PRINTER S NO. 3097

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2410 %5

| NTRODUCED BY HANNA, SURRA, DeWEESE, STURLA, NOYE, FAJT, MELIO
KCSI NSKI, KRUSZEWSKI, DALEY, GERLACH, BELARDI, CORRI GAN AND
KASUNI C, FEBRUARY 10, 1992

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, FEBRUARY 10, 1992
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AN ACT
Requi ring high school graduates to exhibit a thorough know edge
of their civic duties and responsibilities as a prerequisite
to receiving their certificates of graduation; and providing
an exception.

The purpose of this act is to require each high school
graduate to exhibit a thorough know edge of the fundanent al
heritage and values of the United States by a cl ear
under st andi ng of the Declaration of |Independence, the
Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a, the nost inportant of the Federalist Papers and
ot her docunents central to the history of the nation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the G vic

Li teracy Act.

Section 2. CGvic literacy.

(a) Specific docunents.--Local boards of education, in
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educational institutions which are supported by the public,
shall require during the high school years the teaching of and
requiring a passing grade in the nation's founding and rel ated
docunents which shall include at |east the major principles in
t he Decl aration of |ndependence, the Constitution of the United
States, the Constitution of Pennsylvania and the nost inportant
of the Federalist Papers.

(b) Types of exam nations.--Local boards of education shal
require that high school students denonstrate, through oral or
witten eval uations, an understandi ng of the nation's founding
and rel ated docunents in order to receive a certificate or
di pl oma of graduation from high school.

(c) Curriculum--Local boards of education shall mnake al
possi ble effort to ensure that the school curriculum also
focuses, to the best possible degree avail able, on other related
docunents whi ch have contributed to the fundanental beliefs and
val ues of the United States. Local boards of education are
encouraged to provide that all students denonstrate their
knowl edge of the nation's founding and rel ated docunents through
comunity service prograns.

(d) State duties.--The State Board of Education shal
require that any curriculumbased tests devel oped and
adm ni stered Statew de include questions related to the
Decl arati on of | ndependence, the Constitution of the United
States, the Constitution of Pennsylvania and the nobst inportant
of the Federalist Papers.

(e) Joint duties.--The Departnment of Education and the | ocal
boards of education, as appropriate, shall establish curricul um
content and provide for teacher-training to ensure that the

intent and provisions of this section are carried out. The

19920H2410B3097 - 2 -



1 curriculumcontent established shall include a review of the

2 contributions made by Anmericans of all races during the period
3 in which our nation was founded.

4 Section 3. Exenptions.

5 This act shall not apply to any student with a | earning

6 disability.

7 Section 4. Reports to Ceneral Assenbly.

8 The Secretary of Education shall submt a biennial report to
9 the General Assenbly on the inplenentation of this act.
10 Section 5. Applicability.
11 This act shall apply beginning with the acadeni c year
12 imrediately followng the effective date of this act.
13 Section 6. Effective date.
14 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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