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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 651 5

| NTRODUCED BY PESCI, BUSH, M LLER, SCHEETZ, CAWEY, JAROLIN

JADLOW EC, KASUNI C, CEI ST, HASAY, VEON, FAJT, HARLEY, MERRY,
M HALI CH AND STABACK, MARCH 22, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 22, 1993

AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for civil
damages for conversion of tinber

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Disreputable tinber operators are cutting and
removing the tinber of others w thout perm ssion.

(2) The tinber operators referred to in paragraph (1)
are avoiding crimnal liability by claimng mstake.

(3) CGuvil liability for action under paragraph (1) is
l[imted to damages in the anount of the value of the tinber.

(4) Danages under paragraph (3) do not protect property
owners from having their tinber cut without their consent and
do not discourage the depletion of a val uabl e natural
resour ce.

(5) Additional civil damages are necessary to protect
property owners from having their tinber cut without their
consent and to discourage the depletion of a val uabl e natural

resource.



1 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

2 hereby enacts as foll ows:

3 Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

4 Statutes is amended by adding a section to read:

5 § 8311. Danmmges in actions for conversion of tinber.

6 (a) General rule.--A person who cuts or renoves the tinber
7 of another person w thout the consent of that person shall, in
8 addition to all other damages or other civil renedies provided
9 by law, be liable to that person in a civil action for an
10 additional amunt of damages equal to the value of the tinber
11 cut _or renoved.
12 (b) Tine limtation.--An action for conversion of tinber
13 shall be commenced within five years of the cause of action.
14 (c) Definition.--As used in this section, the term"tinber"
15 neans trees, logs or wooded | and which constitute a nerchantabl e
16 source of wood.
17 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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