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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 693 %%

| NTRODUCED BY COWELL, COY, DALEY, SCHULER, FOX, KOSI NSKI,
E. Z. TAYLOR FLICK, WAMBACH, CALTAG RONE, RI TTER, VEON
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RYBAK, JOHNSON, @ GLIOITI, SAURVAN, MELI O COLAI ZZ0,
SERAFI NI, MRKONI C, CAWLEY AND LAUGHLI N, MARCH 7, 1989
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for the filling of
vacancies in the office of school director; prohibiting the
use of anabolic steroids by pupils involved in school-rel ated
athletics; providing for seniority credit for certain | eaves;
del eting certain provisions relating to nonresident children;
prohibiting strip searches; and further providing for

rei nbursenents for the purchase of buil dings.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 315, 316 and 317 of the act of March 10,
1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended Novenber 28, 1973 (P.L.361, No.127), are anmended to
read:

Section 315. Filling of Vacancies.--1n case any vacancy
shall occur in any board of school directors by reason of death,

resignation, renmoval fromthe district, or otherw se, such
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vacancy shall, in a school district of the first class [or of
the first class A], be filled for the unexpired termby the
court of common pleas of the county in which such schoo
district is situated fromthe qualified electors of the
district; and in a school district of the second, third, or
fourth cl asses, the remaining nenbers of the board of school
directors shall, by a majority vote thereof, fill such vacancy
fromthe qualified electors of the district within thirty (30)
days thereafter. In a district of the second, third, or fourth
cl ass, the person selected to fill such vacancy shall be a
qualified elector of the district and shall hold his office, if
the termthereof so |long continues, until the first Mnday of
Decenber after the first nmunicipal election occurring nore than

sixty (60) days after [his appointnent] the vacancy shall have

occurred. At such election an eligible person shall be elected
for the remainder of the unexpired term If, by reason of atie
vote or otherw se, such vacancy shall not have been filled by
the board of school directors within thirty (30) days after such
vacancy shall have occurred fromthe qualified electors of the
district, the court of conmon pleas of the proper county, upon
the petition of ten or nore resident taxpayers, shall fill such
vacancy by the appointnent of a suitable person fromthe
qualified electors of the district if the termof the vacant

of fice so long continues, until the first Monday of Decenber

after the first nmunicipal election occurring nore than sixty

(60) days after [his appointnment] the vacancy shall have

occurred. At such election an eligible person shall be elected
for the remainder of the unexpired term Wen any nenber of a
board of school directors heretofore or hereafter enlists or is

i nducted into the military or naval forces of the United States
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intime of war, a tenporary vacancy shall be declared, which
shall be filled by the remaining nenbers of the board or the
court, as the case may be fromthe qualified electors of the
district, until the return of such nmenber of the board fromthe
mlitary or naval service, or until the expiration of the term
for which he shall have been el ected, whichever shall be the
shorter period.

Section 316. Vacancies in Majority of Menbers.--In case
vacanci es occur whereby the offices of a nmgjority of the nenbers
of any board of school directors, other than the board of school
directors of a school district of the first class or of the
first class A becones vacant, such vacancies shall be filled by
the court of common pleas of the county in which such school
district is situated fromthe qualified electors of the
district. The persons selected to fill such vacancies shall hold
their offices, if the terns thereof continue so long, until the
first Monday in Decenber after the first nunicipal election
occurring nore than sixty (60) days after [their appoi ntnent]

t he vacancy shall have occurred, at which election eligible

persons shall be elected for the renmai nder of the respective
unexpired term

Section 317. Vacancies in Al Menbers.--If at any tine
vacanci es exist or occur in the nmenbership of all the nenbers of
any board of school directors in any school district, other than
a school district of the first class or of the first class A,
the court of common pleas of the county in which such district,
or the largest part in area thereof, is |ocated, shall, after
ten (10) days fromthe time such vacanci es exist or occur,
appoint a board of properly qualified persons fromthe qualified

electors of the district who shall serve, if the terns thereof
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1 continue so long, until the first Monday in Decenber after the
2 first municipal election occurring nore than sixty (60) days

3 after [their appointnent] the vacancy shall have occurred; at

4 which election a board of school directors for such district

5 shall be elected for the remai nder of the respective unexpired
6 term Wenever a vacancy of the entire nenbership of a board of
7 school directors in any school district of the fourth class

8 occurs, the executive director of the internmediate unit may

9 enter and take full charge of and, at the expense of the

10 district, maintain the schools thereof in accordance with the
11 provisions of the school |aws of the Commonweal th, under the

12 direction of the Secretary of Education, and may continue in

13 charge thereof until a board of school directors has been

14 appointed fromthe qualified electors of the district and has
15 qualified.

16 Section 2. Section 511(a) of the act, anended April 14, 1949
17 (P.L.460, No.85), is anended and the section is anended by

18 adding a subsection to read:

19 Section 511. School Athletics, Publications, and
20 Organi zations. --
21 (a) The board of school directors in every school district
22 shall prescribe, adopt, and enforce such reasonable rules and
23 regulations as it may deem proper, regarding (1) the managenent,
24 supervision, control, or prohibition of exercises, athletics, or
25 ganes of any kind, school publications, debating, forensic,
26 dramatic, nusical, and other activities related to the school
27 program including raising and disbursing funds for any or al
28 of such purposes and for schol arships, and (2) the organi zati on,
29 rmanagenent, supervision, control, financing, or prohibition of

30 organi zations, clubs, societies and groups of the nenbers of any
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cl ass or school, and may provide for the suspension, dismssal,
or other reasonable penalty in the case of any appoi nt ee,
prof essi onal or other enploye, or pupil who violates any of such

rules or regulations or this section.

* * %

(g) The use of anabolic steroids by any pupil involved in

school -rel ated athletics i s prohibited.

Section 3. Section 1125.1 of the act is amended by adding a
subsection to read:
Section 1125.1. Persons to be Suspended.--* * *

(a.1) Any persons who, prior to the effective date of this

subsection, were required by their enployers to take a | eave of

absence due to pregnancy shall receive seniority credit for such

| eave. Any persons required by their enployers to resign due to

pregnancy shall, upon return to enploynent in the sanme schoo

entity, have restored to them any seniority accrued before the

resi gnati on.

* * %

Section 4. Section 1305(b) of the act is repeal ed.
Section 5. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1320. Strip Searches Prohibited.--(a) It shall be

unl awful for any enpl oye of a public school to order or conduct

a strip search of any pupil in any public school.

(b)Y A person who violates the provisions of this section

commts a summary offense and shall, upon conviction, be

sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than $300 or to i npri sonnent

for a period not exceedi ng ninety (90) days.

Section 6. Section 2574(f) of the act, added June 1, 1972
(P.L.325, No.89), is anended to read:

Section 2574. Approved Rei nbursable Rental for Leases
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Her eaft er Approved and Approved Rei nbursabl e Sinking Fund
Charges on | ndebt edness.--* * *
(f) For the purchase of any building, reinbursenment shall be

conputed in the sanme manner and using the sane rei nbursenent

amounts as for constructed school buildings. [and approved
bui l di ng cost shall be the | esser of

(1) The cost of purchasing the site and structure and the
cost of approved renovations including appropriate fixtures and
equi pnent, or

(2) For the purchase of any building (1) the product of the
rated pupil capacity as determ ned by the Departnent of
Education at the time the purchase is approved and (i) one
t housand one hundred dollars ($1,100) in the case of elenentary
schools, (ii) one thousand seven hundred dollars ($1,700) in the
case of secondary schools, and (iii) an amount in the case of
conmbi ned el enent ary-secondary school s obtai ned by multiplying
the rated el enmentary pupil capacity by one thousand one hundred
dol lars ($1,100) and the rated secondary pupil capacity by one
t housand seven hundred dollars ($1, 700) and dividing the sum by
the total rated pupil capacity; and (I1) in the case of
renovation of any building including appropriate fixtures and
equi pnent, reinbursenment shall be (i) one thousand two hundred
dol lars ($1,200) for elenentary schools, (ii) one thousand three
hundred dol lars ($1,300) for secondary schools, and (iii) for
conmbi ned el enent ary-secondary schools an anount obtai ned by
mul tiplying the rated el enentary capacity by one thousand two
hundred dol lars ($1,200) and the rated secondary pupil capacity
by one thousand three hundred dollars ($1, 300).]

Section 7. This act shall take effect as foll ows:

(1) Section 1 (Sections 315, 316 and 317), section 2
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(section 511(a)), section 3 (section 1125.1(a.1)) and section
5 (section 1320) shall take effect in 60 days.

(2) The remainder of this act shall take effect

AW N P

i mredi ately.
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