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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 519 =5

I NTRODUCED BY BOYES, MERRY, TRELLO, FARGO, MELI O, BAKER, KENNEY,
STEI'L, CLARK, OLASZ, LAUGHLIN, STABACK, STERN, HECKLER
HALUSKA, BROWN AND CAPPABI ANCA, MARCH 15, 1993

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON CONSERVATI ON, MARCH 15, 1993
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 26, 1978 (P.L.1375, No.325),
entitled, as anended, "An act providing for the regul ation
and safety of dans and reservoirs, water obstructions and
encroachnents; consolidating and clarifying the prograns of
t he Departnent of Environnmental Resources and Navi gation
Commi ssion for the Del aware River; establishing penalties and
repealing certain acts,” providing for notice and hearings
relating to certain wetlands permts and studies.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of Novenber 26, 1978 (P.L.1375, No.325),
known as the Dam Safety and Encroachnents Act, is anended by
addi ng a section to read:

Section 9. 1. Notice and hearing relating to certain perm:t

appli cati ons.

(a) Upon receipt and review of an application for a permt

requi ri ng wetl ands repl acenent or mtigation, or where the

departnent is conducting a wetl ands envi ronnental assessnent

study, the departnent shall:

(1) Notify all affected parties, including
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muni ci palities which enconpass in whole or in part the permt

or study area. This notice shall be given by certified nnil.

Affected parties shall include residents and property owners

as well as businesses i npacted by the pernmt or study.

(2) At the request of any party or nunicipality, conduct

at |l east one public hearing on the permt or study.

(3) Allowfor a 30-day public coment period to receive

witten statenents relating to the permt or study.

(b) (1) At least 30 days prior to conducting a hearing

under this section, the departnent shall publish notice of

sane in a newspaper of general circulation in the proposed

pernmit area.

(2) |If a public hearing is held, a person may testify

within the tine provided or submt witten conments, or both.

The departnment shall consider testinbny relevant to the

requi renents of this act.

(3) After a hearing, the departnent shall prepare a

sunmary of the witten and oral comments submtted at the

hearing, a sunmary of any conments received during a public

comment period, the departnent's responses to the comments

and the reasons therefor. The departnent shall provi de copi es

of this sunmary to persons who subnmitted comments and to

ot her persons who request a copy.

(4) VWhether or not the departnent holds a public

heari nqg, the departnent nay conduct an i nformal neetinq,

public neeting or series of neetings.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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