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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 15006 *5e”

| NTRODUCED BY PI STELLA, DeWEESE, FLEAGLE, FARGO, LAUB, MELI G
ROONEY, DENT, TIGUE, CLARK, MASLAND, SCHEETZ, HECKLER, DALEY,
MARKGOSEK, D. R WRIGHT, COLAI ZZO, G GIOITI, FAJT, CLYMER,
NYCE, STABACK, SATHER, HERSHEY, M LLER, M N WRI GHT, SEMVEL
FAI RCH LD, B. SM TH, MJRPHY, TANGRETTI, KING HASAY, FLICK
AND D. W SNYDER, MAY 3, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MAY 3, 1993
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing certain

immunity to individuals who provide |limted vol unteer nedical

pr of essi onal care.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8331 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:

§ 8331. Medical good Samaritan civil immunity.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any physician or any other practitioner
of the healing arts or any registered nurse, |icensed by any
state, who happens by chance upon the scene of an emergency or
who arrives on the scene of an enmergency by reason of serving on
an energency call panel or simlar commttee of a county nedi cal
society or who is called to the scene of an energency by the

police or other duly constituted officers of a governnent unit

or who is present when an energency occurs and who, in good
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faith, renders emergency care at the scene of the energency,
shall not be liable for any civil danages as a result of any
acts or om ssions by such physician or practitioner or
regi stered nurse in rendering the energency care, except any
acts or om ssions intentionally designed to harmor any grossly
negligent acts or om ssions which result in harmto the person
recei vi ng energency care.

[(b) Definition.--As used in this section "good faith" shal
include, but is not [imted to, a reasonable opinion that the
i mredi acy of the situation is such that the rendering of care
shoul d not be postponed until the patient is hospitalized.]

(b)Y Volunteer nedical professional civil inmunity.--Any

medi cal prof essi onal who does not receive renuneration for

medi cal services provided to a person in a health care delivery

site shall not be liable for any civil damages as a result of

any acts or om ssions by the nedi cal professional in rendering

health care, except for reckl essness or wanton conduct.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Good faith." Shall include, but is not limted to, a

reasonabl e opinion that the situation is such that the rendering

of care should not be postponed until the patient is

hospitali zed.

"Healing arts." The science and skill of diagnosis,

prevention or treatnent, in any nmanner what soever, of di sease or

any ail nent of the hunan body.

"Health care delivery site." A location at which health care

pr of essi onal s provide nedical care, including, but not limted

to, hospitals, clinics, satellite clinics, comunity heal th
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centers not affiliated with hospitals, or |ocation of a

Departnent of Heal th sponsored program

"Medi cal professional." An individual who is authorized to

practi ce sone conponent of the healing arts by a |license,

permt, certificate or registration i ssued by a Commonweal th

i censi ng agency or board.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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