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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1900 s

I NTRODUCED BY MAYERNI K, NOYE, VROON, SCHULER, TI GUE, RAYMOND
GRUPPO, FEE, BARLEY, DALEY, J. L. WRIGHT, TANGRETTI, MNAI NE
WOZNI AK, CORRI GAN, PESCI, SAURMAN, HERVAN, PHILLIPS, STABACK
JAMES, VEON, MORRI'S, M CHLOVIC, TRELLO, J. TAYLOR, DelLUCA,
LEH, KASUNI C, MAI ALE, HOALETT, FOX, NAILOR, G GIOITl,

D. F. CLARK, MELIO SCHEETZ, PRESTON, WOGAN, CI VERA
FAI RCH LD, GEI ST, BIRMELIN, VAN HORNE, BILLOW LI NTON AND
JADLOW EC, SEPTEMBER 26, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1989
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, further defining "obscene nmaterial s"
to include certain video tapes, video cassettes and vi deo
di scs; requiring the display of an explanation of ratings on
vi deo novies; and requiring the display of ratings on video
novi es.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 5903(b) and (c) of Title 18 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:
8§ 5903. (Obscene and other sexual materials.
* * %
(b) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
subsecti on:

"Conmmunity." For the purpose of applying the "contenporary

community standards” in this section, community nmeans the State.
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"Knowi ng." As used in subsection (a), know ng neans having
general know edge of, or reason to know or a belief or ground
for belief which warrants further inspection or inquiry of, the
character and content of any material described therein which is
reasonably suscepti bl e of exam nation by the defendant.

"Obscene materials.” Any literature, including any book,
magazi ne, panphl et, newspaper, storypaper, com c book or
witing, and any figure, visual representation, or imnage
i ncl udi ng any draw ng, photograph, picture [or], notion picture,

vi deo tape, video cassette or video disc, if:

(1) the average person applying contenporary comunity
standards would find that the subject matter taken as a whole
appeals to the prurient interest;

(2) the subject matter depicts or describes in a
patently of fensive way, sexual conduct of a type described in
this section; and

(3) the subject matter, taken as a whole, |acks serious
literary, artistic, political, educational or scientific
val ue.

"Sexual conduct." Patently offensive representations or
descriptions of ultimate sexual acts, normal or perverted,
actual or sinulated, and patently offensive representations or
descriptions of nmasturbation, excretory functions and | ewd
exhi bition of the genitals.

"Transportation facility.” Any conveyance, prem ses or place
used for or in connection with public passenger transportation,
whet her by air, rail, notor vehicle or any other nmethod,
including aircraft, watercraft, railroad cars, buses, and air,
boat, railroad and bus term nals and stations.

(c) Dissemnation to mnors.--No person shall know ngly
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1 dissemnate by sale, |oan or otherw se explicit sexual materials
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to a mnor. "Explicit sexual materials,

as used in this

subsection, neans materials which are obscene or:

(1) any picture, photograph, draw ng, scul pture, notion

picture film video tape, video cassette, video disc, or

simlar visual representation or inage of a person or portion
of the human body which depicts nudity, sexual conduct, or
sadomasochi stic abuse and which is harnful to mnors; or

(2) any book, panmphlet, magazine, printed matter however
reproduced, or sound recordi ng which contains any matter
enunerated in paragraph (1), or explicit and detail ed verbal
descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual excitenent,
sexual conduct, or sadomasochi stic abuse and which, taken as
a whole, is harnful to m nors.

* * %

Section 2. Title 18 is anended by adding a section to read:

§ 5905. Vi deo novi es.

(a) Explanation of official ratings.--A person who sells,

rents, | oans or otherw se di ssem nates or distributes, for

nonetary consi deration, video novies shall prom nently displ ay

in his place of business the five official rating categories

whi ch have been established by the C assificati on and Rati ng

Admi ni stration of the Mbtion Picture Associ ati on of Aneri ca,

together with a brief explanation of each rating, substantially

in the following form

G - Suitable for all ages.

PG - Parental gui dance suqgested; sonme nmaterial nmay not

be suitable for chil dren.

PG 13 - Parents strongly cauti oned; sone nmaterial may be

i nappropriate for children under 13 years of age.
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R - Should not be viewed w thout parental qui dance.

X - Subject matter that is not suitable for chil dren

under 17 years of age.

(b)Y Display of official rating.--No person shall sell, rent,

| oan or otherw se di ssenminate or distribute, for nonetary

consi deration, a video novie, unless the official rating of the

noti on picture fromwhich the video novie is copied, as stated

in subsection (a), is clearly and prom nently displayed in

bol df ace type on the outside of the cassette, case, jacket or

ot her covering contai ning the video novie. The video novi e shal

be clearly marked as "Not Rated" or "NR' if:

(1) the notion picture fromwhich the video novie is

copi ed has no official rating;

(2) the official rating of the notion picture from which

the video novie is copied is not readily avail able to such

persons,; or

(3) the video novie has been altered so that its content

materially differs fromthe notion picture.

(c) Penalty.--A person who viol ates subsection (a) or (b)

commits a summary offense and shall, upon conviction, be

sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than $500 for each

vi ol ati on.

(d) Definition.--As used in this section, the term"vi deo

novi €' neans a video tape, video cassette or video disc, and a

prerecorded video di splay or visual depiction, a prerecorded

devi ce that can be converted to a visual depiction or any other

reproducti on or reconstruction of a noti on picture.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

| 14L18CHF/ 19890H1900B2433 - 4 -



