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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 165 5

I NTRODUCED BY WOZNI AK, PESCI, PETRARCA, TRELLO, BATTI STO AND
E. Z. TAYLOR, FEBRUARY 3, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, FEBRUARY 3, 1993
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 1, 1945 (P.L.1242, No.428), entitled

"An act relating to roads, streets, highways and bri dges;

amendi ng, revising, consolidating and changing the | aws

adm ni stered by the Secretary of H ghways and by the

Depart ment of Hi ghways relating thereto,” providing for the

desi gnation of heritage routes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 1, 1945 (P.L.1242, No.428), known
as the State H ghway Law, is anmended by adding an article to
read:

ARTI CLE | V-A

HERI TAGE ROUTES

Secti on 401- A Legi sl ati ve Findings and Intent.--(a) The

CGCeneral Assenbly finds that certain portions of State hi ghways

and the rural State hi ghway system are so uni quel y endowed by

natural aesthetic, ecoloqgical, environnental and cul tural

anenities imedi ately adjacent to the roadside that their use by

a |l arge percentage of the notoring public, particularly during
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the recreati onal season, is for the experience of traveling the

hi ghway rather than as a route to a destinati on. The inprovenent

phi | osophy for these highways is to maintain the essenti al

el enents of the hi ghways and the areas i nmedi ately surroundi ng

t he hi ghways that create their uni que character

(b)Y It is the intent of the General Assenbly, in providing

for the designation of certain portions of State hi ghways and

the rural State hi ghway system as heritage routes, to establish

the Commonweal th's responsibility for the protecti on and

enhancenent of the Commpbnweal th's scenic, recreational and

hi storic resources along its hi ghways by identifying those

portions of State hi ghways and the rural State hi ghway system

whi ch, together with their adjacent corridors, require special

conservation treatnent. It is further the intent of the General

Assenbly in designating these heritage routes to assign

responsibility for the devel opnent of the routes and for the

est abl i shnent and application of specific planni ng and desi gn

criteria and procedures appropriate to these routes. The Gener al

Assenbly further intends to provide criteria for the | ocati on

and | ength of routes and adj acent areas requiring continui ng and

careful coordi nati on of pl anni ng, desi gn, construction,

mai nt enance, | and use and devel opnent, by State and | ocal

agenci es, as appropriate, to encourage adjacent | and use

consistent with the intent of the desi gnati on.

Secti on 402- A Definitions.--Wen used in this article, the

foll owi ng words and phrases shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

"Commi ssi on" shall nean the State Transportati on Conm ssi on.

"Heritage route" shall nean a State hi ghway or a portion of a

State hi ghway or a portion of the rural State hi ghway system

that is designated in the manner provided in this act as a
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scenic, recreational or historic route that is representative of

this Commonweal th's natural and cul tural heritage.

"Hi storic" shall nean buil di ngs, structures, interpreted

sites, objects or historic districts that are significant to the

hi story, archaeol ogy, architecture, engi neering or culture of

this Conmonweal t h.

"Recreational"” shall nean facilities normally associated with

| ei sure-tine activities, including, but not limted to, parks,

public access sites, wildlife refuges, forest areas, marinas,

swinnm ng areas, hiking trails and si ght seei ng ar eas.

"Sceni ¢c" shall nean an area of outstandi ng natural beauty

whose features include, but are not limted to, significant

natural features such as vegetation, |land form water and open

areas Wi th exceptional vistas and views, that singly or in

conbi nati on make that area uni que and di stinct in character.

Secti on 403- A Establi shnent of Criteria.--(a) Not nore

than sixty (60) days after the effective date of this act, the

commi ssi on shall subnmt recommendati ons to the depart nent

regarding uniformcriteria and procedures for the identification

of heritage routes. These criteria shall include, but not be

limted to, route sel ecti on, nmai ntenance, resurfacing,

restorati on and rehabilitati on of existing roads and the design

of new roads. Routes shall not be desi gnated as heritage routes

until the departnent notifies the General Assenbly of the

approved criteria and procedures.

(b)Y In establishing heritage routes, the departnent shal

take into consideration the concept of the conpl ete hi ghway,

which is a highway incorporating not only safety, utility and

econony but al so beauty. The departnent shall also take into

consideration that in a conpl ete hi ghway, pl easi ng appearance i s
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a consideration in the planni ng and desi gn process. Desi gnati on

of a heritage route shall also require that nunicipalities take

such action as nay be necessary to protect the integrity of the

desi gnated route as stipulated in the criteri a.

Secti on 404- A Desi gnati on of Commopnweal th Heritage Route

System --Upon approval of the criteria and procedures by the

departnent and notification of the General Assenbly, the

departnent shall identify those State hi ghways or porti ons of

State hi ghways and portions of the rural State hi ghway system

that satisfy the criteria and shall publish a proposed system of

heritage routes. The departnent shall solicit public comment for

thirty (30) days. Not nobre than sixty (60) days after the cl ose

of the comment period, the departnent shall designate a system

of routes as the Commpnweal th heritage route system

Secti on 405-A. Fi tness for Travel.--Planni ng, design,

reconstructi on and mai nt enance of all desi gnated heritage routes

shall be governed by criteria to ensure that these routes are

reasonably safe and fit for travel, while preserving the uni gue

characteristics that qualify them as heritage routes. Qutdoor

adverti sing shall be controll ed al ong heritage routes in

accordance with criteri a approved by the departnent.

Section 406-A. Additions, Deletions or Changes.--After

thirty-day conmment period and an opportunity for a public

heari ng, the departnent nay nake additi ons, del eti ons or changes

in the Conmmonweal th heritage route systemfor one or nore of the

foll ow ng reasons:

(1) By ordinance or resol ution, the governi ng body of a

muni ci pality has requested that a particular naned route |vying

within its jurisdictional boundaries be added to or deleted from

the Commonweal th heritage route system
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1 (2) The departnent has proposed to add or del ete any naned

2 route or portion of a route fromthe Commonweal th heritage route
3 system

4 (3) The departnent has proposed any action which would

5 result in a change in the scenic, historical or recreational

6 character of any route on the Conmmonweal th heritage route system
7 that is deternmned to be substantial by the departnent.

8 Section 407-A. Reports.--By the thirty-first day of Decenber
9 of each year, the departnent shall report to the Governor and

10 the General Assenbly the followng information regarding this

11 act:

12 (1) Routes designated during the previous year.

13 (2) Deletions or other changes made in the Commobnweal t h

14 heritage route systemduring the previous year.

15 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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