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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 730 5

| NTRODUCED BY FOX, STABACK, NAHI LL, SAURMAN, KOSI NSKI, MARKGCSEK,
GODSHALL, TI GQUE, CAWEY, KUKOVICH, RYBAK, PRESTQN, WASS
G Gl OrTl, MAIALE, HAYDEN, RITTER, JOSEPHS, HALUSKA, KENNEY,
SEMVEL, TRELLO, COLAFELLA, E. Z. TAYLOR, MORRIS, GEI ST,
BELARDI, CORRI GAN, VEON, Cl VERA, THOVAS, RAYMOND, ANGSTADT,
LASHI NGER, SERAFI NI, COHEN, MELI O, BUNT, | TKIN, PETRONE
HOANLETT, CORNELL AND J. TAYLOR, MARCH 13, 1989

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, MARCH 13, 1989
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AN ACT
Requiring that railroad stations and subway stops have ranps and
ot her inprovenents for handi capped persons and that rolling
stock have certain devices for handi capped persons; and
provi di ng penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Statenment of purpose.

The purpose of this act is to have fully accessible public
transportation services for all persons with disabilities in
order to guarantee nondiscrimnation relating to their nobility
and i ndependence.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Bus." A notor vehicle designed for carrying nore than ten
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passengers, exclusive of the driver, other than a taxicab, and
desi gned and used by a transportati on conpany for the
transportation of persons for conpensation.

"Rol ling stock." Buses, trains, trolley cars, subway cars,
vans and sim | ar neans of public transportation.

"Transportation conpany.” A person, firmor corporation
renderi ng public passenger service in this Comonweal t h pursuant
to common carrier authorization fromthe Pennsylvania Public
Utility Comm ssion or the Interstate Conmerce Conmi ssion.
Section 3. Inprovenents for the handi capped at railroad

stations and subway stops.

(a) Ranps.--A transportation conpany which renders fixed
route public transportation service by rail in this Comopnweal th
shall install, at all railroad stations and subway stops and
entrances thereto, such ranps and other inprovenents as may be
necessary to nmake the stations and stops accessible to
handi capped persons in wheel chairs and ot her persons who nmay
have difficulty negotiating stairs.

(b) Bridge plates.--Trains and subway cars shall be equi pped
with a sufficient nunber of bridge plates for use between the
cars and platforns by persons in wheel chairs.

Section 4. Electrical lifts on buses and trolleys.

Al'l buses and trolley cars purchased or placed into operation
by transportati on conpanies for the first tinme after the
effective date of this act shall be equipped with front door
electrical lifts for wheelchairs. Al new and existing lifts
shall be properly mai ntained and functional for the life of the
vehi cl e.

Section 5. Tie-downs on buses, trains and subway cars.

Transportation conpani es shall equip buses, train passenger
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cars and subway passenger cars with a sufficient nunber of tie-
downs to accommobdate persons in all types of wheelchairs. Tie-
down devi ces shall acconmodate a m ni nrum of 10% of the avail able
seati ng space.

Section 6. Specifications.

The Departnent of Transportation, in consultation with an 11-
menber advi sory conmittee appointed by the Governor, conposed of
know edgeabl e di sabl ed persons with a variety of disabilities
and representatives of organi zations serving such persons, shal
prepare design specifications for the ranps, platform plates,
electrical lifts and tie-downs required by this act and nake the
specifications available to transportati on conpani es.

Section 7. Enforcenent.

The Departnent of Transportation shall be responsible for the
enforcement of this act.

Section 8. Variance or exenption.

The Departnent of Transportation may grant a tenporary one-
time variance, not to exceed six nonths in duration, or
exenptions fromthe provisions of this act if its enforcenent
woul d i npose undue hardship on the transportati on conpany and if
t he variance or exenptions would not have a material adverse
ef fect on handi capped persons.

Section 9. Operator conpliance.

Transportation conpanies shall conduct and require their
operators to conplete a training course to teach the operators
to respect the rights of disabled passengers regarding courtesy,
sensitivity and the proper operation of all rolling stock
facilities and services.

Section 10. Passenger conpliance.

A passenger who is not disabled who occupies a seat on
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rolling stock reserved for the disabled conmts a sumary
of f ense.

Section 11. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in six nonths.
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