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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 15, 1976 (P.L. 1036, No.208), entitled,
as anmended, "An act authorizing the indebtedness, with the

approval of the electors, of fifty mllion dollars for |oans
to volunteer fire conpanies, volunteer anbul ance services and

vol unteer rescue squads for the purpose of establishing or
noderni zing facilities to house fire fighting apparatus
equi pnent, anbul ances, and rescue vehicles, and for

purchasing new fire fighting apparatus equi pnent, anbul ances,
and rescue vehicles, protective and conmuni cati ons equi pnent,

and any ot her accessory equi pnment necessary for the proper
performance of such organizations' duties,"” i i

i — FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR
ASSI STANCE TO VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANI ES, AMBULANCE SERVI CES
AND RESCUE SQUADS; | NCREASI NG THE BORROW NG AUTHORI TY LIMT,;
ELI M NATI NG A COUNTERSI GNATURE; CONFORM NG CERTAI' N
PROVI SI ONS; AND MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATl ON.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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SECTION 1. SECTION 2 OF THE ACT OF JULY 15, 1976 (P.L.1036, <—
NO. 208), KNOWN AS THE VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY, AMBULANCE SERVI CE
AND RESCUE SQUAD ASSI STANCE ACT, AMENDED MAY 11, 1982 (P.L.407,
NO. 118), IS AVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 2. LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS; DECLARATI ON OF PURPGCSE. - -
(A) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FI NDS AS A FACT THAT PURSUANT TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF SECTION 7(A)(3) OF ARTICLE VI1l1 OF THE
PENNSYLVANI A CONSTI TUTI ON THE VOTERS OF THE COMVONWEALTH
APPROVED BY REFERENDA ON NOVEMBER 4, 1975, THE | NCURRI NG OF
| NDEBTEDNESS OF $10, 000, 000 AND ON NOVEMBER 3, 1981, APPROVED
THE 1 NCURRI NG OF AN ADDI TI ONAL $15, 000, 000 OF | NDEBTEDNESS AND
ON _NOVEMBER 6, 1990, APPROVED THE | NCURRI NG OF AN ADDI TI ONAL

$25, 000, 000 OF | NDEBTEDNESS FOR LOANS TO VOLUNTEER FI RE

COVPANI ES, VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVI CES AND VOLUNTEER RESCUE
SQUADS FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLI SHI NG OR MODERN ZI NG FACI LI TI ES
TO HOUSE FI RE FI GHTI NG APPARATUS EQUI PMENT, AMBULANCES, AND
RESCUE VEH CLES, AND FOR PURCHASI NG NEW FI RE FI GHTI NG APPARATUS
EQUI PMENT, AMBULANCES, AND RESCUE VEH CLES, PROTECTI VE AND
COMMUNI CATI ONS EQUI PMENT, AND ANY OTHER ACCESSCRY EQUI PMENT
NECESSARY FOR THE PROPER PERFORMANCE OF SUCH CORGANI ZATI ONS'

DUTI ES.

(B) ITIS THE PURPCSE OF THI'S ACT TO | MPLEMENT SECTION 5 OF
THE ACT OF SEPTEMBER 25, 1975 (P.L.296, NO 95), ENTITLED "AN ACT
AUTHORI ZI NG THE | NDEBTEDNESS, W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE ELECTCRS,
OF TEN M LLI ON DOLLARS FOR LOANS TO VOLUNTEER FI RE COMPANI ES,
VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVI CES AND VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUADS FOR THE
PURPOSE OF ESTABLI SHI NG OR MODERNI ZI NG FACI LI TI ES TO HOUSE FI RE
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FI GHTI NG APPARATUS EQUI PMENT, AMBULANCES, AND RESCUE VEH CLES,
AND FOR PURCHASI NG NEW FI RE FI GHTI NG APPARATUS EQUI PMENT,
AMBULANCES, AND RESCUE VEH CLES, PROTECTI VE AND COVMUNI CATI ONS
EQUI PMENT, AND ANY OTHER ACCESSORY EQUI PMENT NECESSARY FOR THE
PROPER PERFORVMANCE OF SUCH ORGANI ZATI ONS' DUTI ES," AND SECTI ON 5
OF THE ACT OF JUNE 30, 1981 (P.L.138, NO 44), ENTITLED "AN ACT
AUTHORI ZI NG THE | NDEBTEDNESS, W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE ELECTCRS,
OF $15, 000, 000 FOR LOANS TO VOLUNTEER FI RE COWPAN ES, VOLUNTEER
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AMBULANCE SERVI CES AND VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUADS FOR THE PURPOSE
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OF ESTABLI SHI NG OR MODERNI ZI NG FACI LI TI ES TO HOUSE FI REFI GHTI NG
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APPARATUS EQUI PMENT, AMBULANCES, AND RESCUE VEHI CLES, AND FOR
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PURCHASI NG FI REFI GHTI NG APPARATUS EQUI PMENT, ANMBULANCES, AND
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RESCUE VEH CLES, PROTECTI VE AND COMVUNI CATI ONS EQUI PMENT, AND
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ANY OTHER ACCESSCORY EQUI PMENT NECESSARY FOR THE PROPER
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PERFORVANCE OF SUCH ORGANI ZATI ONS' DUTI ES, " AND_SUBSECTI ON ( E)
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OF SECTION 18.1 OF TH S ACT BY PROVI DI NG FOR LOANS TO VOLUNTEER
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FI RE, AMBULANCE AND RESCUE COWPAN ES TO PROTECT THE LI VES AND
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PROPERTY OF THE CI TI ZENS OF THE COVWONWEALTH PURSUANT TO AND TO
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EXECUTE THE ABOVE FAVORABLE REFERENDA. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS
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DETERM NED THAT VOLUNTEER FI RE COVWPANI ES ARE MOST I N NEED OF
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LOANS, AND THEREFOR | NTENDS THAT, TO THE EXTENT POSSI BLE, A
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SI GNI FI CANT PORTI ON OF THE VOLUNTEER COVPANI ES LOAN FUND BE USED

N
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TO PROVI DE LOANS TO VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANI ES AND THAT THE
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BALANCE BE ALLOCATED TO PROVI DE LOANS TO VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE AND

N
(63}

VOLUNTEER RESCUE COVPANI ES. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY | NTENDS THAT

N
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LOANS PROVI DED UNDER THI' S ACT BE USED TO REPLACE OQUTMODED OR

N
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UNSAFE EQUI PMENT AND BUI LDI NGS OF VOLUNTEER COVPANI ES, AND THAT

N
oo

LOANS BE PROVI DED TO VOLUNTEER COVPANI ES VH CH ARE EXPERI ENCI NG

N
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A NEED FOR EQUI PMENT OR FACI LI TIES TO MEET AN | NCREASI NG DEMAND
30 FOR A H GHER LEVEL OF SERVICE IN THE COVMUNI TI ES WHI CH THEY
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SERVE.

SECTION 2. SECTION 4(A) (1) OF THE ACT, AVENDED MAY 11, 1982 <—
(P.L.407, NO 118) AND JULY 11, 1990 (P.L.415, NO 100), IS
AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 4. ASSI STANCE TO VOLUNTEER FI RE COMPANI ES, ANMBULANCE
SERVI CE AND RESCUE SQUADS. - - (A) THE DEPARTMENT | S HEREBY
AUTHORI ZED, UPON APPLI CATI ON OF ANY VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY,
VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVI CE AND VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUAD, TO MAKE
LOANS TO SAI D VOLUNTEER COMPANI ES FOR THE FOLLOW NG PURPCSES:

(1) ESTABLI SHI NG OR MODERNI ZI NG FACI LI TI ES THAT HOUSE FI RE
FI GHTI NG EQUI PMENT, AMBULANCE OR RESCUE VEHI CLES. THE AMOUNT OF
A LOAN FOR ESTABLI SHI NG OR MODERNI ZI NG FACI LI TI ES MADE TO ANY
ONE VOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY, AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD
SHALL NOT EXCEED 50% OF THE TOTAL COST OF THE FACI LI TI ES OR
MODERNI ZATI ON OR [ $50, 000] $200, 000, WHI CHEVER |'S LESS, AND A
NOTARI ZED FI NANCI AL STATEMENT FI LED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (C) SHALL
SHOW THAT THE APPLI CANT HAS AVAI LABLE 20% OF THE TOTAL COST OF
THE FACI LI TIES | N UNOBLI GATED FUNDS. PROCEEDS OF THE LOAN SHALL
BE USED ONLY FOR PURPOSES OF LAND ACQUI SI TI ON OR CONSTRUCTI ON,
AND SHALL NOT BE USED FOR PAYMENT OF FEES FOR DESI GN, PLANNI NG,
PREPARATI ON OF APPLI CATI ONS, OR ANY OTHER COST NOT DI RECTLY
ATTRI BUTABLE TO LAND ACQUI SI TI ON OR CONSTRUCTI ON.

* x *

SECTION 2 3. SECTION 6(A) OF THE ACT | S AMENDED TO READ: <—

Section 6. Powers and Duties of the Departnent.--(a) The
powers and duties of the departnent shall be:

(1) to appoint agents, enployees, necessary to the
adm nistration of this act, and to prescribe their duties and to
fix their conpensation within the limtations provided by |aw

(2) to accept grants fromthe Federal Governnent and any
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ot her individual, agency, or governnment for use in the Vol unteer
Conpani es Loan Fund;

(3) to loan noney over a termof years, but in no case in
excess of [ten] 15 years; and

(4) to pronmulgate such rules and regulations as it deens
necessary to carry out its powers and duties [of] under this
act .

* x *

Section 23 4. Sections 7, 11(A), 18(b) and 19 of the act,
anended May 11, 1982 (P.L.407, No.118), are anended to read:

Section 7. Authority to Borrow. --Pursuant to the provisions
of section 7(a)(3) of Article VIII of the Pennsylvania

Constitution and the referenda approved by the el ectorate on

Novenber 4, 1975 [and], Novenber 3, 1981 and Novenber 6, 1990,

t he Governor, Auditor Ceneral and State Treasurer are hereby
aut hori zed and directed to borrow, on the credit of the
Commonweal t h, noney not exceeding in the aggregate the sum of

[ $25, 000, 000] $50, 000,000 to inplenent this act, the act of

Sept enber 25, 1975 (P.L.296, No.95), entitled "An act

aut hori zing the indebtedness, with the approval of the electors,
of ten mllion dollars for |oans to volunteer fire conpanies,

vol unt eer anbul ance services and vol unteer rescue squads for the
pur pose of establishing or nodernizing facilities to house fire
fighting apparatus equi prent, anbul ances, and rescue vehi cl es,
and for purchasing new fire fighting apparatus equi prnent,

anbul ances, and rescue vehicles, protective and comruni cati ons
equi pnrent, and any ot her accessory equi pnent necessary for the

proper performance of such organi zations' duties,” and the act
of June 30, 1981 (P.L.138, No.44), entitled "An act authori zing

t he i ndebt edness, with the approval of the electors, of
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$15, 000, 000 for loans to volunteer fire conpanies, volunteer
anbul ance services and vol unteer rescue squads for the purpose
of establishing or nodernizing facilities to house firefighting
appar atus equi prent, anbul ances, and rescue vehicles, and for
purchasing firefighting apparatus equi pnent, anbul ances, and
rescue vehicles, protective and comruni cati ons equi pnent, and
any ot her accessory equi pnent necessary for the proper

per f ormance of such organi zations' duties."

SECTION 11. DI SPCSI TI ON AND USE OF PRCCEEDS. --(A) THE
PROCEEDS REALI ZED FROM THE SALE OF BONDS UNDER THE PROVI SI ONS OF
TH S ACT SHALL BE PAI D I NTO THE VOLUNTEER COVPANI ES LOAN FUND
AND ARE SPECI FI CALLY DEDI CATED TO THE PURPOSES OF THE REFERENDA
OF NOVEMBER 4, 1975 [ AND], NOVEMBER 3, 1981 AND NOVEMBER 6,

1990, AS | MPLEMENTED BY THI S ACT. THE MONEYS SHALL BE PAI D BY
THE STATE TREASURER PERI ODI CALLY TO THOSE DEPARTMENTS, AGENCI ES,
OR AUTHORI TI ES AUTHORI ZED TO EXPEND SAME AT SUCH TI MES AND | N
SUCH AMOUNTS AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO SATI SFY THE FUNDI NG NEEDS OF
THE DEPARTMENT, AGENCY OR AUTHORI TY.

* x *

Section 18. Tenporary Financing Authorization.--* * *

(b) Al tenporary borrow ngs made under the authority of
this section shall be evidenced by notes of the Conmonwealth,
whi ch shall be issued fromtine to time for such anmounts not

exceedi ng in the aggregate the sum of [$25,000,000] $50, 000, 000

in such formand in such denom nations, and subject to such
terms and conditions of issue, prepaynent or redenption and
maturity, rate of interest, and tinme of paynment of interest, as
the issuing officials shall direct. Al notes issued under the
authority of this section shall bear the facsimle signatures of

the issuing officials and a facsimle of the Geat Seal of the

19910H1018B3022 - 6 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00 N o oo M wWw N - O

Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a, and shall be countersigned by
[two] one duly authorized [officers] officer of a duly

aut hori zed | oan and transfer agent of the Commonweal t h.

* * %

Section 19. Appropriation.--The sum of [$25, 000, 000]

$50, 000, 000 or as nuch thereof as is able to be borrowed by
tenporary financing or by bonds, is hereby appropriated to the
Vol unt eer Conpani es Loan Fund for the purposes set forth in this
act. The General Assenbly may nmake appropriations fromtine to
time to the Vol unteer Conpanies Loan Fund or to the depart nent
to carry out the purposes of this act which appropriations shal
be continuing appropriations and shall not | apse.

SECTION 5. THE SUM OF $100, 000, OR AS MJCH THERECF AS MAY BE <—
NECESSARY, | S HEREBY APPROPRI ATED TO THE STATE FI RE COVM SSI ONER
TO ADM NI STER THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT. THIS SUM SHALL BE I N
ADDI TI ON TO FUNDS APPROPRI ATED UNDER SECTI ON 225 OF THE ACT OF
AUGUST 4, 1991 (P.L. , NO 7A), KNOMN AS THE GENERAL
APPROPRI ATI ON ACT OF 1991.

Section 34 6. This act shall take effect imediately. <—
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