PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 1477 PRINTER S NO. 3019

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1279 %%

| NTRODUCED BY MELI O, GAMBLE, MERRY, LAUGHLI N, HECKLER, TRI CH
FOSTER, ADOLPH, DelLUCA, M CHLOVIC, COLAIZZO, NYCE, CGERLACH,
TANGRETTI, BROUJOS, PESCI AND HARLEY, MAY 6, 1991

AS REPORTED FROM COVMM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JANUARY 29, 1992
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331), entitled

"An act concerning townships of the first class; anending,

revi sing, consolidating, and changing the law relating

thereto,” further providing for the enploynent of police

of ficers and paid operators of fire apparatus.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 638 of the act of June 24, 1931
(P.L.1206, No.331), known as The First O ass Townshi p Code,
reenacted and anmended May 27, 1949 (P.L.1955, No.569), is
amended to read:

Section 638. Manner of Filling Appointnments.--(a) Every
position or enploynent in the police force or as paid operators
of fire apparatus except that of chief of police or chief of the

fire departnment or equivalent shall be filled [only in the

foll owi ng manner: the] in one of the foll ow ng nmanners:

(i) The township conm ssioners shall notify the conm ssion

of any vacancy which is to be filled and shall request the
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certification of a list of eligibles. The comm ssion shal
certify for each existing vacancy fromthe eligible list the
names of three persons thereon who have received the highest
average. The township commi ssioners shall, thereupon, with sole
reference to the nmerits and fitness of the candi dates, make an
appoi ntnment fromthe three nanes certified unless they make

obj ections to the comm ssion as to one or nore of the persons so
certified for any of the reasons stated in section 637 of this
subdi vi si on. Shoul d such objections be sustained by the

conmmi ssion, as provided in said section, the conm ssion shal

t her eupon stri ke the nanme of such person fromthe eligible |ist
and certify the next highest name for each nane stricken off.

(ii) A vacancy which occurs as a result of retirenent,

resi gnation, disability or death, may be filled by the TOMSH P <—

COW SSI ONERS BY THE r eappoi ntnent or rei nstatenent of a forner

enpl oye of the police force or fire departnent who had

previously conplied with the provisions of clause (i). THE <—

REAPPO NTVENT_OR REI NSTATEMENT SHALL BE TO THE FORCE OR

DEPARTMENT W TH VWHI CH THE EMPLOYE PREVI OUSLY SERVED. No

exanm nati on other than a physical exanm nation as directed by the

civil service conmm ssion shall be required under this cl ause

UNLESS OTHERW SE REQUI RED BY LAW <—

(b) As each subsequent vacancy occurs in the same or another

position, [precisely the sane procedure] the procedure set forth

in subsection (a) shall be foll owed.

(c) In the case of a vacancy in the office of chief of
police or chief of the fire departnment or equivalent official,
t he townshi p comm ssioners may nom nate a person to the
comm ssion. It shall thereupon becone the duty of the conm ssion

to subject such person to a non-conpetitive exam nation and if
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1 such person shall be certified by the comm ssion as qualified he
2 nmay then be appointed to such position and thereafter shall be

3 subject to all the provisions of this subdivision.
4

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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