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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1703 %%

| NTRODUCED BY MORRI'S, BRANDT, MELI O TRI CH COLAI ZZO, HALUSKA,
CHADW CK, RUDY, MNAINE, LaGROITA, LEH JOHNSON, ALLEN AND
HAYES, JUNE 19, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
JUNE 19, 1989
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AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment of a nodel program on
agriculture in urbanizing areas; conferring powers and duties
on the Departnent of Agriculture; and meking an

appropri ation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Agriculture
at the Rural -Urban Interface Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Agriculture of the
Commonweal t h.

"Program " The Program for Agriculture at the Rural - U ban

I nterface authorized under section 3.

Section 3. Program
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The departnent shall coordinate with The Pennsylvania State
Uni versity and the Rodal e Research Institute to devel op the
Program for Agriculture at the Rural-Urban Interface. The
program shall be designed to devise and inpl enent techniques for
communities trying to maintain agriculture in rapidly urbanizing
areas. The program shall have the foll owi ng conponents:

(1) Conmunity consultation. The program shall ensure
cooperation with comrunity groups and organi zati ons;

(i) to identify key agricultural and soci o-econom c
probl ens that constrain the continuation of farm ng;

(i1i) to develop strategies to address issues such as
wat er quality and pesticide safety; and

(iti1) to assist in the inplenentation of strategies

devel oped under subparagraph (ii).

(2) Information clearinghouse. The program shall coll ect
i nformati on on rel evant research, existing prograns and
possi bl e strategies to assist farnmers and conmunities.

(3) Research. The program shall devel op a series of
expert systens software packages specifically designed for
farnmers.

Section 4. Report.

The Rodal e Research Institute shall submt an annual report
to the departnment on the activities, progress and goals of the
program
Section 5. Appropriation.

The sum of $500, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Agriculture for the
fiscal year July 1, 1989, to June 30, 1990, to carry out the
provi sions of this act. This appropriation shall not |apse until

June 30, 1991.
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1 Section 6. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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