PRINTER S NO. 985

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 908 *ue”

| NTRODUCED BY CALTAG RONE, PI CCOLA, LaCGROTTA, PESCI, MELIQ,
MANDERI NO AND RI TTER, MARCH 24, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 24, 1993
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for

jurisdiction and venue and for certain costs and fees and the

col l ection and disposition thereof; and providing for the
conpensati on of justices and judges.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 1515, 1725.1, 3571(c) and 3581 of Title
42 of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated Statutes, anmended or added
Decenber 18, 1992 (P.L. , No.167), are anended to read:

§ 1515. Jurisdiction and venue.

(a) Jurisdiction.--Except as otherw se prescribed by general
rul e adopted pursuant to section 503 (relating to reassi gnnent
of matters), district justices shall, under procedures
prescri bed by general rule, have jurisdiction of all of the
following matters:

(1) Sunmary of f enses.

(2) Matters arising under the act of April 6, 1951
(P.L.69, No.20), known as The Landlord and Tenant Act of



1 1951, which are stated therein to be within the jurisdiction
2 of a district justice.

3 (3) Guvil clainms, except clains against a Cormonweal th
4 party as defined by section 8501 (relating to definitions),

5 wherein the sum demanded does not exceed [ $8, 000] $4, 000,

6 excl usive of interest and costs, in the follow ng classes of
7 actions:

8 (i) In assunpsit, except cases of real contract

9 where the title to real estate may be in question.

10 (ii) In trespass, including all forns of trespass
11 and trespass on the case.

12 (iti1) For fines and penalties by any governnent

13 agency.

14 A plaintiff may waive a portion of his claimof nore than

15 [ $8, 000] $4,000 so as to bring the matter within the nonetary
16 jurisdiction of a district justice. Such waiver shall be

17 revoked automatically if the defendant appeals the final

18 order of the district justice or when the judgnment is set

19 asi de upon certiorari.
20 (4) As comm ssioners to preside at arraignnments, fix and
21 accept bail, except for offenses under 18 Pa.C S. 8§ 2502
22 (relating to nmurder) and 2503 (relating to voluntary
23 mansl aughter) for which the fixing and accepting of bai
24 shall be perfornmed by any judge of any court of conmon pl eas,
25 and to issue warrants and performduties of a simlar nature,
26 including the jurisdiction of a commtting magistrate in al
27 crimnal proceedings.
28 (5) Ofenses under 75 Pa.C.S. 8 3731 (relating to
29 driving under influence of alcohol or controlled substance),
30 if the following criteria are net:
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1 (i) The offense is the first offense by the

2 def endant under such provision in this Comonweal th.

3 (ii) No personal injury (other than to the defendant
4 or the imrediate famly of the defendant) resulted from
5 t he of f ense.

6 (ii1) The defendant pleads guilty.

7 (iv) No property damage in excess of $500 ot her than
8 to the defendant's property resulted fromthe violation.
9 (v) The defendant is not subject to the provisions
10 of Chapter 63 (relating to juvenile nmatters).

11 (vi) The arresting authority shall cause to be

12 transmtted a copy of the charge of any violation of 75
13 Pa.C.S. 8 3731 to the office of the clerk of the court of
14 common pleas within five days after the prelimnary

15 arrai gnnment .

16 In determning that the above criteria are nmet the district
17 justice shall rely on the certification of the arresting

18 authority. Certification that the criteria are net need not
19 be in witing. Wthin ten days after the disposition, the
20 district justice shall certify the disposition to the office
21 of the clerk of the court of common pleas in witing.
22 (6) (i) Ofenses under Title 18 (crines and of fenses),
23 Title 30 (fish) and Title 35 (health and safety) which
24 are classified as m sdeneanors of the third degree, if
25 the following criteria are net:
26 (A) The m sdeneanor is not the result of a
27 reduced char ge.
28 (B) Any personal injury or property damage is
29 | ess than $500.
30 (C© The defendant pleads guilty.
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(D) The defendant is not subject to the
provi si ons of Chapter 63.
(ii) Subparagraph (i) shall not apply to any of fense
under the follow ng provisions of Title 18:
Section 4303 (relating to conceal i ng death of
child born out of wedl ock).
Section 4321 (relating to willful separation or
nonsupport).
Section 5103 (relating to unlawfully listening
into deliberations of jury).
(6.1) Al offenses under Title 34 (relating to gane).
(7) WMatters jurisdiction of which is vested in district
justices by any statute.

(b) Venue and process.--The venue of a district justice
concerning matters over which jurisdiction is conferred by
subsection (a) shall be as prescribed by general rule. The
process of the district justice shall extend beyond the
territorial limts of the magisterial district to the extent
prescri bed by general rule.

§ 1725.1. Costs.

(a) GCvil cases.--Subject to subsection (f), the costs to be
charged by district justices in every civil case, except as
otherwi se provided in this section, shall be as foll ows:

(1) Actions involving $500 or

(2) Actions involving nore than

$500 but not nore than $2,000........................ $40. 00
(3) Actions involving nore than

$2,000 [but not nore than $4,000].................... $50. 00

[(4) Actions involving nore than
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$4, 000 but not nore than $8,000...................... $75. 00]
[(5)] (4) Landlord-tenant actions involving

less than $2,000. ... ... .. $45. 00
[(6)] (5) Landlord-tenant actions involving nore

than $2,000 [but not nmore than $4,000]............... $55. 00

[(7) Landlord-tenant actions involving nore

t han $4, 000 but not nore than $8,000................. $75. 00]
[(8)] (6) Oder of execution.................... $22.50
[(9)] (7) njectiontolevy..................... $10. 00
[(10)] (8) Reinstatenent of conplaint.......... $ 5.00
(9) Oders of possession. ............uouuiuuun... $20. 00
Such costs shall include all charges except the costs of a

district justice's transcript of every proceedi ng on appeal or
certiorari (including affidavit and certificate) which shall be
$2.50 per transcript. [Said] Such costs shall not include,
however, the cost of postage and registered nmail which shall be
borne by the plaintiff.

(b) Crimnal cases.--Subject to subsection (f), the costs to
be charged by the minor judiciary or by the court of common
pl eas where appropriate in every crimnal case, except as
otherwi se provided in this section, shall be as foll ows:

(1) Sunmary conviction, except notor vehicle

(2) Sunmary conviction, notor vehicles cases,
other than paragraph (3).......... .. ... .. .. .. . ... ... $22.50

(3) Sunmary conviction, notor vehicle cases,

hearing demanded. . .......... ... ... .. .. .. . .. . i $27.50
(4) Msdenmeanor. ............iiiiinn.. [ $32. 50]
$33. 50
(5) Felony. . ... . . . [ $37.50]
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Such costs shall include all charges including the costs of
giving a district justice's transcript to the prosecutor or
def endant, or both, if requested. Such costs shall not include,
however, the cost of postage and registered nmail which shall be
pai d by the defendant upon conviction.
(c) Unclassified costs or charges.--Subject to subsection
(f), the costs to be charged by the mnor judiciary in the
foll owi ng instances not readily classifiable shall be as
fol | ows:
(1) Entering transcript of judgnment from another
menber of the mnor judiciary....................... $ 5.00
(2) WMarrying each couple, nmaking record thereof,
and certificate to the parties...................... $25. 00
(3) Ganting emergency relief pursuant to 23 Pa.C. S.
Ch. 61 (relating to protection fromabuse).......... $10. 00
(4) Issuing a search warrant (except as provided
in subsection (d))......... $10. 00
(5) Any other issuance not otherw se provided for
inthis subsection......... ... .. . . . i, $10. 00
(d) Search warrants.--In every case where a search warrant
is requested by a police officer, constable or other peace
of fi cer engaged as such in the enploy or service of the
Commonweal th or any of its political subdivisions, no cost or
charge shall be assessed agai nst such officer, the Commonweal th
or political subdivision for the issuance of such search
war r ant .
(e) Fish and boating of fenses. --
(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), any person

convicted of a summary offense under Title 30 (relating to
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fish) shall, in addition to the fine inposed, be sentenced to

pay $10 as costs of the issuing authority which costs shal

i nclude all charges including, when called for, the costs of

postage and registered or certified mail and the costs of

giving a transcript to the prosecutor or defendant, or both,

i f request ed.

(2) Were the person charged with a summary of f ense
under Title 30 demands a hearing, the costs of the issuing
authority shall be $15, which costs shall include all charges
i ncludi ng the charges specified in paragraph (1).

(f) Annual increase in costs.--Beginning on January 1, 1994,
and each January 1 thereafter, the costs under subsections (a),
(b) and (c) shall be increased by the percentage of increase in
t he Consumer Price |Index for Urban Workers for the i mediate

precedi ng cal endar year to the next even dollar which shall be

publ i shed in the Pennsylvania Bulletin annually by the Suprene
Court on or before the preceding Novenber 30. This subsection
shal |l expire January 1, 2001
§ 3571. Commonweal th portion of fines, etc.

* x *

(c) Costs in district justice proceedings. --

(1) Costs collected by a district justice shall be
transmtted nonthly to the Cormonweal th in anmounts as
prescri bed in subsection (b) and the bal ance shall be
transmtted nonthly to the county in which the nmagisteri al
district is |located. Costs transmtted to the Commonweal th
shall be credited to the General Fund. Costs transmtted to
the county shall be retained by the county for its use.

(2) Anmounts payable to the Comobnweal th

(i) Sunmary conviction, except notor vehicle
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1 CAS S . ittt $10. 00
2 (i) Summary conviction, notor vehicle cases other
3 t han subparagraph (iii).......... ... ... ... ..... $10. 00
4 (ti1) Sunmary conviction, notor vehicle cases,

5 hearing demanded. .. ............................ $10. 00
6 (iv) Msdenmeanor..............c.ouuuiunuon.. $13. 00
7 (v) Felony..... ... ... . . . $20. 00
8 (vi) Assunpsit or trespass involving:

9 (A) $500 or less.........viiuinn .. $12. 50
10 (B) More than $500 but not nore than

11 $2,000. . .. $20. 00
12 (© More than $2,000 [but not nore

13 than $4,000]....... ... . . $30. 00
14 [(D) Mre than $4,000 but not nore

15 than $8,000........ ... ... . . $50. 00]
16 (vii) Landl ord-tenant proceedi ng invol ving:

17 (A) $2,000 or less.................... $20. 00
18 (B) More than $2,000 [but not nore

19 $4,000] . ... $25. 00
20 [(©O More than $4,000 but not nore than
21 $8,000. . ... $35. 00]
22 (viii) Qbjectiontolevy................. [$ 5.00]
23 10.00
24 (ix) Oder of execution................... $15. 00
25 (x) Issuing a search warrant (except as provided
26 in section 1725.1(d) (relating to costs))...... $ 7.00
27 (xi) Order of possession.................. $15. 00
28 (xii) Reinstatenent of conplaint.......... $ 5.00
29 (3) In all cases where costs are borne by the county
30 pursuant to section 1725.2 (relating to assunption of sumrary
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conviction costs by county), no share of such costs shall be
payabl e to t he Commonweal t h.

(4) Beginning on January 1, 1994, and each January 1
thereafter, the costs under paragraph (2) shall be increased
by the percentage of increase in the Consuner Price |Index for
Urban Workers for the i mmedi ate precedi ng cal endar year to

t he next even dollar which shall be published in the

Pennsyl vania Bulletin annually by the Supreme Court on or
before the precedi ng Novenber 30. This paragraph shall expire
January 1, 2001.

* x *

§ 3581. Judicial salaries.

(a) Suprenme Court.--The annual salary of the Chief Justice
of the Suprene Court shall be $108,000, and the annual salary of
each of the other justices of the Suprenme Court shall be
$105, 000.

(b) Superior Court.--The annual salary of the President
Judge of the Superior Court shall be $103, 000, and the annual
salary of the other judges of the Superior Court shall be
$101, 500.

(c) Conmmonwealth Court.--The annual sal ary of the President
Judge of the Commopnwealth Court shall be $103,000. The annual
salary of each of the other judges of the Comonweal th Court
shal | be $101, 500.

(d) Courts of common pleas. --

(1) The annual salary of a president judge of a court of
common pl eas shall be fixed in accordance with the foll ow ng
schedul e:

(i) Allegheny County, $92,000.
(ii) Philadel phia County, $92,500.
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(ti1) Judicial districts having six or nore judges,
$91, 000.

(itv) Judicial districts having three to five judges,
$90, 500.

(v) Judicial districts having one or two judges,
$90, 000.

(vi) Admnistrative judges of the divisions of the
Court of Common Pl eas of Phil adel phia County with
di vi sions of six or nore judges, $91, 000.

(vii) Admnistrative judges of the divisions of the
Court of Common Pl eas of Phil adel phia County with
di visions of five or |ess judges, $90, 500.

(viii) Administrative judges of the divisions of the
Court of Common Pl eas of All egheny County with divisions
of six or nore judges, $91, 000.

(ix) Admnistrative judges of the divisions of the
Court of Common Pl eas of All egheny County of five or |ess
j udges, $90, 500.

(2) The other judges of the courts of common pl eas shal

be paid an annual sal ary of $90, 000.

(e) Philadel phia Municipal Court.--The President Judge of
t he Phil adel phia Minicipal Court shall receive an annual salary
of $89, 000. The annual salary for the other judges of the
Phi | adel phia Muni ci pal Court shall be $87, 500.

(f) Philadelphia Traffic Court.--The President Judge of the
Phi | adel phia Traffic Court shall receive an annual sal ary of
$48,500. The annual salary for the other judges of the
Phi | adel phia Traffic Court shall be $48, 000.

(g) District justices.--A district justice shall receive an

annual sal ary payabl e by the Commonweal th and conput ed by addi ng
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1 to $33,500 the product of the population of his magisteri al

2 district times [$1, but in no event shall the salary exceed

3 $45,000] $2, to a current nmaxi mum of $45, 000.

4 (h) Senior judges.--The conpensation of the senior judges

5 pursuant to section 4121 (relating to assignnent of judges)

6 shall be $275 per day. In any cal endar year the anmount of

7 conpensation which a senior judge shall be permitted to earn as
8 a senior judge shall not, when added to retirenent incone paid
9 by the Commonweal th for such senior judge, exceed the

10 conpensation payable by the Cormobnwealth to a judge then in

11 regular active service on the court fromwhich said senior judge
12 retired. A senior judge who so elects may serve w thout being
13 paid all or any portion of the conpensation provided by this

14 section.

15 (i) Annual cost-of-living adjustnent.--Beginning January 1,
16 1994, and each January 1 thereafter, the annual sal aries under
17 subsections (a) through (h) shall be increased by the percentage
18 increase in the Consunmer Price Index for Urban Wrkers for the
19 imredi ate precedi ng twel ve-nonth period. The percentage of
20 increase shall be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin
21 annually by the Suprene Court on or before Novenber 30. This
22 subsection shall expire January 1, 2001
23 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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