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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2324 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY COHEN, KOSI NSKI, THOVAS, BILLOWN HARPER, PESCI,
TRELLO, BELARDI, MNALLY AND MELI O, MARCH 13, 1990

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, MARCH 13, 1990

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 28, 1937 (P.L.955, No.265), entitled, as
2 anended, "An act to pronote public health, safety, norals,

3 and wel fare by declaring the necessity of creating public

4 bodi es, corporate and politic, to be known as housi ng

5 authorities to engage in slumclearance, and to undertake

6 projects, to provide dwelling accomobdati ons for persons of

7 | ow i ncome; providing for the organization of such housing

8 authorities; defining their powers and duties; providing for
9 t he exercise of such powers, including the acquisition of

10 property by purchase, gift or em nent domain, the renting and
11 selling of property, and including borrow ng noney, issuing
12 bonds, and ot her obligations, and giving security therefor;
13 prescri bing the renedi es of obligees of housing authorities;
14 aut hori zing housing authorities to enter into agreenents,

15 i ncluding agreenents with the United States, the

16 Commonweal th, and political subdivisions and nunicipalities
17 t hereof ; defining the application of zoning, sanitary, and

18 building | aws and regul ations to projects built or maintained
19 by such housing authorities; exenpting the property and
20 securities of such housing authorities fromtaxation; and
21 i nposing duties and conferring powers upon the State Pl anning
22 Board, and certain other State officers and departnents,”
23 further providing for the security officers of housing
24 authorities by increasing their jurisdiction and by
25 subjecting themto collective bargaining | aws.
26 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

27 hereby enacts as follows:
28 Section 1. Section 4(a) of the act of May 28, 1937 (P.L.955,

29 No. 265), known as the Housing Authorities Law, is amended to
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read:

Section 4. Formation of Housing Authorities.--(a) There are
hereby created separate and distinct bodies, corporate and
politic, one for each city (as herein defined), and one for each
of the counties of the Conmonweal th. Each such Authority may be
known as the housing authority of the city or the county, as the
case may be, but shall in no way be deened to be an
instrumentality of such city or county, or engaged in the

performance of a municipal function. Such Authorities shall be

deened enpl oyers under the act of June 24, 1968 (P.L. 237,

No. 111), referred to as the Policenen and Firenen Coll ecti ve

Bar gai ni ng Act. Each such Authority shall transact no business

or otherw se becone operative until and unless a finding is
made, as hereinafter provided in this section.

* x *

Section 2. Section 10(ff) of the act, added Cctober 5, 1980
(P.L.690, No.140), is anended to read:

Section 10. Powers of an Authority.--An Authority shal
constitute a public body, corporate and politic, exercising
public powers of the Comonweal th as an agency thereof, which
powers shall include all powers necessary or appropriate to
carry out and effectuate the purpose and provisions of this act,
including the followi ng powers, in addition to others herein
gr ant ed:

* x *

(ff) Inthe city of the first class, to appoint [security]
police officers who shall have the same rights, powers and

duties as police officers in the Coomonwealth in and upon the

grounds and buildings of the Authority [and]; in their inmrediate

and adjacent vicinity; in instances of hot pursuit, within the
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boundaries of the city of the first class [and who], and, when

necessary, el sewhere. These police officers shall be authorized

to arrest persons for the conmm ssion of any offense, and the
keepers of the jails and other places of detention in the city
of the first class shall receive all persons arrested by such
[security] police officers for purposes of detention until they
are dealt with according to law. Provided, however, That such

i nstruction provided under the act of June 18, 1974 (P.L. 359,
No. 120), referred to as the Minicipal Police Education and

Trai ning Law. The act of June 24, 1968 (P.L.237, No.111),

referred to as the Policenen and Firenen Coll ective Bargai ni ng

Act, shall apply to these police officers for collective

bar gai ni ng and binding arbitration purposes. The Authority

shall, to the maxi mum extent practicable, give preference in
publ i ¢ housing and receiving any formof State or Federal public
assi stance, and second, to any other person living in public
housi ng.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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