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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 860 =%

| NTRODUCED BY KELLER, DONATUCCI, KENNEY, M GEEHAN, DENT, DeLUCA
ROONEY, GLADECK, RAYMOND, YANDRI SEVI TS, BELFANTI, J. TAYLOR,
FAJT, STISH, WOGAN, PISTELLA AND LEE, MARCH 23, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 23, 1993
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol idated Statutes, further providing for civil
proceedi ngs and for nonetary limts of parental liability.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 5504 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subsection to read:
8§ 5504. Establishing liability in civil proceedi ngs.

* * %

(d) Action against parent.--Notw thstandi ng any provi sion to

the contrary, a victimof a willful, tortious act of a child may

initiate a civil action directly agai nst the parent or parents

of the child who conmitted the tortious act, for the purpose of

recei ving conpensation for the injuries suffered, not to exceed

the limtations set forth in secti on 5505.

Section 2. Section 5505 of Title 23 is anended to read:
§ 5505. Monetary limts of liability.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Liability of the parents under this



chapter shall be limted to:

(1) The sum of [$300] $1,000 for injuries suffered by
any one person as a result of one tortious act or continuous
series of tortious acts.

(2) The sumof [$1,000] $2,500 regardl ess of the nunber
of persons who suffer injury as a result of one tortious act
or continuous series of tortious acts.

(b) Proceedings where | oss exceeds liability.--1n the event
that actual |oss as ascertained by the court or the judgnent
agai nst the child exceeds [$1,000] $2,500, the parents shall be
di scharged fromfurther liability by the paynent of [$1, 000]
$2,500 into court. The court shall cause all aggrieved parties
to submt item zed statenments of loss in witing and shall make
di stribution proportionately, whether the clains be for injuries
to the person or for theft, destruction or |oss of property. The
court may take testinmony to assist it in making proper
di stribution and may appoint a master to acconplish this
purpose. All costs and fees incurred in these proceedi ngs shal
be paid fromthe [$1,000] $2,500 paid into court.

(c) Joint acts by children of sanme parent.--The limtations
on liability set forth in subsections (a) and (b) shall be
appl i cabl e when two or nore children of the same parent engage
jointly in the comm ssion of one tortious act or series of
tortious acts.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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