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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," further providing for the
regul ation of famly day-care providers; providing for
certain expenditures; conferring powers and duties upon the

Department of Public Wl fare; and maki ng repeals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "children's institutions"” in
section 901 of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known
as the Public Wl fare Code, anended Decenber 5, 1980 (P.L.1112,
No. 193), is anended to read:

Section 901. Definitions.--As used in this article--

"Children's institutions"” means any incorporated or

uni ncor por at ed organi zati on, society, corporation or agency,

public or private, which may receive or care for children, or
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place themin foster famly honmes, either at board, wages or
free; or any individual who, for hire, gain or reward, receives
for care a child, unless he is related to such child by blood or
marriage within the second degree; or any individual, not in the
regul ar enploy of the court or of an organi zation, society,
associ ation or agency, duly certified by the departnent, who in
any manner becones a party to the placing of children in foster
homes, unless he is related to such children by bl ood or
marriage within the second degree, or is the duly appointed
guardi an thereof. [The termshall not include a famly day care
home in which care is provided in lieu of parental care to six
or less children for part of a twenty-four hour day.]

* x *

Section 2. Section 1001 of the act is amended by addi ng
definitions to read:

Section 1001. Definitions.--As used in this article--

* * %

"Agency-affiliated fanily day care hone" neans a fanily day

care hone which operates under the auspices of a fanily day care

agency through a contractual arrangenent with a fanily day care

"Fami |y day care agency" neans a soci al service agency which

admi nisters famly day care prograns, including the recruitnent,

screeni ng and sel ection of fanmly day care hones, and whi ch,

t hrough contractual arrangenments with fanmly careqivers,

perforns adm ni strative functions that include, but are not

limted to, training of caregivers; technical assistance; intake

and referral of children to famly day care honmes; nonitoring

and i nspection of the agency's fam ly day care honmes; eval uation
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of children's devel opnent, the fanily careqgiver's daily program

and the famly careqi ver; consultati on and assi stance to parents

and children; referral of children and parents to heal th and

soci al services when appropriate; and furnishing child care

equi pnent to fanmly day care hones.

"Fami |y day care hone" neans any hone in which child day care

is provided at any one tine to four through six children who are

not relatives of the careqiver.

* * %

Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 1010. Additional Requirenents for Famly Day Care

Hones.--(a) |In a famly day care hone, all of the foll ow ng

apply:

(1) There may be no nore than six children under six years

of age in care. This clause includes foster children and

rel ati ves of the caregiver.

(2) There may be no nore than two children under 18 nont hs

of age in care. This clause includes foster children and

rel ati ves of the caregiver.

(3) During the school year, a famly day care hone nmay

provide care for an additi onal three school -aged chil dren,

unrel ated to the careqi ver, who are under 13 years of age.

(4) Each floor |evel used by children in a famly day care

home nust have at | east two exits, one of which may be a w ndow.

At | east one exit fromeach floor | evel nmust provide a direct

means of unobstructed travel to the outside at street or qground

(5) A window of a type which may be readily opened and of

proper size and design to all ow for evacuati on nust be provi ded

as a second exit. The wi ndow shall be kept unl ocked and
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unobst ruct ed.

(6) A roomor space, including an attic, which is accessi bl e

only by a |adder, folding stairway or through a trap door nay

not be used by chil dren.

(7) A fanmly day care hone caregiver shall have an initial

health assessnent structured to identify health conditi ons which

woul d adversely affect the caregiver's ability to provide child

care. The sane health requirenents shall apply to ot her nenbers

of the caregiver's household who have direct contact with any

child in care. The caregiver shall be required to report to the

departnent any significant changes in health status that woul d

adversely affect the caregiver's ability to provide child care.

(8) A fanmly day care hone caregi ver nust be at | east 21

vears of age.

(b)) Fanmly day care hones shall conply with reqgul ati ons

pronul gated by the departnent under section 1013.

(c) An agency-affiliated faml|ly day care hone i s not

required to apply for a separate license as a famly day care

home. Under the supervision of a famly day care agency, an

agency-affiliated famly day care center shall conmply with this

secti on.

Section 1011. Regul ati ons. --(a) The departnent has the

power and duty to pronul gate requl ati ons to provide for

licensing of famly day care hones and fanily day care agenci es

to provide for their operati on under standards set forth in

section 1010(a).

(b)Y In the devel opment of requl ati ons, the departnent shal

use as a guideline standards and recommendati ons on fanily day

care and famly day care hone providers that have been devel oped

by the Child Wel fare League of Anerica and the Nati onal
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Associ ati on for the Educati on of Young Chil dren.

Section 1012. Public I nfornmati on.--The departnent shall take

initiatives to educate the citizens of this Commonwealth to | ook

for and use |licensed day care facilities.

Section 4. Sections 1070, 1071, 1072, 1073, 1074, 1075,
1076, 1077, 1078, 1079 and 1080 of the act are repeal ed.

Section 5. The Departnment of Public Wl fare shall conply
with the follow ng tinme schedul es:

(1) Wthin 90 days of the effective date of this
section, the departnent shall submt proposed rul emaki ng
under section 3 (section 1011) to the Legislative Reference
Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

(2) Wthin 180 days of the effective date of this
section, the departnent shall submt final rul emaking on the
proposal under paragraph (1) to the Legislative Reference
Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. The
regul ation shall take effect within one year of the effective
date of this section.

Section 6. This act shall take effect as foll ows:

(1) Section 3 (section 1011) and section 5 shall take
effect imredi ately.

(2) Section 4 (sections 1070 through 1080) shall take
ef fect upon the effective date of the regul ations promul gated
under section 5.

(3) The renmainder of this act shall take effect in one

year.
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