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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1702 %55

| NTRODUCED BY FLEAGLE, FARGO, WOZNI AK, VROON, N CKOL, NOYE,
ULI ANA, MARSI CO, GEI ST, HARPER, JOHNSON, JOSEPHS, SEMVEL
DEMPSEY, HAGARTY, TOW.INSON, E. Z. TAYLOR, BARLEY, GERLACH
BATTI STO, S. H SM TH, TRELLO MJNDY, NYCE, TANGRETTI
STABACK, HESS, HECKLER, FLICK, WLSON, LEH, BILLOWN TIGJE AND
DeLUCA, JUNE 18, 1991

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 18, 1991
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for contenpt for

nonconpl i ance wi th support order.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4345 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
8§ 4345. Contenpt for nonconpliance with support order.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A person who willfully fails to conply
with any order under this chapter, except an order subject to
section 4344 (relating to contenpt for failure of obligor to

appear), may, as prescribed by general rule, be adjudged in

contenpt. Proof that a support order of a court of this

Commpnweal th was nade, filed and served or that the obligor was

present in court at the tine the order was pronounced and proof

of nonconpli ance by the obligor shall be prim facie evidence of
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contenpt of court. Financial inability to conply with an order

under this chapter is an affirmati ve defense that may be

asserted by the obligor. Financial inability nust be established

both at the tine of nonpaynent as well as at the tine the

obl i gor appears before the court for contenpt. The obligor nust

prove financial inability by a preponderance of the evi dence.

Cont enpt shall be puni shable by any one or nore of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Inprisonment for a period not to exceed six nonths.

(2) A fine not to exceed $500.

(3) Probation for a period not to exceed six nonths.

(b) Condition for release.--An order conmmtting a defendant

to jail under this section shall specify the condition the
fulfillment of which will result in the release of the obligor.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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