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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 17  >%%°

| NTRODUCED BY CALTAG RONE, DALEY, REBER, KOSI NSKI, LAUGHLI N,
HERVAN, BELFANTI, LaGROITA, PRESTON, GLADECK, BUNT AND
Pl CCOLA, JANUARY 15, 1991

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 15, 1991
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of October 7, 1976 (P.L.1090, No.218), entitled

"An act relating to abuse of adults and children by a person

who resides with them and providing for renmedi es and

procedures," further providing for the granting of emergency
relief.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8(a) of the act of Cctober 7, 1976
(P.L.1090, No.218), known as the Protection From Abuse Act,
anmended April 20, 1988 (P.L.355, No.56), is anended to read:

Section 8. Energency Relief.--(a) Wen:[, in counties with
| ess than four judges, the court is unavail able during the
busi ness day by reason of duties outside the county, illness or
vacation, and when, in counties with at |east four judges, the
court deens itself unavailable fromthe close of business at the
end of each day to the resunption of business the next norning
or fromthe end of the business week to the beginning of the

busi ness week, ]

(1) in counties with less than four judges, the court is
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unavai | abl e:

(i) fromthe close of business at the end of each day to the

resunpti on of busi ness the next norning;

(ii) fromthe end of the busi ness week to the begi nni ng of

t he busi ness week; and

(iii) during the busi ness day by reason of duties outside

the county, illness or vacation;

(2) in counties with at | east four judges, the court is

unavai | abl e:

(i) fromthe close of business at the end of each day to the

resunpti on of busi ness the next norning; and

(ii) fromthe end of the busi ness week to the begi nni ng of

t he busi ness week;

a petition may be filed before a district justice, bai
commi ssi oner or Phil adel phia Muni ci pal Court Judge who may grant
relief in accordance with section 6(a)(1) and (2) or (1) and (3)
if the district justice, bail comm ssioner or Phil adel phia
Muni ci pal Court Judge deens it necessary to protect the
plaintiff or mnor children from abuse, upon good cause shown in
an ex-parte proceeding. |Inmediate and present danger of abuse to
the plaintiff or mnor children shall constitute good cause for
pur poses of this section.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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