PRINTER S N0 3696

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 26068 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY MJURPHY, LEVDANSKY, CESSAR, MVERRY, FARVER AND
MELI O JUNE 12, 1990

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, JUNE 12, 1990

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of April 13, 1972 (P.L.184, No.62), entitled
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"An act giving nmunicipalities the right and power to adopt
home rul e charters or one of several optional plans of
government and to exercise the powers and authority of |ocal
sel f-governnment subject to certain restrictions and
limtations; providing procedures for such adoption and
defining the effect thereof,” providing for an additional
county optional plan.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of April 13, 1972 (P.L.184, No.62), known

as the Home Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law, is anmended by

adding an article to read:

ARTICLE X-A

OPTI ONAL _COUNTY PLAN:

CONSCL| DATI ON OF_ COURT- RELATED OFFI CES

Section 1001-A. The form of governnent provided in this

article shall be known as the "Opti onal County Pl an:

Consol i dated Court-Related O fices" and shall, together with

Article IV of this act, govern any county in which the voters
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have adopted this plan pursuant to the procedure set forth in

section 1004-A. This option shall be available only to those

muni ci palities commonly known as "counties." Nothing in this

county optional plan shall be construed or interpreted i n any

way to change or affect the organi zati on, structure and powers

of county governnent except for the consolidation of the offices

of register of wills, prothonotary and clerk of court.

Section 1002-A. (a) The county officers are:

(1) County conmi SSi oners.

(2) Controller.

(3) District attorney.

(4) Public defender.

(5) Treasurer.

(6) Sheriff.

(7) Recorder of deeds.

(8) Administrator of court records.

(b) County officers, except as otherw se provided by | aw or

this article, shall be elected at the nunicipal elections and

shall hold their offices for the termof four years, begi nning

on the first Monday of January next after their el ection, and

until their successors shall be duly qualified; all vacancies

shall be filled in such manner as nmy be provided by | aw.

(c) County officers shall be paid only by salary as provi ded

by |l aw for services perforned for the county or any other

governnental unit. Fees incidental to the conduct of any county

office shall be payable directly to the county or the

Commpnweal th, or as otherw se provided by | aw.

(d) Three county conmi ssioners shall be elected in each

county. In the election of these officers, each qualified

el ector shall vote for not nore than two persons, and the three
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persons recei ving the hi ghest nunber of votes shall be el ected.

(e) Jury conm ssioners shall be statutory officers and shal

be el ected at the municipal elections and shall hold their

office for the termof four years beqgi nning on the first Mnday

of January next after election and until their successors shal

be duly qualified; the salary board shall fix their sal ary;

vacanci es shall be filled by the president judge of the court of

commpn pl eas.

(f) The public defender shall be appoi nted as provi ded by

|l aw. The adm ni strator of court records shall be appoi nted by

the board of county conm SSi oners.

Section 1003-A. All county officers shall exercise those

powers qgranted by the provisions of general | aw applicable to

the county offices of the class of county to which it bel ongs.

The admi ni strator of court records shall perform such functions

and duties and shall exercise those powers granted to the

regi ster of wills, prothonotary and clerk of courts by the

provi sions of general |aw applicable to the class of county to

whi ch those offices fornerly bel onged.

Section 1004-A. (a) Notw thstandi ng any ot her provisi ons of

this act, the optional county plan authorized under this article

may be adopted without the creation of a governnent study

conmi ssi on.

(b)Y Whenever authorized by ordi nance of the governi ng body

of the county or upon a referendum petition of the reqi stered

voters submtted to the county board of el ectors, an el ection

shall be held in the county upon the foll owi ng questi on:

Shoul d the present form of county gover nnent be changed

by consolidating the officers of register of wills,

pr ot honotary and clerk of courts into one office known as
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the admi ni strator of court records, as authorized by the

Opti onal County Pl an; Consolidated Court-Rel ated O fices

in the Hone Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law?

(c) The petition calling for such el ection shall be in the

formrequired by subsection (e), and shall be signed by el ectors

of the nmunicipality conprising five per cent of the nunber of

el ectors voting for the office of Governor in the | ast

gubernatorial general election within the nunicipality.

(d) Wthin five days after the final enactnent of an

ordi nance aut hori zi ng such el ection, the chief clerk shall file

a certified copy of the ordi nance with the county board of

el ections, together with a copy of the guestion to be subnmtted

to the electors. At the next nunicipal or general or prinmary

el ection occurring not less than the thirteenth Tuesday after

the filing of the ordi nance or the petition with the county

el ection board, it shall cause the questi on above stated to be

submtted to the electors of the nunicipality as other questions

are subm tted under the provisions of the Pennsyl vani a El ecti on

(e) A referendumpetition under this section shall be filed

not later than the thirteenth Tuesday prior to the el ecti on, and

the petition and the proceedi ngs therein shall be in the manner

and subject to the provisions of the election | aws which rel ate

to the signing, filing and adjudi cati on of nom nati on petitions

i nsofar as such provisions are applicable, except that no

referendum petition shall be signed or circulated prior to the

twentieth Tuesday before the election nor |ater than the

thirteenth Tuesday before the el ection.

Secti on 1005- A Except for section 1271 of this act, Article

Xl of this act shall not be applicable to the optional county
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pl an authori zed under this article.

Secti on 1006-A. Wenever the legally qualified voters of the

county, by a majority vote of those voting on the questi on, vote

in favor of adopting the optional county plan authorized under

this article, the county shall be governed under the form of

governnent sel ected by the electors fromthe first Mnday of

January foll ow ng the nunicipal election at which the forner

offices of register of wills, prothonotary and clerk of courts

woul d have been el ect ed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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