PRI OR PR

HOUSE AMENDED

NTER S NO. 1834 PRINTER S NO. 2613

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 150555

| NTRODUCED BY PETERSQON, ROBBI NS, STAPLETON, PORTERFI ELD

HELFR

CK, BRI GHTBI LL, SHUVAKER, MADI GAN, ANDREZESKI, STEWART,

VENGER, DAW DA, ARMSTRONG AND HOPPER, DECEMBER 19, 1991

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, NOVEMBER 17, 1992

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.805, No.247), entitled,

2 as reenacted and anmended, "An act to enpower cities of the

3 second class A, and third class, boroughs, incorporated

4 towns, townships of the first and second cl asses i ncl udi ng

5 those within a county of the second class and counties of the
6 second cl ass A through eighth classes, individually or

7 jointly, to plan their devel opnment and to govern the sane by
8 zoni ng, subdivision and | and devel opnent ordi nances, pl anned
9 residential devel opnment and ot her ordi nances, by official

10 maps, by the reservation of certain |land for future public

11 pur pose and by the acquisition of such land; to pronote the
12 conservation of energy through the use of planning practices
13 and to pronote the effective utilization of renewabl e energy
14 sources; providing for the establishment of planning

15 commi ssi ons, planning departnments, planning commttees and

16 zoni ng hearing boards, authorizing themto charge fees, nake
17 i nspections and hol d public hearings; providing for

18 medi ati on; providing for transferabl e devel opnent rights;

19 provi ding for appropriations, appeals to courts and penalties
20 for violations; and repealing acts and parts of acts,” ADD NG
21 A DEFINITION, AND further providing for purposes of the act
22 inrelation to forestry.
23 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

24 hereby enacts as follows:

25 Section 1. Section 105 of the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.805,

26  No. 247),

known as the Pennsyl vania Minicipalities Planning Code,
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reenact ed and anmended Decenber 21, 1988 (P.L.1329, No.170), is
amended to read:

Section 105. Purpose of Act.--1t is the intent, purpose and
scope of this act to protect and pronote safety, health and
norals; to acconplish coordi nated devel opnent; to provide for
the general welfare by guiding and protecting anenity,
conveni ence, future governnental, economc, practical, and
social and cultural facilities, devel opnent and growh, as well
as the inprovenent of governnmental processes and functions; to
gui de uses of |and and structures, type and | ocation of streets,
public grounds and other facilities; to pronote the conservation
of energy through the use of planning practices and to pronote
the effective utilization of renewabl e energy sources; and to
permt nunicipalities to mnimze such problens as nay presently

exi st or which may be foreseen. Additionally, the CGeneral

Assenbly recogni zes the rights and obligati on of private

| andowners to exercise forestry, an activity that predates

zoning, and declares that it is in the public interest to

encour age preservati on of open space by conserving forest and

ot her natural resources. Forestry activities, including, but not

limted to, the harvest and transport of forest products, when

practiced in accordance with applicable | aws and requl ati ons,

are traditional, fundanental and accessory uses of | and

t hr oughout this Conmonweal th and as such shall not be

unreasonably limted by use of nunicipal planning and zoni ng

powers or by the unreasonable interpretati on of such powers.

SECTI ON 2. SECTION 107(A) OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A <—
DEFI NI TI ON TO READ

SECTI ON 107. DEFINITIONS.--(A) THE FOLLON NG WORDS AND
PHRASES VWHEN USED IN THI S ACT SHALL HAVE THE MEANI NGS G VEN TO
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THEM I N TH' S SUBSECTI ON UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES
OTHERW SE:

* * %

"FORESTRY, " THE MANAGEMENT OF FORESTS AND TI MBERLANDS THROUGH

DEVELOPI NG, CULTI VATI NG, _HARVESTI NG, TRANSPORTI NG AND SELLI NG OF

TREES FOR COMVERCI AL PURPGSES.

* * %

SECTI ON 3. SECTION 603 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A
SUBSECTI ON TO READ:

SECTI ON 603. ORDI NANCE PROVI SI ONS. --* * *

(F) ZONI NG ORDI NANCES MAY NOT UNREASONABLY RESTRI CT FORESTRY

ACTI VI Tl ES.

Section 2 4. This act shall take effect imediately.
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