PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 505 PRINTER S NO. 1304

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 463 *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY BOWLEY, DI STLER, YANDRI SEVI TS, LETTERVAN, VEON
WASS, GEI ST, F. TAYLOR, MORRI'S, HERVAN, CAWEY, MELI O
CAPPABI ANCA, STABACK, HALUSKA, LINTON, COY, JOHNSQN,
COLAl zZO, S. H SM TH, MERRY, BISHOP, CLYMER, TRELLO,
BATTI STO, GRUPPO, HECKLER, BILLOW HASAY, M CHLOVI C, HAGARTY,
ROBBI' NS, DI ETTERI CK, LEVDANSKY, B. SM TH, STElI GANER, BUSH
LEE, NOYE AND J. H CLARK, FEBRUARY 14, 1989

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 11, 1989
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AN ACT

Provi ding for penal ADD TI ONAL Cl VIL damages for the conversion
of timber.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Ti nber
Conversi on Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) Disreputable tinber operators are cutting and
removing the tinber of others w thout perm ssion.
(2) The tinber operators referred to in paragraph (1)
are avoiding crimnal liability by claimng mstake.
(3) CGuvil liability for action under paragraph (1) is

l[imted to damages in the anount of the value of the tinber.
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(4) Danages under paragraph (3) do not protect property
owners from having their tinber cut without their consent and
do not discourage the depletion of a val uabl e natural
resour ce.

(5) Penal ADDITIONAL ClVIL damages are necessary to <—
protect property owners fromhaving their tinber cut wthout
their consent and to di scourage the depletion of a val uable

nat ural resource.

Section—3—Cause—of —action— <
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Seetton—-5—FEffectivedate-
Fhts—act—shatt—takeetfeect+n60-—days—

SECTION 3. CAUSE OF ACTI ON FOR CONVERSI ON OF Tl MBER. <—
A PERSON WHO CUTS OR REMOVES THE Tl MBER OF ANOTHER PERSON

W THOUT THE CONSENT OF THAT PERSON SHALL, IN ADDI TION TO ALL

OTHER DAMAGES OR OTHER Cl VI L REMEDI ES PROVI DED BY LAW BE LI ABLE

TO THAT PERSON IN A CVIL ACTI ON FOR AN ADDI TI ONAL AMOUNT OF

DAMAGES EQUAL TO THE VALUE OF THE Tl MBER CUT OR REMOVED. FOR
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1 PURPGCSES OF TH S ACT, TIMBER SHALL BE TREES, LOGS OR WOODED LAND
2 VWH CH CONSTI TUTE A MERCHANTABLE SOURCE OF WOOD.

3 SECTION 4. EFFECTI VE DATE

4 TH' 'S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MMEDI ATELY.
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