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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1665 %"

| NTRODUCED BY PI STELLA, RITTER, SEMVEL, MORRI S, RYBAK
VAN HORNE, MRKONI C, LEVDANSKY, KUKOVICH, d GLIOITl, STABACK,
Cl VERA, BUNT, ROBI NSON, GANNCN, COHEN, VEON, BELARDI, MELIQ
M CHLOVI C, TRELLO, BATTI STO, | TKIN, KASUNI C, BELFANTI AND
JOHNSON, JUNE 7, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, JUNE 7, 1989

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State
Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and
| ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,
prot honotaries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and
certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and
penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the laws rel ating
thereto,” requiring Social Security nunmbers of parents on
birth certificates.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 401 of the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304,
No. 66), known as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, is anended to
read:

Section 401. Birth Registration: General Provisions.--A
certificate of each birth occurring in this Commonweal t h shal

be filed with the local registrar of the district in which the
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birth occurs within a period prescribed by regul ati ons of the
Advi sory Health Board. The certificate shall be prepared, signed
and filed by the attendi ng physician or licensed mdw fe, except
that when there is no attendi ng physician or |icensed mdwfe
the certificate shall be prepared, signed and filed (1) by the
father, or (2) in the event of his death, disability or absence,
by the nother, or (3) in the event of her death or disability,
by the househol der of the prem ses or superintendent of the
institution in which the birth occurs, or (4) in the event of

t he absence or disability of all persons heretofore naned, then
by such person acquainted with the facts as the | ocal registrar

shal | designate. The Social Security nunber of each parent, if

ascertai nabl e, shall be obtai ned and nmai ntai ned separately by

the Departnment of Health in a fashion that pernmts routine,

screened inquiries. This information i s consi dered confidenti al,

and is to be made available only to State and Federal agencies

responsi ble for establishing or enforcing child support orders.

Section 2. Section 403 of the act, added July 3, 1957
(P.L.443, No.247), is anended to read:

Section 403. Birth Registration: Children Born in a Country
O her Than the United States.--The departnment shall, upon
request, conplete and register birth certificates for any child
born in a country other than the United States when either
parent is a citizen of the United States and a resident of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a. Such certificates shall show the
true country and date of birth, and that the certificate is not
evi dence of the United States citizenship of the registrant. For
such registration the departnent shall require proof of parental
United States citizenship and of Pennsyl vani a residence. The

Soci al Security nunber of each parent, if ascertainable, is to
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be recorded and mai ntained as required in section 401. Certified

1

2 copies of such certificates shall be issued upon application and
3 paynment of the prescribed fee.
4

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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