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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 307  *5a”

I NTRODUCED BY SWEET, JUNE 27, 1988

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JUNE 28, 1988
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorial i zing Congress to appropriate funds for the Low I ncone

Hone Energy Assistance Block Gant for the fiscal year 1989

at a level of $1.567 billion, which reflects the anmount

included in HR 4783, passed by the United States House of

Representatives on June 15, 1988.

WHEREAS, A United States Senate Appropriations subcommttee
has proposed a | evel of funding at $1.187 billion, which is $380
mllion or 24%1|ess than the | evel authorized in HR 4783 and
22.5% 1 ess than the 1988 funding | evel; and

WHEREAS, This reduction would nmean a $23 nmillion | oss of Low
I ncone Hone Energy Assistance Program (LI HEAP) funds for the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Public Wl fare
estimates that 800,000 households in the State are
programmatically eligible to receive LIHEAP benefits; and

WHEREAS, Only 418, 000 househol ds, or just over half the
potentially eligible population, received LI HEAP cash benefits

during the 1987-1988 program year; and

WHEREAS, Low incone citizens pay, on the average, 15% of
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their incone for energy, contrasted with 5% paid by the average
American famly; and

WHEREAS, Any further reduction in LIHEAP funding will create
undue hardship for those it is designed to assist by reducing
the |l evel of benefits or by reducing eligibility requirenents
for Pennsyl vani a househol ds fromthe present 150% of poverty to
a level closer to 110% and

WHEREAS, The oil overcharge noneys presently being used to
suppl enent Federal LIHEAP dollars in Pennsylvania are
insufficient to neet the continuing needs of the program and

WHEREAS, It is our obligation to address the needs of | ow
i ncome househol ds in our Commonweal th; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nmenorialize the Congress of the
United States to appropriate funds for the Low | ncone Energy
Assi stance Bl ock Grant for the fiscal year 1989 at a | evel of
not | ess than $1.567 billion, which reflects the anmpunt
authorized in HR 4783, passed by the United States House of
Representatives on June 15, 1988; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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