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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 820 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CLI VER, DOVBROWEKI, PI STELLA, Tl GUE, CORRI GAN,
O DONNELL, MORRI'S, BUNT, LINTQN, KUKOVI CH, GODSHALL, MRKONI C
BELARDI, FOX, BURD, SERAFI NI, PRESTQN, RUDY, COLAFELLA,
ROBI NSON, HAYDEN, RCEBUCK, RYBAK, G GLIOITlI, BATTI STO,
TRELLO, WOXZNI AK, KGSI NSKI, SAURMAN, FARGO, E. Z. TAYLOR
HOALETT, RI CHARDSON AND CCOLAI ZZO, APRIL 3, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, APRIL 3, 1989

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 5, 1947 (P.L.458, No.208), entitled, as
2 anended, "An act creating as bodies corporate and politic

3 "Parking Authorities' in cities of the first, second, second
4 A and third cl asses, boroughs, and townships of the first

5 cl ass; prescribing the rights, powers and duties of such

6 authorities; authorizing such authorities to acquire,

7 construct, inprove, maintain and operate parking projects, to
8 conduct research of the parking problem to supervise,

9 operate and adm nister an efficient coordinated system of on-
10 street parking regulation where so authorized by mnuni ci pal

11 ordi nance or resolution, to establish a pernmanent coordi nated
12 system of off-street parking facilities, and to borrow noney
13 and i ssue bonds for such facilities therefor; providing for
14 t he paynment of such bonds and prescribing the rights of the
15 hol ders thereof; conferring the right of em nent domain on

16 such authorities; enpowering such authorities to enter into
17 contracts with, and to accept grants from the Federal

18 Governnment, State, political subdivisions of the State or any
19 agency thereof; exenpting the property and securities of such
20 parking authorities fromtaxation and conferring exclusive
21 jurisdiction on certain courts over rates for their
22 facilities,"” enpowering the authority to auction abandoned
23 vehi cl es; and maki ng a repeal.
24 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

25 hereby enacts as follows:

26 Section 1. Section 5(b) of the act of June 5, 1947 (P.L.458,



No. 208), known as the Parking Authority Law, is anmended by
addi ng a clause to read:

Section 5. Purposes and Powers; General.

* x *

(b) Every Authority is hereby granted and shall have and may
exercise all powers necessary or convenient for the carrying out
of the aforesaid purposes including, but without limting the
generality of the foregoing, the following rights or powers:

* * %

(18) To auction abandoned vehicl es uncl ai ned by the owner

for nore than ninety (90) days. The Authority shall notify by

regi stered mail, return recei pt requested, the | ast known

regi stered owner of the vehicle and all |ienholders of record

that the vehicle i s abandoned. The notice shall:

(i) Describe the make, nodel, title nunber, vehicle

identificati on nunber and regi stration plate nunber of the

abandoned vehicle, if known.

(ii) State the |ocation where the vehicle is bei ng hel d.

(iii) Informthe ower and any |ienholders of their right to

reclaimthe vehicle within thirty (30) days after the date of

the notice at the place where the vehicle is being held by the

Aut hority, upon paynent of all towi ng and storage char ges.

(iv) State that the failure of the owner or |ienholder to

reclaimthe vehicle is deened consent by the owner to the

destruction, sale or other disposition of the abandoned vehicle

and of all |ienholders to dissolution of their |iens.

If the identity of the | ast regi stered owner and of al

i enhol ders cannot be determ ned with reasonable certainty, the

contents of the notice set forth shall be published one tine in

one newspaper of general circulation in the area where the
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vehi cl e was abandoned. The notice may contain nultiple |listings

of abandoned vehicles. Notice by publication locally shall be

the responsibility of the Authority. The notice shall have the

sane effect as notice sent by reqgistered mail. |f an abandoned

vehi cl e havi ng val ue has not been recl ai ned, the vehicle shal

be sold at a public auction at such tine and pl ace as nmay be

desi gnated by the Authority. The Authority shall give the

purchaser a sales recei pt and shall apply for a title which

shall be free and clear of all previous |liens and cl ai ns of

ownershi p. Fromthe proceeds of the sale of the abandoned

vehicle, the Authority may retain the reasonabl e and necessary

costs of towi ng, storage, notice and publication costs and

expenses of auction. The renmmni nder of the proceeds of a sale

shall be held for the owner of the vehicle or record |ienhol der

for sixty (60) days fromthe date of sale and if not properly

clained shall then be paid to the Departnent of Transportation

and transnmtted to the State Treasurer for deposit in the Motor

Li cense Fund. |If an abandoned vehicle is val uel ess except for

junk, the Authority shall apply to the Departnent of

Transportati on for i ssuance of a certificate of junk and shal

i nclude with the applicati on a phot ograph of the vehicle to be

prepared in a manner prescri bed by the departnent. The

application shall also include the i nformation required by 75

Pa.C.S. § 7304 (relating to reports to departnent of possessi on

of abandoned vehicl es) and any other informati on which nmay be

deened necessary by the departnent.

* * %

Section 2. 75 Pa.C.S. Ch. 73 (relating to abandoned vehicl es
and cargos) is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent with this

act .
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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