PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 398 PRINTER S NO. 2589

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 370 55

| NTRODUCED BY RI CHARDSON, FEE, DALEY, GEORGE, BELFANTI,
CAPPABI ANCA, HALUSKA, ROEBUCK, CARN, MARKOSEK, VAN HORNE
LESCOVI TZ, MELI O MERRY, PRESTON, G GLI OI'TI, HERMAN, JOSEPHS,
FREEMAN, BUNT, J. TAYLOR, ANGSTADT, TRICH, STABACK, JOHNSQN,
LEVDANSKY, CAWEY, R C WRI GHI, JAMES, KOSINSKI, TRELLQ
HARPER, BI LLOW LAUGHLI N, HUGHES, KUKOVI CH, M CHLOVI C,
THOMAS, ACOSTA, BI SHOP, EVANS, LINTON, OLIVER, ROBI NSQON,
WLLIAMS, PI STELLA, BROWN AND STEELMAN, FEBRUARY 12, 1991

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 22, 1991

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zi ng the conduct of the

3 executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorgani zing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several admnistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 commi ssions shall be determ ned,” providing for a separate

21 office in the Department of Public Welfare to adm nister the

22 CASH AND CRI SI S COVPONENTS OF THE Low | ncone Hone Ener gy <—
23 Assi stance Program AND MAKI NG AN APPRCOPRI ATI ON. <—
24 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

25 hereby enacts as follows:
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Section 1. The act of act of April 9, 1929 (P.L. 177,
No. 175), known as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929, is anended by
addi ng a section to read:

Secti on 2336. Low | ncone Hone Energy Assi stance Program - -

(a) The General Assenbly finds and decl ares as foll ows:

(1) Hone heating and energy service are a necessary part of

shelter and the | ack of home heating poses a threat to |ife,

health and safety.

(2) Lowincone househol ds should be protected fromthe

di sproportionately adverse effects on their incone resulting

fromincreasi ngq gttty ENERGY pri ces.

(3)  SOUND PUBLIC POLI CY DI CTATES THAT ASSI STI NG LOW | NCOVE

HOUSEHOLDS | N MEETI NG THEI R ENERGY NEEDS MJUST | NCLUDE A

COVPONENT TO MAKE ENERGY MORE AFFORDABLE BY PERMANENTLY REDUCI NG

ENERGY COSTS THROUGH WEATHERI ZATI ON

(3> (4) It is the responsibility of the Commbnweal th to

assi st | owi nconme households in neeti ng AND REDUCI NG t heir hone

ener gy needs.

{4 (5) The Commonweal th recogni zes that G| Overcharge

Funds are a tenporary and i nadequate nmet hod of suppl enenti ng the

Federal Low | ncone Home Ener gy Assi stance Program

{5 (6) The Low | ncome Hone Energy Assi stance Program can

operate effectively only with a conmtnent of State dollars and

resources to go along with the Federal doll ars.

{6 (7)) The Low I ncone Hone Energy Assi stance Programis not

an i ncone nmi nt enance program and should not be adm ni stered as

A (8) The Low I ncone Hone Energy Assi stance Programis of

such i nportance to the | owincone househol ds of this

Commpnweal th that it should be adm nistered by an office
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1 dedicated exclusively to that purpose operated on a year-round
2 Dbasis.

3 (b) There is hereby established within the Departnent of

4 Public Wlfare, the Ofice of Low |ncone Hone Energy Assi stance.
5 This office shall be separate and apart fromoffices perform ng
6 other functions, and its sole function shall be the

7 administration of the ENERGY ASSI STANCE COVPONENTS OF THE Low
8 Ilncone Hone Energy Assistance Programin this Conmonweal th. Al

9 funds appropriated to the Departnent of Public Welfare for | ow
10 incone_hone energy assistance from Federal, State or other

11 sources shall be coordinated and expended through the program
12 administered by the Ofice of Low |Incone Hone Energy Assi stance.
13 (C) THE WEATHERI ZATI ON COVPONENT OF THE LOW | NCOVE HOVE

14 ENERGY ASSI STANCE PROGRAM SHALL BE ADM NI STERED SEPARATELY BY
15 THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNI TY AFFAI RS.

16 £y (D) The Low I ncone_Energy Assistance Program Advisory
17 Council is hereby created to _advise the Departnent of Public

18 Welfare on natters of policy relating to the devel opnent and

19 inplenentation of this program Its nenbers shall be appointed
20 by the Secretary of Public Welfare to serve such termas he
21 deens_necessary.
22 £ (E) The Low I ncone Hone Energy Assistance Program shal
23 be in operation for twelve nonths of the year. A quarterly
24 evaluation of the programshall be conducted the | ast day of
25 each fiscal quarter and benefits may be adjusted quarterly in
26 response to the evaluation. The council shall submt the
27 evaluation results to the General Assenbly annually in the form
28 of a report.
29 ey (F) The Departnent of Public Welfare shall be

30 responsible for assuring that the departnental office and | ocal
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offices have sufficient trained staff to adequately adni ni ster

t he program

> (G CQutreach prograns at the State and county | evel

shal | be provi ded.

{e (H The Low | ncome Hone Energy Assi stance Program shal

be adnministered in a nmanner consistent with the State pl an

submtted to the Federal Governnent.

- (1) The Departnent of Public Wel fare shall cooperate
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with other State agencies and with the Federal Governnent in the
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admi ni stration of this program

=
=

) (J) The Departnent of Public Welfare shall, in the

=
N

manner provided by |l aw, pronul gate the rul es and regul ati ons

=
w

necessary to carry out the ENERGY ASS|I STANCE COMPONENTS OF THE

H
o

Low | ncone Hone Energy Assi stance Program
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SECTION 2. THE SUM OF $40, 000, 000, OR AS MJCH THEREOF AS MNAY

=Y
(e}

BE NECESSARY, |S HEREBY APPROPRI ATED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC

=
\l

WELFARE FOR THE FI SCAL PERI CD JULY 1, 1992, TO JUNE 30, 1993, TO
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SUPPLEMENT THE FEDERAL BLOCK GRANT AS NEEDED TO MAI NTAI'N MAXI MUM

=
O

ELIGBILITY LIMTS AND MAXI MUM ENRCLLMENT, AS RELATES TO THE

N
o

LOW | NCOVE HOVE ENERGY ASSI STANCE PROGRAM

N
=

Section 2 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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