PRINTER S NO. 3352

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2564 5%

I NTRODUCED BY KUKOVI CH, SCHULER, STUBAN, RUDY, FREEMAN, GRUPPO,
PI STELLA, W LLIAMS, [ TKIN, VEON, HARPER, JOSEPHS, STABACK,
SCRI MENTI, BELARDI, CAPPABI ANCA, ClI VERA, MCALL, MARKGCSEK,
PESCI, KOSI NSKI, MHALE, NAHI LL, ARGALL, E. Z. TAYLOR AND
HALUSKA, MARCH 30, 1992

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AG NG AND YOUTH, MARCH 30, 1992
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AN ACT
Establi shing a programto provide certain personal assistance
services to adol escents; and further providing for the powers
and duties of the Departnment of Public Welfare.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Personal
Assi stance Services for Children with Physical Disabilities Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.

"Eligible child.” A child who is physically disabled and

mentally alert, who is at least 11 years of age but |less than 18

years of age, and who neets the follow ng requirenents:
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(1) Experiences a nedical determ nabl e physical
i mpai rment whi ch can be expected to |last for a continuous
period of not |ess than 12 nonths.

(2) Because of physical inpairnent, requires assistance
to conplete functions of daily living, self-care and
mobility, including, but not limted to, those functions
included in the definition of "personal assistance services."
"Emergency respite services." Services that require

i mredi ate action to alleviate a potentially harnful, damagi ng or
fam |y enmergency situation. Services in this category nay not be
provi ded in excess of 48 hours.

"Personal assistance services." Consuner-directed basic and
ancillary services which enable a person with a physical
disability to live at home and carry out functions of daily
living, self care and nobility. Personal assistance services
include, but are not limted to:

(1) Assisting with getting in and out of a bed,
wheel chair and notor vehicle.

(2) Assisting with performng routine daily functions
such as health mai ntenance activities, bathing and personal
hygi ene activities, dressing and groom ng, preparing food and
eating it and cleaning up after nealtines.

(3) Providing conmpani on-type services such as reading
and witing letters, tutoring and running errands.

(4) Providing transportation.

(5) Providing energency respite, planned respite and
tenporary respite services.

"Personal assistant.” An individual other than a famly
menber who provi des personal assistance services to an eligible

child.

19920H2564B3352 - 2 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

"Planned respite services." Services that provide regularly
schedul ed support on a long-term basis by periodically relieving
the famly fromthe 24-hour, seven days a week responsibilities
for caring for an eligible child with a | ong-term physi cal
disability. Services in this category nay not be provided in
excess of 20 hours a week.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.

"Tenporary respite services." Services that are needed on a
short-termbasis to alleviate stress and to assist a famly to
cope with an inmedi ate problem such as a birth or death in the
famly or a tenporary illness. Services in this category may not
be provided in excess of one week.

Section 3. Services for Children with Physical Disabilities
Program

(a) Establishnent.--The Services for Children with Physical
Disabilities, hereby established, shall be devel oped and
adm ni stered by the departnent. It shall consist of personal
assi stance services for eligible children.

(b) Provider proposals.--Potential providers shall submt
proposal s to provi de personal assistance. Proposals shall be
submtted to the departnent in the formand manner it requires.

(c) Selection criteria.--1n selecting providers, the
departnment shall give highest priority to proposals which wll
serve children with severe physical disabilities and children at
greatest risk of receiving an out-of-honme placenent or of being
institutionalized. The departnent may establish other criteria
by regul ati on.

(d) Agreenents with providers.--The departnment may enter

into witten agreenents with providers who will provide personal
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assi stance services to eligible children.
(e) Ternms of agreenent.--An agreenent between a provider and
t he departnent shall establish, at a m ninum the follow ng:
(1) The nunber of clients to be served.
(2) The types of personal assistance services to be
provi ded.
(3) The cost of services.
(4) The nethod of paynent.
(5) The criteria to be enployed in evaluating the
provi si on of services.

(f) Participation.--Providers shall include when
appropriate, the famlies of eligible children in the planning,
start-up, delivery and adm ni stration of personal assistance
services and training of personal assistants. Fam|ies and
children who are clients nay engage in hiring, nmanagi ng and
firing personal assistants.

(g) Consuner assessnent reports.--The departnent shal
determine eligibility and the need for personal assistance
services. The determ nation shall be based on consuner
assessment reports filed by eligible children's advocates and by
provi ders.

(h) Waiting list.--The departnent, in conjunction with
provi ders, shall develop a waiting list for eligible children
who cannot be served imedi ately. The waiting |ist shall be
based on who needs services nost.

Section 4. Fundi ng.

(a) Use of funds.--Funds nmade avail abl e under this act shal
be used only for the planning, designing, delivering and
adm ni stering of personal assistance services and training of

per sonal assistants.
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(b) Federal and private funds.--Prograns for personal
assi stance services shall use Federal funds where possible. The
departnment shall apply for and use, subject to specific
appropriation by the General Assenbly, all Federal funds which
beconme available to carry out a program of personal assistance
services. The departnent shall use private funds which becone
avai l able to carry out a program of personal assistance
servi ces.

(c) Program fee schedul e.--The departnent shall develop a
sliding fee schedul e for personal assistance services for
eligible children

(d) Disbursenment of funds.--The departnent shall disburse
funds in a manner that ensures, to the extent of avail able
funds, equitable distribution of service anong eligible children
with need for personal assistance services and anbng vari ous
regi ons of this Conmonweal t h.

(e) Availability of services.--Personal assistance services
shall be available only to the extent that they are funded
t hrough annual appropriation of Federal and State funds and
program f ees.

Section 5. Denonstration projects.

The departnent may initiate denonstration projects to test
new ways of providing personal assistance services, as well as
conduct specific research into ways to best provide personal
assi stance services in both urban and rural environments.
Section 6. Rules or regul ations.

The departnent shall pronmulgate the rules or regul ations
necessary for the effective adm nistration of any prograns
within the Services for Children with Physical Disabilities

Program The regul ati ons shall encourage in-hone care and client
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1 control of the personal assistance services which are provided.
2 Section 7. Report.

3 Prior to June 30, 1993, the secretary shall submt a report
4 to the legislative comrittees having jurisdiction over

5 appropriations and the legislative conmttees having

6 jurisdiction over health and welfare service. This report shal
7 include at |least the following information regardi ng personal
8 assistance services:

9 (1) A sunmary of the personal assistance services

10 provi ded under this act, including, but not limted to, a
11 description of service nodels utilized, costs by service
12 nodel , unit of service and per eligible child and eligible
13 chil d denographi cs.

14 (2) Reconmendations regarding the direction of and

15 funding priorities for attendant care services for fiscal
16 years 1993-1994 and 1994-1995.

17 Section 8. Effective date.

18 This act shall take effect July 1, 1992.
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