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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 267 5

I NTRODUCED BY CEI ST, MJRPHY, BELARDI, FARGO, LAWESS, SEMVEL
LEH, ANGSTADT, PETRARCA, COHEN, NAHILL, TI GUE, KENNEY,
CAWLEY, HAYES, COY, SCHULER, DEMPSEY, PESCI, KOCSI NSKI, OLASZ,
STURLA, CALTAG RONE, CORRI GAN, STISH, BI SHOP, M COZZI E,
HARPER, LESCOVI TZ, STABACK, DALEY, LANGIRY, VEON, HARLEY
FAJT, CAPPABI ANCA, MARSI CO, ARNOLD, CI VERA, RUDY, PI STELLA,
ARMSTRONG, JOSEPHS, LAUGHLIN, BATTI STO, TOM.I NSON, BELFANTI ,
PRESTON, M HALI CH, HESS, G GLIOITI, TRELLO CARLSON,
J. TAYLOR, COLAI ZZO, KASUNI C, FLEAGLE AND KI NG MARCH 9, 1992

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MARCH 9, 1992
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating May 1992 as "Anyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Awareness
Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Over 300, 000 people alive today will eventually die
from Anyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), commonly known as "Lou
Gehrig's Disease,” which affects the notor-neuron system of the
human body; and

WHEREAS, At |east 5,000 people will be diagnosed this year as
having ALS, or an average of 13 cases per day; and

VWHEREAS, There is still no known cause or cure for ALS
despite the fact that the disease was di scovered in 1869; and

WHEREAS, Victins of this disease may | ose total novenent of
their arns, legs, fingers and toes, as well as the ability to
speak, swallow or breathe; and

WHEREAS, ALS patients have an average |life expectancy of
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between two and five years after the initial diagnhosis is nade;
and

WHEREAS, Wheel chairs, respirators and feeding tubes are often
necessary to assi st those who outlive the average life
expect ancy; and

VHEREAS, The National Institutes of Health have found that
victinms of ALS are increasingly younger, with many in their
twenties and thirties, and sonme nere teenagers; and

WHEREAS, ALS strikes people regardl ess of race, sex, age or
ethnicity; and

WHEREAS, The nunber of male victins of ALS under 50 years of
age equal s the nunber of fenale victinms, but over 50 years of
age, nmale victinms outnunber female victins by a ratio of 3 to 1;
and

WHEREAS, Finding the cause of, and a cure for, ALS will
prevent the disease from robbing hundreds of thousands of
Americans of their dignity and lives; and

WHEREAS, 1992 marks the 51st Anniversary of the death of one
of America' s greatest baseball players, Lou Gehrig, for whomthe
di sease was naned; and

WHEREAS, Rai sing public awareness of this disease wll
facilitate the discovery of a cure; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
designate May 1992 as "Anyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Awareness
Mont h" in Pennsylvania and call upon the citizens of this
Commonweal th to observe the nmonth with appropriate prograns and

activities.

B11L82WvB/ 19920H0267R3158 - 2 -



