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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Establishing a | egislative bipartisan ad hoc cormittee to
exam ne ways to change the fornmula for Medicaid rei nbursenment
to reflect real hospital costs while guaranteeing access to
care, and conmmtting the General Assenbly to cooperating in a
national health care canpaign
WHEREAS, Over one mllion Pennsylvani ans have no nedi cal
i nsurance and over 50% of the nedically indigent are enpl oyed
i ndi vidual s and their dependents; and
WHEREAS, Currently Pennsylvania is taking the first step
toward providing health insurance to the uninsured; and
WHEREAS, Thousands of Pennsylvania citizens are | osing even
the nost limted access to health care because they have no
i nsurance; and
VHEREAS, The Commonweal th and business and | abor are
grappling with skyrocketing health care costs that force health
i nsurance cut backs; and
WHEREAS, Hospitals are facing the threat of bankruptcy

because they cannot cope with the growi ng nunbers of uninsured

and underinsured patients; and
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WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania health care workers and the patients
they serve are bearing the brunt of rising costs, as the health
care delivery systemattenpts to cut costs by cutting services
and j obs; and

VWHEREAS, The Commonweal th has second to the | owest |evel of
Medi caid rei nbursenment rates in the nation, which further limts
the ability of poor citizens in this Commonwealth to have access
to adequate care; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly recognizes its responsibility
to devel op a conprehensive plan that will guarantee access to
health care for its citizens and stop the dem se of health care
facilities in Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, Access to conprehensive health care is the nora
responsi bility of government and the institutions it supports;
and

WHEREAS, State Medicaid expenditures are increasing and
swal | owi ng a huge portion of the State budget, while the Federal
Governnent has cut funds to the states; and

WHEREAS, Wil e a conprehensive national solution is
ultimately necessary to control costs and guarantee universal
access to care for all, there are actions that the Conmonweal t h
can take now to join the 10 other states considering state
uni versal health insurance plans; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
establish a | egislative bipartisan ad hoc commttee to exam ne
ways to i mredi ately change the formula for Medicaid
rei nbursenent that will reflect real hospital costs while
guar ant eei ng access to care; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly work with mayors, county

executives, enployers, |abor unions and United States Senators
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and Representatives to build a canpaign for national health
care; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the commttee make a report of its findings

and recomrendations to the General Assenbly no |ater than

aa A W N P

November 1, 1990.
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