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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 653 %5

I NTRODUCED BY | TKI N, JOHNSQN, MELI O JOSEPHS, KUKOVI CH, BILLOW
DALEY, STISH, M HALICH, CAPPABI ANCA, HALUSKA, PESCI,
BELFANTI, DeLUCA, PISTELLA, TRELLO, JAMES, FREEMAN,

Rl CHARDSON, VEON, STABACK, TANGRETTI, SALOOM E. Z. TAYLOR
ANGSTADT AND JADLOW EC, MARCH 12, 1991

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, MARCH 12, 1991
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 22, 1974 (P.L.589, No.205), entitled

"An act relating to unfair insurance practices; prohibiting

unfair nethods of conpetition and unfair or deceptive acts

and practices; and prescribing remedi es and penalties,”

aut horizing private actions and punitive damages.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of July 22, 1974 (P.L.589, No.205), known
as the Unfair Insurance Practices Act, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 13.1. Private actions; renedies.--(a) |In addition

to the powers of the | nsurance Conmi ssioner provided for in this

act, an insured shall have the right to institute and naintain a

private action agai nst an insurer to enforce this act in the

court of common pl eas havi ng personal jurisdiction over the

i nsur ed.

(b)Y Punitive damages nay be awarded by the court to any

aqgqgri eved insured i n such anpunt as deterni ned appropriate by




1 the court.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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