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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1401 =5

I NTRODUCED BY JOSEPHS, MANDERI NO, RI CHARDSQN, Bl SHOP, CLI VER
CARN, ROEBUCK, W LLIAMS5, JAMES, THOVAS, HUGHES, BUTKOVI TZ,
DONATUCCI , ACOSTA, FREEMAN, TRI CH, STURLA, STETLER, ARGALL
SEMVEL, DENT, ULIANA, D. W SNYDER, HARLEY AND L. |. COHEN
APRIL 21, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, APRIL 21, 1993

O (o0} ~ OO WNE

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment of a joint task force between
the Departnent of Health and the Departnent of Public Welfare
to devel op and inplenment on a pilot basis a health insurance
continuation programfor insured people with acquired
i mrunodefi ci ency syndrone (Al DS) and human i munodefi ci ency
virus (H'V); and nmaki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Health
I nsurance Continuation Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.
The General Assenbly finds and declares that an insurance
continuation programwoul d | essen dependency on public
assi stance by forestalling or elimnating the need for
individuals with the AIDS/H V virus frominpoveri shing

t hensel ves to becone eligible for Medicaid due to the | oss of

private insurance coverage, thereby permtting individuals with
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AIDS/H V to maintain rewarding part-tinme or full-time work. An

i nsurance continuation program spreads the cost of health care
anong private insurance carriers, publicly supported Medicaid
and Medi care prograns and the patient. An insurance continuation
programis a cost-effective nmeans of assisting persons with Al DS
and H' V who have private insurance by saving the Conmonweal th $9
in Medicaid costs for every $1 invested in an insurance
continuation program

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnments.” The Departnment of Health of the Commonweal th
and/ or the Departnment of Public Wl fare of the Conmonweal t h.

"Task force." The Health Insurance Continuation Joint Task
Force of the Department of Health and the Departnent of Public
Wel fare created by this act.

Section 4. Establishnent of Health Insurance Continuation Joint
Task Force.

(a) Conposition.--The task force shall be conprised of the
followi ng 11 nenbers:

(1) The Secretary of the Departnment of Health or a
desi gnee.

(2) The Secretary of the Departnment of Public Wl fare or
a desi gnee.

(3) Two representatives fromnonprofit organizations
providing services to individuals with the AIDS/H V virus, to
be appoi nted by the President of the Senate.

(4) Two representatives fromthe insurance industry to

be appoi nted by the President pro tenpore of the Senate.
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(5) Two representatives fromAIDS/ H V service
organi zations to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves.

(6) Two representatives of a nonprofit hospital plan
corporation or a representative of a nonprofit professional
health service plan to be appointed by the Governor.

(7) The Insurance Comm ssioner of the Comonweal th or a
desi gnee.

Section 5. Purpose.
The purpose of the task force is to devel op and i npl enment on
a pilot basis a health insurance continuation programto be
adm ni stered by the Departnent of Health.
Section 6. Duties of task force.
The task force shall:

(1) Identify persons with AIDS/H V that may | ose private
heal t h i nsurance coverage due to unenploynment or inability to
pay.

(2) Determine financial eligibility criteria for
participation in the program

(3) Determne for eligible participants appropriate
procedures for pronpt paynent of the insurance prem uns.

(4) Designate appropriate departnental staff who are
sensitive to the unique needs of the progranis participants
to manage the health insurance continuation program

(5) Report to the Commttee on Health and Wl fare in the
Senate and the House of Representatives at |east once a year
during the existence of the pilot program

(6) Promulgate regulations for the adm nistration of the
heal th i nsurance continuation programw thin six nonths after

the effective date of this act.
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Section 7. Confidentiality protection.

To ensure the confidentiality of eligible participants the
task force shall establish guidelines for Comonweal t h enpl oyees
adm nistering this act.

Section 8. Appropriation.

The sum of $50, 000, or as much thereof as may be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to the Health I nsurance Conti nuation
Joint Task Force for the fiscal year July 1, 1993, to June 30,
1994, for premuns. This appropriation shall be a three-year
continui ng appropriation and shall be allocated so that $50, 000
is expended in each of the three fiscal years.

Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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