PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1539 PRINTER S NO. 1623

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1394 5

| NTRODUCED BY RI CHARDSQON, EVANS, DeWEESE, HUGHES, RI TTER, JAMES,
CALTAG RONE, TRI CH, ROBI NSON, PETRONE, CAWEY, | TKIN, Bl SHOP,
M COHEN, COLI VER, COWNELL, ROEBUCK, CARN, KELLER, THQOVAS,
W LLI AM5, MANDERI NO, ACCSTA, DALEY, STURLA, BEBKO- JONES,
CURRY, KUKOVI CH, KIRKLAND AND PESCI, APRIL 21, 1993

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 27, 1993
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public

wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," CREATI NG THE ASSI STANCE <—

RECI PI ENT | DENTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM AND providing for certain
Federal benefits and Federal funding.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known
as the Public Wl fare Code, is anended by addi ng sections to

r ead:

SECTI ON 414. ASSI STANCE RECI PI ENT | DENTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM - - <—

(A)  THERE | S HEREBY CREATED A PILOT PROGRAM W THI N THE

DEPARTMENT TO BE KNOMWN AS THE ASSI STANCE RECI Pl ENT

| DENTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM

(B) THE PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM IS TO ELI M NATE DUPL| CATI ON

OF_ASS| STANCE TO RECI PI ENTS.

(€ THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SELECT THREE COUNTIES IN TH' S
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COMVONVEALTH REPRESENTI NG RURAL, SUBURBAN AND URBAN AREAS TO

PARTI CI PATE I N TH S PROGRAM

(D) A PERSON CURRENTLY RECEI VI NG OR APPLYI NG FOR ASSI STANCE

SHALL PARTI Cl PATE I N THE PROGRAM THE PERSON SHALL BE

FI NGERPRI NTED AND PHOTO | DENTI FI ED.

(E) ITISAVIOATION FOR A PERSON | N THE PROGRAM TO ACQUI RE

OR ATTEMPT TO ACQUI RE DUPL| CATI ON OF_ ASSI STANCE.

(F) ABSENT A COURT ORDER, ONLY THE COVMONWEALTH SHALL HAVE

ACCESS TO RECORDS UNDER THI S PROGRAM

(G _THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE A REPORT TO THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH S ACT. THE

REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE CASELOAD DATA BEFORE | MPLEMENTATION OF THI' S

SECTION AS VELL AS AFTER ONE YEAR FOR COMPARI SON PURPGSES TO

JUDGE THE PROGRAMS' S EFFECTI VENESS AT FRAUD DETERRENCE.

(H_ AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON, "PROGRAM' SHALL MEAN THE

ASS| STANCE RECI PI ENT | DENTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM

(1) TH'S SECTION SHALL EXPI RE ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE

DATE OF THI S ACT.

Secti on 454. Maxi m zati on of Federal Funds for Al cohol and

O her Drug Dependency Treat nent under Medi cal Assi stance. --The

departnent shall take all efforts necessary to maxi mi ze Federa

funds under the nedi cal assi stance program for al cohol and ot her

drug dependency treatnent now funded with purely State funds.

Such efforts shall, at a mninum include the foll ow ng:

(1) train Disability Advocacy Project workers in Soci al

Security disability criteria for persons with al coholi sm and

ot her drug dependenci es;

(2) design a systemto identify persons on gener al

assi stance who are al cohol or other drug dependent and refer

t hose persons to specially trained Disability Advocacy Project
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(3) anend the State Medi cal Assistance Plan to adopt the

opti on of maki ng i ndependent disability determ nati ons of

persons wi th al coholi smand ot her drug dependenci es for purposes

of nedi cal assistance eligibility as authorized by Title Xl X of

the Social Security Act (49 Stat. 620, 42 U S.C. § 301 et seq.);

and

(4) transfer persons on general assistance who appear to

meet the Social Security disability criteria to Federal nedical

assi stance and seek Federal match for the cost of the services

provided to them

Secti on 455. Maxi m zati on of Federal Funds for Residenti al

Al cohol and O her Drug Dependency Treatnent.--The depart nent

shall take all efforts necessary to nmaxi m ze Federal funds under

t he nedi cal assi stance program for residential al cohol and other

drug dependency treatnent now funded with purely State funds

pursuant to sections 2334 and 2335 of the act of April 9, 1929

(P.L.177, No.175), known as "The Adm nistrati ve Code of 1929."

Such efforts shall, at a mninum include the foll ow ng:

(1) where cost effective, provide funds to residenti al

al cohol and ot her drug dependency treatnent facilities that

serve persons under twenty-one yvears of age to becone accredited

by the Joi nt Conm ssi on on Accreditati on of Health Care

Organi zati ons and then seek Federal nmtch for Medicaid eligible

persons under twenty-one years of age treated in such

facilities;

(2) anend the State Medi cal Assi stance Pl an and seek Feder al

match for any individual eligible for nedi cal assistance under

Federal requirenents being treated in a residential facility

havi ng | ess than seventeen treatnent beds;

19930H1394B1623 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(3) anend the State Medi cal Assi stance Pl an and seek Feder al

mat ch under the optional targeted case nmanagenent provi si on of

the Federal Medical Assi stance Program as provided for in the

Social Security Act (49 Stat. 620, 42 U.S.C. 8 301 et seq.) for

any case nanhagenent services currently or anticipated to be

provi ded under sections 2334 and 2335 of "The Adm ni strative

Code of 1929," including those case nmanagenent services to be

provi ded under contract with the Single County Drug and Al cohol

Aut horities; and

(4) enter into negotiations with the Health Care Fi nanci ng

Adnmi ni strati on regardi ng obtai ni ng Federal nmatch under nedi cal

assi stance for other individuals receiving residential al cohol

and ot her drug dependency treatnent.

Secti on 456. Procedure in Relation to Certain Medical

Assi stance Clains.--(a) The departnent shall anend the State

Medi cal Assi stance Plan to adopt the opti on of nmking

i ndependent disability determ nati ons of persons with al coholism

and ot her drug dependenci es for purposes of nedi cal assi stance

eligibility as authorized by Title XI X of the Social Security

Act (49 Stat. 620, 42 U. S.C. § 301 et seq.).

(b)Y The departnent shall transfer persons on gener al

assi stance who appear to neet the Social Security disability

criteria to Federal nedi cal assistance and shall seek Feder al

match for the cost of these services.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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