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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2290 *%5

| NTRODUCED BY LaGROTTA, TRELLO, DelLUCA, GAMBLE, STABACK, OLASZ,
KRUSZEWBKI , ANGSTADT, BUSH, KOSI NSKI, VAN HORNE, TRI CH
D. W SNYDER, LUCYK, LEVDANSKY, TIGUE, COY, PISTELLA, MELIG
FAJT, FAI RCH LD, McHALE, HERMAN, TULLI, MJUNDY, M CQOZZI E,
JOSEPHS, PESCI, LAUGHLI N, DERMODY, STISH, STETLER, HALUSKA,
TANGRETTI, STUBAN, KAI SER, SCRI MENTI AND JANMES,
JANUARY 7, 1992

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON FI NANCE, JANUARY 7, 1992
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AN ACT

Establ i shing the State and Local Tax Study Conmm ssion;
conferring powers and duties; and naki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the State and
Local Tax Study Comm ssion Act.

Section 2. Purpose.

The CGeneral Assenbly hereby finds and decl ares that the
econonmi ¢ and social well-being of the people of the Commonweal t h
is clearly related to the tax policies of the State governnent
and its local governnments and the manner in which such policies
are adm ni stered. The General Assenbly further finds that no
conprehensi ve review of the provisions of the various tax |aw

has been undertaken recently and that many significant changes
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have been made in the tax | aws, frequently in an uncoordi nated
manner, with results that are, in many instances, contrary to
the principles of sinplicity, ease of admnistration, fairness
and equity. Mreover, actions which have been taken by the
Federal Governnent, significant court decisions and changes in
the nature of the Anerican econony have had an inpact on the
operation and i npact of the Comonwealth's tax system
Section 3. Conmi ssion objectives.

A conmi ssion that would include representatives appoi nted by
t he Governor and the General Assenbly on the nodernization and
sinplification of tax adm nistration and the tax | aws are hereby
est abl i shed to:
(1) reviewthe laws that govern State and | ocal taxes
and the way in which they are adm nistered to determ ne the
ef fectiveness of such |aws and adm nistration in achieving
State policy goals, while achieving the traditional
objectives of sinplicity, fairness, ease of admnistration
and equity; and
(2) nmake recomrendations to the Governor and the General
Assenbly for such actions as it determ nes necessary to the
achi evenent of those goals and objectives.
Section 4. Menbership.

(a) Appointnments.--The comm ssion shall consist of eight
menbers to be appointed as follows: four nenbers shall be
appoi nted by the Governor; and four nenbers shall be appointed,
respectively, by the President pro tenpore of the Senate, the
Mnority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the Mnority Leader of the House of
Representatives. In nmaki ng appoi ntnments to the comm ssion, the

Governor shall attenpt to achi eve geographi cal bal ance
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t hroughout the State by appointing nmenbers from both rural and
urban counties. From anong the nenbers so appointed, a chairmn
and a vice chairman shall be selected by all of the nenbers. Any
vacancy that occurs in the comm ssion or in the chairmanship or
vi ce chairmanship shall be filled in the same manner in which
the original appointnment or selection was made. No nenber,

of ficer or enployee of the conm ssion shall be disqualified from
hol di ng any ot her public office or enploynent, nor shall he
forfeit any such office or enploynent by reason of his

appoi ntment under this act, notw thstanding the provisions of
any general, special or local |aw, ordinance or city charter.

(b) Expenses.--The nenbers of the conmm ssion shall receive
no conpensation for their services but shall be allowed their
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performnce of
their duties under this act.

Section 5. Staffing.

The comm ssion may enploy and, at its pleasure, renove such
personnel as it may deem necessary for the perfornmance of the
comm ssion's functions and fix their conpensation within the
anount appropriated therefor. The conm ssion nmay neet wthin and
wi thout the State, hold public hearings and ot herw se have al
of the powers of an agency of the Conmonweal t h.

Section 6. Powers and duti es.

The comm ssion may perform any acts necessary to carry out
t he purpose and objectives of this act.

Section 7. Reports.

The conmm ssion shall issue a prelimnary report to the
CGeneral Assenbly and to the Governor on the subject of reformng
the local property tax within 180 days of enactnent. On at | east

an annual basis, the conm ssion shall report to the Governor and
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1 to the General Assenbly its findings and reconmendati ons about
2 reformng State and | ocal tax prograrns.

3 Section 8. Appropriation.

4 The sum of $750,000 is hereby appropriated to the State and
5 Local Tax Study Comm ssion.

6 Section 9. Sunset.

7 The State and Local Tax Study Conmi ssion shall continue until
8 Decenber 31, 1997, when it shall expire unless reestablished or
9 continued by the General Assenbly. Evaluation and review,
10 termnation, reestablishnment and continuation of the agency
11 beyond Decenber 31, 1997, and every tenth year thereafter, shal
12 be conducted pursuant to the act of Decenber 22, 1981 (P.L.508,
13 No.142), known as the Sunset Act.
14 Section 10. Effective date.
15 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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