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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1178 =%

I NTRODUCED BY LI NCOLN, NOVEMBER 19, 1987

REFERRED TO ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
NOVEMBER 19, 1987
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AN ACT
Designating Bear Run in Fayette County as a conponent of the
Pennsyl vani a Scenic Rivers Systemin accordance with the
Pennsyl vani a Scenic Rivers Act; providing for cooperation by
State agencies and | ocal government; limting certain
activities; limting liability; and authorizing the
expenditure of noneys to further the purposes of the act.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Bear Run
Scenic River Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and purpose.
The Departnent of Environnental Resources has, in accordance
with the act of Decenber 5, 1972 (P.L.1277, No.283), known as
t he Pennsyl vania Scenic Rivers Act, fulfilled its obligations
and responsibilities prerequisite to the designation of a
portion of Bear Run and a segnent of its major tributary, Beaver

Run, as a conponent of the Pennsyl vania Scenic Rivers System

The designation of a portion of Bear Run and a segnent of its
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maj or tributary, Beaver Run, is for the purpose of recognizing
its inherent qualities and protecting the scenic qualities and
recreational values of this relatively undevel oped river
corridor in accordance with the policy and provisions of the
Pennsyl vani a Sceni ¢ Rivers Act.
Section 3. Designation and classification.

(a) The 4.3 mle segnment of Bear Run in Fayette County,
including a portion of the Beaver Run tributary and rel ated
adj acent land area, is designated as a conponent of the
Pennsyl vani a Sceni c Rivers system under the act of Decenber 5,
1972 (P.L.1277, No.283), known as the Pennsyl vania Scenic Rivers
Act. This conmponent, referred to as the Bear Run Scenic R ver
Corridor, is wholly contained on Western Pennsyl vani a
Conservancy property. The boundaries and termni of this
conponent have been defined by the Departnent of Environnental
Resources and are shown on a map entitled "Bear Run Study" which
is on file and available for public inspection in the Division
of Land Records, of the Pennsylvania Historical and Miseum
Conmmi ssi on.

(b) Segnents of the conponent are classified as foll ows:

(1) Bear Run - Fromthe 2,080 foot el evation where the

stream becones perennial to the eastern edge of the tunnel

whi ch all ows Bear Run to flow under the B&0O Railroad grade -

3.6 mles - Scenic.

(2) Beaver Run fromthe Tree/ Teaberry Trail to its

confluence with Bear Run - 0.7 miles - Scenic.
Section 4. | npoundnents.

Dans, inpoundnents or other structures which alter the free
flow characteristics of Bear Run, other than structures whose

primary purpose is to enhance water quality or fish habitat or
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to serve research purposes shall not be permitted within the
conponent .
Section 5. Managenent responsibilities.

The Western Pennsyl vani a Conservancy shall exercise
adm nistrative responsibilities in inplenenting its managenent
pl ans for this conmponent. Should projects within the Bear Run
Scenic River Corridor be needed which require intradepartnental
permtting or State agency consistency, actions concerning such
projects shall be guided by the "Managenent QGui del i nes For
Rivers Wthin The Scenic Cassification,"” as outlined in the
text of the "Bear Run Study" conducted by the Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Resources under the act of Decenber 5, 1972
(P.L.1277, No.283), known as the Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers Act.
Section 6. Cooperation and coordi nation.

Al State agencies are authorized to seek the help of and
enter into agreenents with | ocal governnents and concerned
private individuals and organi zations with the view of fostering
cooperation and coordination to further the purpose of this act.
Section 7. Limtation of liability.

The provisions of the act of February 2, 1966 (1965 P.L. 1860,
No. 586), entitled "An Act Encouragi ng | andowners to make | and
and water areas available to the public for recreational
purposes by limting liability in connection therewith, and

repealing certain acts,” limting the liability of |and and
wat er area owners who nake them available to the public for
recreational purposes wthout charge shall be applicable to
owners of land and water areas within the Bear Run scenic river
conmponent, including such land and water areas in which the
Commonweal th or any political subdivision thereof has acquired

an easenent or other interest |ess than fee sinple.
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1 Section 8. Zoning powers.

2 Not hing in this act shall be construed as granting any new
3 zoning powers to the Commonweal th or any political subdivision
4 thereof or any municipal authority therein.

5 Section 9. Expenditures of funds.

6 The Departnent of Environmental Resources is authorized to
7 expend noneys, when avail able, for:

8 (1) Technical assistance for inplenmentation of and

9 pl anni ng under the study of Bear Run conducted by the
10 Depart ment of Environnmental Resources under the act of
11 Decenber 5, 1972 (P.L. 1277, No.283), known as the
12 Pennsyl vani a Scenic Rivers Act and known as the "Bear Run
13 St udy. "
14 (2) Assistance in the education of the general public
15 regardi ng the Scenic Rivers designation under this act.
16 Section 10. Effective date.
17 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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