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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 293 =%

| NTRODUCED BY GAMBLE, D. W SNYDER, REBER, KOSI NSKI, TANGRETTI
FARMER, BOYES, LEH MRKONI C, LAUGHLI N, ANDERSON, TRELLG
FARGO, LAWESS, S. H SMTH, E. Z. TAYLOR PITTS, G Gl OTTI
DeLUCA, FEE, PETRONE, CARLSON, BUNT, JOHNSON, DEMPSEY, HASAY
STEI GHNER, STAIRS, FREIND, WOZNI AK, SCHEETZ, KING LANGITRY
CLYMER, KAI SER, MERRY, BROWN, ARMSTRONG TRI CH, CEl ST,
MARKGOSEK, NOYE, OLASZ, DALEY, BI RVELIN, NYCE, CLARK, BLACK,
TELEK, FLICK, KRUSZEWSKI, HERSHEY, M N WRI GHT, GALLEN
GRUPPO, BARLEY, JADLOW EC AND VROON, MARCH 31, 1992

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MARCH 31, 1992
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the Governor, the Secretary of Education and the State

Board of Education to delay consideration and inplenentation

of proposed anmendnents to Title 22 of the Pennsyl vani a Code.

WHEREAS, There is major concern and controversy expressed by
the citizens of this Commonweal th regarding the State Board of
Education's proposal to amend 22 Pa. Code, Chs. 3 (relating to
student testing), 5 (relating to curriculumrequirenents) and 6
(relating to vocational education), as set forth at 22 Pa.B
5207 (Novenber 2, 1991); and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Education is disregarding current
| aw by i npl enmenting portions of the proposed regul ati ons
pertaining to student assessnment in violation of State | aw
related to the regulatory review process; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Education is disregarding its own

policy as defined in Basic Education Circular 8-90 pertaining to
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student rights in testing; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Education has m srepresented to
parents the confidentiality of student assessnments by indicating
that identification information would not be included on test
materials; and

WHEREAS, The rights of parents, who are the primary educators
of their own children, are violated by not being able to easily
obtain access to sanple tests, information about testing, test
results and utilization of test data; and

WHEREAS, The State Board of Education has not provided a
meani ngful fiscal assessnment of the cost of these proposed
regul ati ons and standards to taxpayers of Pennsylvania and the
school boards of this Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, This Commonweal th currently suffers from ngjor
budget ary probl ens, and the Governor has expressed a sincere
desire to mnimze mandates on the schools of this Conmonwealt h;
and

WHEREAS, There are real questions about the validity of
out cone neasures as a fundanental principle for the
reorgani zati on of our schools; and

WHEREAS, The State Board of Education has made a
determi nation to delay action on the |earning outcones portion
of Chapter 5 of the proposed regul ations, thereby separating the
outconmes fromthe framework for assessment and curricul um and

WHEREAS, This action ties this Comonweal th, including
students, parents, teachers and adm nistrators, to unknown
educational requirenents; and

VWHEREAS, CQut cone education mandates that students mnust
denonstrate nmastery of the goals of quality education, and nost

of these goal s cannot be neasured objectively; and
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WHEREAS, There is no expl anation provided by the State Board
of Educati on on how goal s and outcones relate to student
assessnment, pronotion and graduation; and

WHEREAS, Parental interests were not neaningfully represented
in the review process for establishnment of the goals of quality
education, |earning outcones and school reorganization; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Education has usurped the
Constitutional rights of parents by denying themthe opportunity
to withdraw their children frominstruction that conflicts with
their religious beliefs; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the
Governor, the Secretary of Education and the State Board of
Education to delay consideration and inplenentation of proposed
anmendnents to Title 22 of the Pennsylvania Code prior to a
t hor ough and conpl ete investigation of the substance and process
of these proposed regul ations by a special legislative commttee
conposed of the nmpjority and mnority chairnmen of the
Appropriations, Judiciary, Finance, Education, Health and

Wel fare and Local Governnment Conmmittees.
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