far as possible, provide and foll ow
uni form st andards, practices and rul es.

Article 3

Any party State requested to render mutual aid shall take
such action as is necessary to provide and nake avail abl e the
resources covered by this conpact in accordance with its terns.
It is understood, however, that the State rendering aid may
wi t hhol d resources to the extent necessary to provide reasonable

protection for that State. Each party State shall extend to the
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firefighters and enmergency services personnel of any other party
State while operating within its State limts under the terns
and conditions of this conpact, the sanme powers (except that of
arrest, unless specifically authorized by the receiving State),
duties, rights, privileges and immunities as if they were
performng their duties in the State in which normally enpl oyed
or rendering services.
Article 4
Whenever any person holds a |icense, certificate or other
permt issued by any State evidencing the neeting of
qual i fications for professional, mechanical or other skills, the
person may render aid involving the skill in any party State to
neet a fire, enmergency or disaster, and the State in which the
aid is rendered shall give due recognition to the |license,
certificate or other permt as if it were issued in the State in
which the aid is rendered.
Article 5
No party State or its officers or enployees rendering aid in
anot her State under this conpact shall be Iiable on account of
any act or om ssion in good faith while engaged in rendering aid
or on account of the maintenance or use of any equi pnment or
supplies in connection with rendering aid.
Article 6
I nasnmuch as it is probable that the pattern and detail of the
machi nery for nmutual aid anmong two or nore States may differ
fromthat appropriate anong other States party to this conpact,
this instrument contains elenments of a broad base comon to al
States, and nothing in this conpact shall preclude any State
fromentering into supplenmentary agreenents with another State

or States. The suppl enentary agreenents may conprehend but shal
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1 not be limted to provisions for evacuation and reception of

2 injured and other persons and the exchange of nedical, police,
3 public utility, reconnai ssance, welfare, transportation and

4 communi cations personnel, equi pnent and supplies.

5 Article 7

6 Each party State shall provide for the paynent of

7 conpensation to injured nenbers of fire departnents and

8 energency services squads of that State and for the paynent of
9 benefits to representatives of deceased nenbers of fire

10 departnents and emergency services squads in case the nmenbers
11 are killed while rendering aid under this conpact in the sane
12 manner and on the sane terns as if the injury or death were

13 sustained within the State.

14 Article 8

15 (a) Any party State rendering aid in another State under
16 this conpact shall be reinbursed by the party State receiving
17 the aid for any | oss or damage to, or expense incurred in, the
18 operation of any equi pnent answering a request for aid and for
19 the cost incurred in connection with a request for aid. Any
20 aiding party State may, however, assume in whole or in part any
21 |l oss, danmage, expense or other cost incurred or may | oan
22 equi pment or donate services to the receiving party State
23 w thout charge or cost.
24 (b) Subsection (a) shall not preclude two or nore party
25 States fromentering into supplenentary agreenents establishing
26 a specific fornmula for allocation of costs as anong those
27 States.
28 Article 9
29 This conpact shall be available to any State, territory or

30 possession of the United States and the District of Col unbi a.
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1 Article 10

2 The term "energency services" shall nmean an anbul ance

3 service, a rescue squad, a hazardous materials response team or
4 other entity fornmed for the purpose of providing assistance at
5 the scene of any accident, disaster, hazardous materials spil

6 or other threat to life or safety.

7 Article 11

8 Thi s conpact shall becone operative imediately upon its

9 ratification by any State as between it and any other State or
10 States ratifying it. Duly authenticated copies of this conpact
11 and any suppl enentary agreenents shall, at the tinme of approval,
12 be deposited with each of the party States.

13 Article 12

14 Thi s conpact shall not be construed to affect the Mddle

15 Atlantic Interstate Forest Fire Protection Conpact or the

16 Interstate Cvil Defense and D saster Conpact.

17 Article 13

18 Thi s conpact shall continue in force and renmai n bi ndi ng on
19 each party State until the Legislature or the Governor of a
20 party State takes action to withdraw fromit. An action to
21 wthdraw shall not be effective until 30 days after notice of
22 intent to withdraw has been sent by the Governor of the party
23 State desiring to wwthdraw to the Governors of all other party
24 States.
25 Article 14
26 This conpact shall be construed to effectuate the purposes
27 stated in Article 1. If any provision of this conpact is
28 decl ared unconstitutional or if the applicability of the conpact
29 to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the

30 constitutionality of the remai nder of this conpact and the
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1 applicability of this conpact to other persons and circunstances
2 shall not be affected.

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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