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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1530 %55

| NTRODUCED BY STEELMAN, CCLE, BARLEY, DeWEESE, STEI GANER, COY,
RUDY, d GLI OITlI, FREEMAN, TRELLO, G SNYDER, DERMODY, MELI O,
BROUJGS, CAPPABI ANCA, HERVAN, JOSEPHS, CARLSON, Pl STELLA,
LLOYD, PESCI, COLAIZZO, MARKGCSEK, BI SHOP, BUSH, NOYE, ARGALL
AND NYCE, JUNE 3, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
JUNE 3, 1991
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing an Agricul tural Advisory Board in the Departnent of

Envi ronnment al Resources and prescribing its powers and

duties; and providing for rules and regul ati ons adopted by

the Environnmental Quality Board.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Agriculture is this Commonweal th's nunber one industry.
The citizens of this Conmonweal th have, through their vote,
affirmed the preservation of agriculture as a vital public
policy. The famly farnmers of this Commonweal th have a deep and
rich history of responsible |and stewardship. This
Commonweal th's first environnentalists were farners. State
agenci es must be nmore m ndful of the inpact that certain
policies, rules and regul ati ons i npose upon the famly farners
of this Comonweal t h.

(2) The intent of this act is to ensure that the

agricultural inpact of certain Commonweal th policies, rules and

regul ati ons recei ve due consideration and to ensure that the



1 agricultural comrunity and agricultural experts have the

2 opportunity to provide comrent regarding these policies, rules
3 and regul ati ons.

4 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

5 hereby enacts as foll ows:

6 Section 1. Short title.

7 This act shall be known and may be cited as the Agricul tural
8 Advisory Act.

9 Section 2. Definitions.

10 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
11 have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

12 context clearly indicates otherw se:

13 "Board." The Agricultural Advisory Board established in

14 section 3.

15 "Departnment.” The Departnent of Environnmental Resources of
16 the Conmonweal th.

17 "Normal farm ng practices.” The customary and generally

18 accepted activities, practices and procedures that farmers

19 adopt, use or engage in year after year in the production and
20 preparation for market of crops, livestock and |ivestock
21 products and in the production and harvesting of agricultural,
22 agronomc, horticultural, silvicultural and aquacul tural crops
23 and commodi ti es.
24 "Secretary." The Secretary of Environnental Resources of the
25 Commonweal t h.
26 Section 3. Establishnent of board.
27 There is hereby established in the Departnent of
28 Environnmental Resources the Agricultural Advisory Board. The
29 board shall consist of the secretary or his designee, who shal

30 be chairperson; the Secretary of Agriculture or his designee;
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30

three active producers of agricultural comodities, citizens of
this Commonweal th, who shall be appointed by the Governor; two
representatives of The Pennsylvania State University Coll ege of
Agricul ture, one of whom shall be an expert in soil science and
one whom shall be an expert in water quality, both of whom shal
be appoi nted by the Governor; two representatives of two
separate Statew de farm organi zati ons, one of whom shall be
appoi nted by the President pro tenpore of the Senate and one of
whom shal | be appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves.
Section 4. Powers and duties of board.

The board shall have the follow ng powers and its duties
shal | be to:
(1) Provide advice and expertise to the secretary
regarding the nature of normal farmng practices in this
Conmonweal t h.
(2) Assist the secretary and provide conment prior to
t he devel opnent of departnmental policy that will inpact upon
normal farmng practices in this Commonweal th
(3) Assist the secretary and provide conment prior to
the promul gation of rules or regulations that will inpact
upon normal farmng practices in this Conmmonweal t h
(4) Provide comment to the secretary regardi ng existing
departnmental policy that will affect normal farm ng practices
in this Commonweal t h.
Section 5. Powers of Environnmental Quality Board.

The Environnmental Quality Board shall have no power to adopt
rules or regulations affecting normal farm ng practices until
recei pt of witten corments on the proposed rules or regul ations

fromthe board or until 90 days have expired fromthe date when
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1 the rules and regul ations were subnmtted by the secretary to the
2 board for their coments.

3 Section 6. Effective date.
4

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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