SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1562, 1628, 2096 PRINTER S NO. 2412

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1344 %55

| NTRODUCED BY COLE, HAYES, RUDY, STAIRS, HERSHEY, ARNOLD
STEELMAN, BI SHOP, FREEMAN, BILLOW PESCI, SURRA, BELFANTI
PETRARCA, COY, STUBAN, HANNA, CARONE, KREBS, FLEAGLE
SCHEETZ, ARMSTRONG, LUCYK, COLAI ZZO, CHADW CK, JOHNSON
SEMVEL, TRI CH, BOALEY AND BROUJCS, MAY 8, 1991

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, AUGUST 2, 1991
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AN ACT
Relating to agriculture and rural youth; creating an Agriculture

and Rural Youth Organi zation Grant Program i nposing duties
on the Departnment of Agriculture; and meki-nrg—an <—

appropriation— PROVI DI NG FOR FUNDI NG <—
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Agricul tural
and Rural Youth Devel opnent Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

“Agriculture and rural youth organization.”™ Any organi zation
conposed mai nly of youth and organi zed to pronote devel opnent in
the areas of agriculture, rural conmunity | eadership, vocational

training and peer fellowship. The termincludes, but is not
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l[imted to, FutureFarprers—of—Areriea PENNSYLVANI A FFA, 4-H, Ag
in the classroom Future Honmemakers of America and vocati onal
educati on prograns.

"Board." The State Agriculture and Rural Youth Devel opnment
Boar d.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Agriculture of the
Commonweal t h.

"Program "™ The Agricultural and Rural Youth Organization
Grant Program
Section 3. Board nenbership.

The board shall consist of the foll ow ng nenbers:

(1) The Secretary of Agriculture OR H S DESI GNEE, who
shall serve as chairperson

(2) The Secretary of Education OR H S DESI GNEE

(3) One representative fromthe Pennsylvania Agriculture
Teachers Association and one fromthe Penn State Cooperative
Ext ensi on, both of whom shall be appointed by the Governor.

(4) The Statew de president of the Future Farrers—of
Areriea PENNSYLVANI A FFA.

(5) TFheStatew-depresident—ofthe4-H A YOUTH
REPRESENTATI VE OF THE PENNSYLVANI A 4-H.

5 . Y I . I

Lition.

(6) UP TO THREE REPRESENTATI VES, EACH FROM A DI FFERENT
PENNSYLVANI A FARM OR RURAL ORGANI ZATI ON HAVI NG A YOUTH
PROGRAM SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SECRETARY OF AGRI CULTURE

(7) The majerity chairman and the minority chairman of
the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Commttee of the Senate OR
THEI R DESI GNEE and the majority chairman and the mnority

chai rman of the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Commttee of
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t he House of Representatives OR THEI R DESI GNEE. <—
Section 4. Authorization and purpose.

(a) Gant program--The departnent, in consultation with the
board, shall establish a programof grants to agriculture and
rural youth organizations qualifying to receive grants under
this act.

(b) Purpose.--Gants awarded under the provisions of this
act may be used for any of the follow ng purposes:

(1) To cover the costs of special projects conducted by

t he organi zati on and approved by the board.

(2) For educational prograns conducted by the

or gani zati on and approved by the board.

(3) For educational semnars and field trips conducted
by the organi zati on and approved by the board.
(4) For agricultural safety training prograns conducted

by the organi zati on and approved by the board.

(5) For certain capital projects and equi pment purchases
approved by the board.

(c) Cuidelines.--The departnent, wi-th-approval—ef IN <—
CONSULTATI ON W TH t he board, shall establish guidelines to award
grants for the purposes set forth in subsection (b) and ot her
pur poses app+roved—by DEEMED APPROPRI ATE BY THE DEPARTMENT N <—
CONSULFAH-ON-W-TFH-the, W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE board. <—
Section 5. Applications.

(a) Application procedure.--An agriculture and rural youth
organi zati on may make application at the tine, in the manner and
containing any information as the departnent may require. The
departnent shall determne fromthe information provi ded whet her
the application is eligible for consideration by the board.

(b) Annual neeting.--The board shall neet annually to award <—
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RECOMVEND TO THE DEPARTMENT THE AWARDI NG OF grants to qualifying <—
or gani zati ons.

(c) Oher neetings.--The board shall neet at the call of the
chai rperson to conduct business related to the award of grants.
Section 6. G ants.

(a) General rule.--&ants THE DEPARTMVENT SHALL MAKE GRANTS <—
in an amount not to exceed $2,500 shall—beawarded to qualifying <—
agriculture and rural youth organi zati ons seleetedbythe board <—
to—+eceirve—the—awards UPON THE RECOVMENDATI ON COF THE BOARD. <—

(b) WMatching funds.--Grants in an anmount not to exceed
$15, 000 shall be awarded to qualifying agriculture and rural
yout h organi zati ons sel ected by—theboeard to receive these <—
awards for the purposes of capital projects. Gants for capital
proj ects nust be matched by private funds in an anount equal to
the State grant.

(c) Annual allocation.--The first annual allocation of
grants to qualifying organizations shall not exceed $150, 000.

The board shall establish annual allocation threshelds LIMTS <—
for each subsequent year.
Section 7. Regul ations.

The departnent is charged with adm nistering the provisions
of this act and is authorized, WTH THE APPROVAL COF THE BOARD, <—
to prescri be,—adopt—and—enforee AND ADOPT program policy <—
gui delines or regulations relating to the admnistration and
enforcenment of this act.

Section 8. Funding.

The departnent shall use as nuch noneys as are necessary and
avai l able fromthe Rural Rehabilitation Corporation assets for
the inplenmentation of the provisions of this act.

SECTI ON 9. EXPI RATI ON. <—
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THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT SHALL TERM NATE WHEN THE RURAL
REHABI LI TATI ON CORPORATI ON ASSETS HAVE BEEN DEPLETED
Section 9 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect +A—60—days | MMEDI ATELY.
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