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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 239 %%

| NTRODUCED BY GLADECK, BI RVELIN, LEH, CHADW CK, GODSHALL AND
HAGARTY, JANUARY 7, 1992

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JANUARY 7, 1992
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the Insurance Commi ssioner to delay the recent workers'

conpensation rate increase request pending |egislative

consi deration of the workers' conpensation program

WHEREAS, The Wbrkers' Conpensation Rating Bureau has filed a
rate request with the Insurance Comm ssioner on Septenber 19,
1991; and

WHEREAS, That rate request included a proposed 51.8% i ncrease
in the manual rate of workers' conpensation insurance; and

WHEREAS, This increase is the greatest proposed increase in
recent nenory; and

WHEREAS, The recent workers' conpensation rate increase
request, if approved, in whole or substantially in part, will be
unbearably detrinental to the econonmy and, hence, to the
enpl oyers and enpl oyees of this Comonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, The proposed 51.8% increase is the result of such
factors as the increasing cost of nedical treatnment, the

i ncreasi ng cost of nonnmedi cal benefits and the increasing

i nci dence and | ongevity of clains; and
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WHEREAS, Workers' conpensation costs can be reduced through
the enactnment of legislation that is directed at the elimnation
of fraud; and

WHEREAS, Workers' conpensation costs can be reduced through
| egislation which is directed at the appropriate restructuring
of benefits within limtations that assure adequate and
reasonabl e benefits to those individuals who are truly disabl ed
as aresult of an injury attributable to their enploynent; and

WHEREAS, Reform of the workers' conpensation program nust
necessarily include the professionalization of referees,
including a requirenment for reasoned decisions explicitly
stated, in order to assure basic fairness, inpartial justice and
due process for all parties; and

WHEREAS, Reform of the workers' conpensation program and the
reducti on of unbearabl e and unnecessary costs can be
acconpl i shed only through |egislative enactnent of fair and
reasonabl e statutory changes to the Pennsylvani a worknen's
conpensati on program therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives call upon the
I nsurance Commi ssioner to delay any decision on the proposed
rate increase of Septenmber 19, 1991, until full consideration of
wor kers' conpensation anmendatory | egislation by the House of
Representatives, the Senate and the Governor; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to

t he | nsurance Conmi ssi oner.
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