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1 Section 204. Use of funds.

2 Section 205. Child identification, assessnent and tracking

3 system

4 Section 206. Personnel training.

5 Section 207. Individualized famly service plans.

6 Section 208. |IEPs and IFSPs for eligible three- to five-year

7 old children

8 Section 209. Exit criteria.

9 Chapter 3. Preschool Incentive Program

10 Section 301. Programavailability.

11 Chapter 4. M scell aneous Provisions

12 Section 401. Appropriations.

13 Section 402. Effective date.

14 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

15 hereby enacts as foll ows:

16 CHAPTER 1

17 CENERAL PROVI SI ONS

18 Section 101. Short title.

19 This act shall be known and may be cited as the Early
20 Intervention Services Systemand At-Ri sk Preschool Children
21 Incentive Program Act.
22 Section 102. Legislative findings.
23 (a) Needs.--The CGeneral Assenbly finds that there is a need
24 to:
25 (1) Increase the opportunity for the devel opnent of
26 handi capped infants, toddl ers and preschool children in order
27 to mnimze their potential for devel opnental del ay.
28 (2) Mnimze the need for special education services as
29 t hese handi capped i nfants, toddlers and preschool children
30 attain public school age.
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(3) Reduce the nunber of such handi capped individuals
bei ng placed in institutions and enhance their potential for
i ndependent living in society.

(4) Assist the famlies of handi capped infants, toddlers
and preschool children to neet their children's speci al
needs.

(5) Inplenment the provisions of the Education of the
Handi capped Act Amendnents (Public Law 99-457; 100 Stat.
1145), in order to be eligible to receive Federal funding to
hel p establish and mai ntain prograns and services to assi st
handi capped infants, toddl ers and preschool children and
their famlies.

(6) Reduce the l|ikelihood of school failure by providing
financial support for child devel opnment progranms for children
who are at risk for school failure because they are
econoni cal | y di sadvantaged or who do not have English as
their primary | anguage.

(b) Renedy.--The General Assenbly further finds that early
i ntervention services for handi capped infants, toddlers and
preschoolers and their famlies are cost-effective and
effectively serve the devel opnental needs of handi capped
chi l dren.

Section 103. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Council."™ The Interagency Coordinating Council established
under this act.

"Early intervention services." Developnental services which

ar e
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(1) Provided under public supervision.

(2) Provided at no cost to the child s famly.

(3) Designed to neet a handi capped infant's, toddler's
or preschool child' s devel opnmental needs in any one or nore
of the follow ng areas:

(1) Physical devel opnent.

(ii) Cognitive devel oprent.

(ii1) Sensory devel opnent.

(iv) Language and speech devel opnent.
(v) Psycho-social devel opnent.

(vi) Self-help skills.

(4) Developed to neet the standards and regul ati ons of
t he I nteragency Coordinating Council and which neet the
requi renents of Chapter 2, including, but not limted to the
fol | ow ng:

(i) Famly training.

(ii) Counseling and hone visits.

(ii1) Special instruction.

(iv) Speech pathol ogy and audi ol ogy.

(v) GCccupational therapy.

(vi) Physical therapy.

(vii) Psychol ogi cal services.

(viii) Case managenment services.

(ix) Medical services only for diagnostic or

eval uati on pur poses.

(x) Early identification, screening and assessnent
servi ces.

(xi) Health services necessary to enable the infant,
toddl er or preschool child to benefit fromthe other

early intervention services.
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(5) Provided by qualified personnel, including special
educat ors, speech and | anguage pathol ogi sts and audi ol ogi sts,
occupational therapists, physical therapists, psychol ogists,
soci al workers, nurses and nutritionists.
(6) Provided in conformty with an individualized fam|ly
service plan adopted in accordance with section 207.
(7) Provided in the least restrictive environnment
appropriate to the child s needs. Pursuant to this section,
early intervention services for eligible three- to five-year
old inclusive children may be provided in prograns devel oped
under Chapter 3 or in any other integrated setting that neets
t he standards of the council.
For the purposes of Chapter 2, the term"early intervention
services" shall supersede the term special education and rel ated
services and shall be considered to neet the requirenents of the
Educati on of the Handi capped Act (Public Law 94-142) and the
Educati on of the Handi capped Act Amendnments (Public Law 99-457;
100 Stat. 1145) as they relate to children age three to five
years ol d, inclusive.

"Handi capped i nfants, toddlers, and preschool children.”
I ndividuals ranging in age frombirth to five years who need
early intervention services for any of the foll ow ng reasons:

(1) They are experiencing devel opnental del ays as
nmeasured by appropriate diagnostic instrunments and procedures
in one or nore of the follow ng areas: cognitive devel opnent,
sensory devel opnent, physical devel opnent, |anguage and
speech devel opnment, psycho-soci al devel opnent or self-help
skills.

(2) They have a di agnosed physical or nmental condition

whi ch has a high probability of resulting in devel opnment al
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delay or nmeet the definition of "exceptional children"” as
contained in section 1371 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
excl uding those children with no handi cappi hg condition and
who are considered gifted or talented pursuant to 22 Pa. Code
8§ 13.1(Q)(ii) (relating to definitions).

(3) They are at risk of devel opi ng substanti al
devel opnental delays if early intervention services are not

provi ded under Chapter 2.

"I EP." Individualized Education Pl an.
"I FSP." Individual Famly Service Plan.
"I nteragency agreenment.” An agreenent entered into by the

Depart ment of Education, Departnent of Health, Departnent of
Public Wl fare, and any ot her Commonweal th agency, for the
pur poses of this act and the Education of the Handi capped Act
Amendnent s (Public Law 99-457; 100 Stat. 1145).

"Lead agency." The Departnent of Public Welfare, for early
intervention services to eligible children ages birth to two
years and seven nonths; and the Departnent of Education, for
early intervention services to eligible children ages two years
and seven nonths to five years.

"Local agreenent." An agreenent entered into by council -
designated parties to establish the provision of early
intervention services within a specified geographic area in
accordance with council policy, this act and the Educati on of
t he Handi capped Act Anendnents (Public Law 99-457; 100 Stat.
1145) .

Section 104. |Interagency Coordinating Council.
(a) Creation.--There is hereby created the Governor's

I nt eragency Coordi nati ng Council which shall consist of 15
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voting nmenbers and two ex officio nmenbers appointed by the
Governor and which shall serve as the council required by the
provisions of Title |I of the Education of the Handi capped Act
Amendnents (Public Law 99-457; 100 Stat. 1145). The term of
of fice of the nenbers shall be three years.

(b) Menbership.--The nenbership of the Council shall consi st
of the follow ng:

(1) Three parents of handi capped infants or toddlers or
preschool children ages birth through six years.

(2) One parent of a nonhandi capped child attending a
chil d devel opment programor a Head Start program funded
under Chapter 3.

(3) Three providers of early intervention services,

i ncl udi ng one school district provider, one internediate unit
provi der and one private provider.

(4) Two providers of child devel opment prograns,

i ncl udi ng one school district provider and one Head Start
provi der.

(5) One representative fromthe General Assenbly.

(6) One person involved in personnel preparation.

(7) One representative of the Acadeny of Pediatricians.

(8) The Secretary of Education or his designee.

(9) The Secretary of Public Wlfare or his designee.

(10) The Secretary of Health or his designee.

(11) The follow ng ex-officio nenbers who shall not have
voting privileges: a representative of a county nental
heal t h/ mental retardation office; and an enpl oyee of the
Department of Education working in the field of early
chi | dhood devel opnent.

(c) Designees.--The secretaries' designees, as set forth in
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1 subsection (b), shall be appropriate deputy secretaries,

2 conm ssioners or bureau directors.

3 (d) Oficers.--The chair of the council shall be appointed
4 by the Governor and shall be selected fromthose nenbers who are
5 not enployees of the Comobnweal th nor el ected officials.

6 Section 105. Powers and duties.

7 (a) Specific.--The council shall have the power and its duty
8 shall be:

9 (1) To pronul gate regul ati ons and standards for the

10 i npl enentation of a Statew de systemof early intervention
11 services which are in accordance with the provisions of this
12 act and the Education of the Handi capped Act Amendnents

13 (Public Law 99-457; 100 Stat. 1145). The council shall work
14 in cooperation with the Departnent of Education, the

15 Department of Health and the Departnent of Public Welfare to
16 devel op and i npl ement a Statew de conprehensive, coordinated,
17 mul tidi sciplinary, interagency programof early intervention
18 services for each eligible handi capped child, age birth

19 through five years inclusive and their famly by July 1,
20 1991. This programis intended to ensure the availability of
21 quality early intervention services to all eligible children
22 and their famlies and shall enphasize efforts to increase
23 the capability of existing early intervention services
24 provi ders to deliver such services.
25 (2) To pronul gate regul ations and standards for the
26 devel opnment of individualized famly service plans.
27 (3) To pronul gate regul ati ons and standards which
28 provi de procedures for a child to exit fromearly
29 intervention services.
30 (4) To develop in conjunction with the Departnent of
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1 Educati on, Departnment of Health and Departnent of Public

2 Wl fare, a Statewi de systemfor eligible child

3 identification, assessnent and tracking.

4 (5) To pronmul gate regul ati ons and standards providing

5 for the devel opnent and approval of |ocal agreenents for the
6 provi sion of early intervention services.

7 (6) To pronul gate regul ations and standards for the

8 i npl enentation of a child devel opnent program for eligible

9 preschool children identified as being at risk for school

10 failure under section 301(e). The council shall work in

11 cooperation with the Departnent of Education under the

12 provi sions of Chapter 3 to establish child devel opnent

13 incentive prograns for children at risk for school failure
14 and make grants available to qualified prograns proposed by
15 school districts and Head Start prograns.

16 (7) To advise and assist the |ead agencies in the

17 performance of their responsibilities as set forth in this
18 act. This shall include, but not be limted to, the

19 identification of the sources of fiscal and other support for
20 early intervention and child devel opnent services and
21 prograns, the assignnent of financial responsibility to the
22 appropriate agency and the pronotion of interagency
23 agreenents.

24 (8) To cooperate with the Departnent of Education, the
25 Department of Health and the Departnent of Public Welfare to
26 devel op and coordinate a systemof utilization of all funding
27 sources including Federal, State, |ocal and private sources,
28 i ncluding public and private insurance coverage.

29 (9) To develop in conjunction with the Departnent of

30 Education, the Department of Health and the Departnent of
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Public Wl fare, a Statew de systemfor eligible child
identification, assessnent and tracking.

(10) To recommend to the Departnment of Public Wlfare
and the State Board of Education guidelines and prograns for
devel opnent of inservice training, qualifications and
educational requirenents for issuance of |icenses and
certifications by the council.

(11) To advise and assist the | ead agencies in the
preparation of applications for Federal funding and
amendnent s thereto.

(12) To recommend annually to the Governor and the
secretaries of the | ead agencies, |levels of State
appropriations necessary to fulfill the obligations of this
act. The recommendati on shall include the council's operating
budget request for the next fiscal year.

(13) To prepare and submt an annual report during the
nont h of Septenber to the Governor, the Secretary of
Education, the Secretary of Health and the Secretary of
Public Wl fare, and the Majority and Mnority Chairnmen of the
Educati on Committees of both the House of Representatives and
the Senate. For early intervention prograns and child
devel opnent prograns each, this report shall include the
nunber of prograns being provided by internediate units,
school districts, private providers and Head Start; the
nunber of children being served; the nunber of underserved
and unserved children by individual programand in the
aggregate for the State; annual expenditures fromall funding
sources, including Federal, State, |ocal and private;
information on the quality of progranms and the status of

conpliance with State standards; information on personnel

19890H1861B2358 - 10 -



1 needs; any suggested changes in State | aw and regul ati ons

2 governing these prograns the council deens necessary;

3 proj ected costs of the prograns; and any other information

4 t he council| deens appropriate.

5 (14) To neet at least six tines a year in such places as
6 it deens necessary. The neetings shall be publicly announced,
7 and, to the extent appropriate, open and accessible to the

8 general public.

9 (15) To prepare and adopt a budget using funds

10 appropriated under this act and any funds through Title I and
11 Title I'l of the Education of the Handi capped Act Anendnents
12 to provide for the costs of travel for nenbers and staff,

13 including costs related to parent participation such as child
14 care.

15 (16) To enploy staff and obtain the services of such

16 prof essional, technical and clerical personnel as may be

17 necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.

18 (b) General.--The council is also authorized to perform any
19 other functions required of a state's interagency coordinating
20 council under the provisions of the Education of the Handi capped
21 Act Anmendnents.
22 CHAPTER 2
23 STATEW DE SYSTEM FOR THE PROVI SI ON OF EARLY | NTERVENTI ON SERVI CES
24 Section 201. Requirenents for Statew de system
25 A St atew de system of coordi nated, conprehensive,
26 nmultidisciplinary, interagency prograns which shall be
27 established and inplenented by the council to provide
28 appropriate early intervention services to all handi capped

29 infants, toddlers and preschool children and their famlies
30 shall include the follow ng m ni nrum conmponents:
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(1) A definition of the term "devel opnental ly del ayed"
that will be devel oped by the council and will be used by the
council and by the Departnent of Education, the Departnent of
Heal th, and the Departnent of Public Welfare in carrying out
prograns under this act.

(2) An assurance that appropriate early intervention
services are available to all eligible handi capped infants,
toddl ers and preschool children by July 1, 1991.

(3) A tinely, conprehensive, multidisciplinary
eval uation of the functioning of each handi capped i nfant,

t oddl er and preschool er and the needs of the famlies to
appropriately assist in the devel opnent of the handi capped
infant, toddler and preschool child.

(4) For each handi capped i nfant, toddl er and preschool
child, an IFSP in accordance with section 207 of this act,

i ncl udi ng case managenent services in accordance with such
service plan.

(5) A conprehensive child find systemincluding a system
for making referrals to service providers that includes
tinmelines and provides for the participation by primry
referral sources.

(6) A public awareness program focusing on early
i dentification of handi capped infants, toddlers and preschool
chi l dren.

(7) A central directory which includes early
i ntervention services, resources, and experts available in
this Commonweal th and research and denonstration projects
bei ng conducted in this Commonweal t h.

(8) A conprehensive system of personnel devel opnment and

policies and procedures relating to the establishnent and

19890H1861B2358 - 12 -
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mai nt enance of standards to ensure that personnel necessary
to carry out this part are appropriately and adequately
prepared and trained.

(9) A procedure for securing tinmely reinbursenment of
funds.

(10) Procedural safeguards with respect to prograns
under this chapter.

(11) A systemfor conpiling data on the nunbers of
handi capped infants, toddl ers and preschool children and
their famlies in this Commonwealth in need of appropriate

early intervention services, the nunbers of such infants,

toddl ers and preschool children and their famlies served and

the types of services provided.
(12) A system of prograns standards, eval uation and

conpl i ance.

(13) A systemfor the provision of services, to children

fromages birth through five years inclusive, which are in

conpliance with the provisions of the Education of the

Handi capped Act (Public Law 94-142). For the purposes of this

act, funding for the service of transportation shall be
appropriated to both the Departnment of Education and the
Department of Public Welfare as separate line itens. The
council shall devel op such regul ati ons and standards as
needed for the distribution of these funds.
Section 202. Program standards and regul ati ons.
The council shall define and address the foll owi ng issues
during its devel opnent of regul ations and standards:
(1) Criteria for locating and identifying eligible
chi l dren.

(2) Criteria for eligible prograns.
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(3) Fundi ng mechani sms and contracting guidelines.

(4) Personnel qualifications and a system of preservice
and inservice training.

(5) Early intervention services.

(6) Procedural safeguards.

(7) Appropriate placenent, including the |east
restrictive environnent.

(8) A systemof quality assurance, including eval uation
of the devel opnental appropriateness, quality and
ef fectiveness of prograns and the Statew de system assurance
of conpliance to program standards and provision of
assi stance to assist in conpliance.

(9) Data collection and confidentiality.

(10) Interagency cooperation at the State and | ocal
| evel .

(11) Content and devel opnent of | FSPs.

(12) Any other issues which are required under this act
and the Education of the Handi capped Act Amendnents (Public
Law 99-457; 100 Stat. 1145).

Section 203. Adm nistration.

(a) Assistance to counties.--Fromthe sum appropriated by
the General Assenbly to the Departnent of Public Welfare for the
pur poses of this act, the departnent shall distribute funds to
the county nmental health and nmental retardation offices for the
provi sions of early intervention services to children frombirth
to the age of two years and seven nonths. For the purposes of
this act, the county nental health and nental retardation
of fices shall not be required to provide a local nmatch to draw
down the State funds under the act of October 20, 1966 (3rd
Sp. Sess., P.L.96, No.6), known as the Mental Health and Mental
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Ret ardati on Act of 1966. The county offices may neet their
obligation to assure appropriate early intervention services to
all eligible children through contracts with public or private
nonprofit agencies that neet the requirenents of the regul ations
and program standards devel oped pursuant to this act. The county
of fices must assure annually that the service providers

recei ving such funds are in conpliance with the State's
regul ati ons and st andar ds.

(b) Assistance to intermediate units and school districts.--
From the sum appropriated by the General Assenbly to the
Depart ment of Education for the purposes of this act, the
departnment shall distribute funds to internediate units and
school districts for the provision of early intervention
services for children ranging in age fromtw years and seven
months to five years. Internediate units and school districts
may mneet their obligations to assure appropriate early
intervention services to all eligible children through contracts
with public or private nonprofit agencies in their catchment
areas that neet the requirenents of the regul ations and
st andards devel oped under this act. Internediate units and
school districts shall assure the departnent annually that the
service provider is in conpliance with the State's regul ations
and st andar ds.

Section 204. Use of funds.

(a) Direction of activities.--Funds appropriated by the
CGeneral Assenbly for the purposes of this chapter shall be used
for the follow ng activities:

(1) The planning, devel opnment and inplenentation of a

St at ewi de system of early intervention services through the

joint effort of the Departnent of Education, the Departnent
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of Public Welfare and the Departnent of Health through their

participation on the |Interagency Coordi nating Council.

(2) The provision of direct services for handi capped
infants, toddlers and preschool children.

(3) The expansion, as needed, and inprovenent of
exi sting services for handi capped infants, toddlers and
preschool children.

(4) No nore than 3% of each departnment's annua
appropriation shall be allocated for personnel training and
program techni cal assi stance.

(b) Report.--The Departnent of Education, the Departnent
Public Wl fare and the Departnent of Health shall submt
annual ly in August a report to the council on the status of
early intervention services in the Cormonweal th containing the
information that the council nay require.

Section 205. Child identification, assessnment and tracking
system

(a) Devel opnment of system --The council shall develop, in
conjunction with the Departnent of Public Welfare, the
Depart ment of Education and the Departnment of Health, a
Statewi de systemfor eligible child identification, assessnent
and tracki ng. The devel opnent and nai nt enance of the system
shall be funded by annual appropriations to the Departnent of
Wel fare by the General Assenbly. This system shall be devel oped
and coordi nated by the departnents to insure that the systemis
conpatible with the Federal Departnent of Education's system of
child find as required by the Education of the Handi capped Act
(Public Law 94-142).

(b) Conponents of system--The system shall include, but not

be limted to, the provision of the follow ng activities and
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servi ces:
(1) The earliest identification of eligible children as
soon after birth as possible.
(2) Referral services for famlies of eligible children.
(3) Continuing assessnent of at-risk children.
(4) A description of agencies providing early
i ntervention services and the services provided by each such
agency.
(5) Pertinent information regarding the exit of the
child fromearly intervention services.
(6) The orderly transfer of the accumul ated information
to the appropriate public provider upon the child's
attai nment of public school age.
(c) Confidentiality.--Proper neasures shall be devel oped and
i npl enented to insure the confidentiality of the data contai ned
in the system Information shall be accessed only by appropriate
Department of Public Welfare, Departnment of Education and
Department of Health staff and each agency's | ocal entities,
such as county MH/ MR offices, school districts and internediate
units, which are responsible for the provision of services
either directly or through subcontract to approved private
providers. Nothing in this section is intended to preclude the
utilization of this data to provide for the preparation of
annual reports, fiscal information or other docunments necessary,
but no information is used which would allow for the inmediate
identification of an individual child or famly.
Section 206. Personnel training.
(a) Assignnent.-- Recognizing the current shortage in
i ndividuals trained in early chil dhood education for both

handi capped and nonhandi capped preschool children, the council,
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in conjunction with the Departnment of Public Wl fare and the
State Board of Education, shall provide for the devel opnent of

i nservice training guidelines and prograns and shall recomend,
for approval by the Departnent of Education and the State Board
of Education, regul ations and standards pertaining to

qgual i fications and educational requirenments for the issuance of
appropriate |licenses and certifications by the council.

(b) Regul ation of personnel.--Regul ations or standards
pronul gated by the Departnent of Public Welfare or the State
Board of Education under this section shall be sensitive to the
vital role parents play in the provision of services to their
children and their inmportant role as, at the parent's option, an
aide to certified or |licensed personnel. The regul ati ons or
standards shall make provision for the inclusion as properly
licensed or certified those individuals currently enpl oyed
ei ther through a grandfathering clause or through a reasonabl e
i n-servi ce devel opnent program
Section 207. Individualized famly service pl ans.

(a) Duty to provide.--Each handi capped infant, toddler or
preschool child whose fam |y chooses to participate in an early
i ntervention programshall receive the following fromthe
program provi der:

(1) A nultidisciplinary assessnent of uni que needs and
the identification of services appropriate to neet such
needs.

(2) Awitten |IFSP devel oped by a nmultidisciplinary
team including the parent or guardian, as required under
subsection (d).

(b) Annual review --The I FSP shall be eval uated once a year

and the famly shall be provided a review of the plan at six
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month intervals, or nore often where appropriate based on the
child and fam |y needs.

(c) Devel opnent.--The I FSP shall be devel oped within a
reasonabl e time, as prescribed by the regul ati ons and st andards
of the council, after the assessnent required under subsection
(a)(1l) is conpleted. Wth the perm ssion of the parent or
guardi an, early intervention services nmay commence prior to the
conpl eti on of the assessnent.

(d) Conponents.--The IFSP shall be in witing and contain
t he foll ow ng:

(1) A statenent of the infant's, toddler's or preschool
child s present |evels of physical devel opnent, cognitive
devel opnent, sensory devel opnent, | anguage and speech
devel opnent, behavi oral or psycho-social devel opment and
self-help skills, based on acceptable objective criteria.

(2) A statenent of the famly's strengths and needs
relating to enhanci ng the devel opnent of the famly's
handi capped infant, toddler or preschool child.

(3) A statenent of the mmjor outconmes expected to be
achieved for the child and the famly, and the criteria,
procedures and tinelines used to determ ne the degree to
whi ch progress toward achi eving the outconmes are bei ng nade
and whet her nodifications or revisions of the outconmes or
servi ces are necessary.

(4) A statenent of specific early intervention services
necessary to nmeet the unique needs of the child and the
famly, including, the frequency, intensity and nmethod of
del i vering services.

(5) The projected dates for initiation of service and

the anticipated duration of such services.
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(6) The nane of the case manager who will be responsible
for the inplenmentation of the plan and coordination with

ot her agenci es and persons.

(7) The steps to be taken supporting the transition of

t he handi capped child to other early intervention or school -

aged servi ces.

(8) Any other provisions the council deens appropriate.
Section 208. |IEPs and IFSPs for eligible three- to five-year
old children

I ndi vidual Family Service Plans shall be devel oped for each
eligible child aged two years and seven nonths to five years.
The | EP-1FSP shall neet the requirenents for |IEPs under Part B
of the Education of the Handi capped Act (Public Law 94-142; 100
Stat. 1145) and the requirenents of the I FSP under Part H of the
Educati on of Handi capped Act (P.L. 99-457) and shall be a single
docunent .

Section 209. Exit criteria.

The counci| shall adopt regul ati ons and standards which
provi de procedures for a child to exit fromearly intervention
services. This exit plan nmust address both the needs of the
child who has attained public school age as well as the child
who, at any age between birth and five years inclusive, no
| onger neets the eligibility criteria. If a child has been
successful in obtaining age, appropriate behavior and abilities,
the fact that the child participated in early intervention
services shall not be communicated to the school district unless
t he parent so chooses nor shall it be considered as a rationale
for placenent in public school age special education classes.
However, if the child does not neet exit criteria and the

child' s | EP-1 FSP denpnstrates that the child will benefit from
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services which can be provided only through special education,
nothing in this act shall prevent that placenent. In either
case, transition services shall be provided to the child and his
parents.
CHAPTER 3
PRESCHOOL | NCENTI VE PROGRAM
Section 301. Programavailability.

(a) Establishnent.--The General Assenbly hereby establishes
the Pre-School Incentive Programfor eligible preschool children
who are at risk of school failure and who may benefit fromthe
opportunity to participate in a devel opnentally appropriate
child devel opnment programthat is reasonably calculated to
provi de preparation for successful participation in public
school s.

(b) Providers.--School districts and Federally funded | ocal
Head Start prograns may apply for funding under this chapter.
School districts may devel op district prograns for three- and
four-year old eligible children, as well as expand ki ndergarten
prograns for five-year old eligible children

(c) Standards.--Eligible school district prograns, including
ki ndergarten and Head Start progranms, shall be devel opnentally
appropriate and shall neet the accreditation standards of the
Nat i onal Association for the Education of Young Children as well
as any other regulations of the Interagency Coordinating
Council. State funded Head Start progranms nmust al so neet the
requirenents of Title VI (Subchapter B - Head Start Prograns) of
t he Omi bus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 (Public Law 97-35;
95 Stat. 499; 42 U S.C. 8§ 9831 et seq.).

(d) Program supervision.--Eligible prograns shall be under

the direct supervision of at |east one individual who is either
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certificated in early chil dhood education or who neets the
requi renents of Chapter 2.

(e) Funding availability.--Eligible school district prograns
or Head Start prograns may apply to the Secretary of Education
for funding for such progranms. The application for funding shal
require the designation of the nodels to be used (Head Start,
preschool, center-based, hone-based); the extent of parent
i nvol venent and training;, and the extent to which handi capped
children as defined in Chapter 1 will be integrated.

(f) Eligibility.--

(1) A child shall be deened at risk of school failure
and eligible to participate under this subsection if the
child is three to five years of age and either of the
foll ow ng appli es:

(i) He is a menber of a household or fam |y whose
income is at or below the poverty level under criteria
used by the U S. Bureau of the Census in conpiling the
nost recent decenni al census, including honel ess or
m grant chil dren.

(ii) He is a person for whom English is not the
pri mary | anguage.

(2) Achild who is at risk of school failure under
subsection (b)(1) shall be eligible to participate in the
programif the child will reach his or her third or fourth
birthday in the school year in which the programis offered.
(g) Admnistration.--

(1) The council shall pronul gate such regul ati ons and
standards as are necessary for the inplenmentation of this
chapter. Such regul ati ons and standards shall address, at a

m nimum the follow ng areas and shall apply to any public or
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private agency that conducts a child devel opnent programwth
t he foll ow ng:

(i) Developnentally appropriate practices for
prograns serving three, four- and five-year old children.
Prograns shall address appropriate curricula and
enphasi ze | anguage conmmruni cati on and social skills which
are devel opnental ly appropriate and that are inportant to
successful participation in kindergarten and first grade.

(i1i) Methods to facilitate involvenent of parents,

i ncludi ng outreach to assure di ssem nation of infornmation

about the availability of the program and assistance to

parents in working with their children.

(ti1) Appropriate child-to-staff ratios and group
si ze.

(iv) The appointnment, recruitnment and training of
personnel with appropriate certification in early
chi | dhood education or related fields.

(v) The coordination of services with other State
and | ocal human servi ce agenci es.

(2) Prograns funded under this chapter shall receive
i nservice training and techni cal assistance provi ded through
t he Departnent of Education. The departnent may set aside up
to 5% of the funds avail able under this chapter for the
adm nistration of this programand for providing training and
t echni cal assi stance.

(3) The Department of Education shall submt to the
council annually in August a report on the status of the
chil d devel opnment program established by this chapter and
other information required by the council.

(h) Distribution of funding.--Fromthe annual appropriation
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provi ded by the General Assenbly to the Departnent of Education
for the purposes of this chapter, the Departnent of Education
shall fund approved district or Head Start proposals. The
Depart ment of Education shall coordinate all avail able
resources, including Federal and State funding, for the Pre-
School 1ncentive Program

(1) Priority in funding shall be given to expandi ng
existing eligible Head Start progranms which neet the
requi renents of this chapter and the council.

(2) School districts nmay establish new prograns upon
provi sion of docunentation that there is an eligible
popul ati on not being served and that there are insufficient
eligible Head Start prograns available within the school
district area to provide the services.

CHAPTER 4
M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS
Section 401. Appropriations.
Annual |y, the General Fund budget shall include separate
appropriations for the foll ow ng:

(1) The adm nistration of the Interagency Coordinating
Counci | .

(2) Early intervention prograns funded by the Depart nent
of Educati on.

(3) Early intervention prograns funded by the Departnent
of Public Welfare.

(4) Transportation costs for eligible children attending
early intervention prograns funded by the Departnent of
Educati on.

(5) Transportation costs for eligible children attending

early intervention prograns funded by the Departnent of
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Public Welfare.

(6) The Preschool Incentive Programin the Departnent of

1
2
3 Educati on.
4 Section 402. Effective date.
5

This act shall take effect July 1, 1990.
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