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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 146  *55°

I NTRODUCED BY S. H SM TH, LANGIRY, BLAUM GAMBLE, NAHILL,
BARLEY, FOX, HAGARTY, GODSHALL, JACKSQON, DI ETTERI CK, FARGO
NOYE, DI STLER, HECKLER, HERSHEY, E. Z. TAYLOR, SAURVAN, BUNT,
TRELLO, CLYMER, BOWEY, BOWSER AND HALUSKA, JULY 1, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JULY 2, 1987
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the Governor to appoint a special comm ssion to devel op

recommendations for dealing with the inpact of strikes on the

educational process in this Comonwealth.

VWHEREAS, The effect of |lost instructional tinme due to school
wor k st oppages on the educational welfare of the students of
t his Commonweal th is inmmeasurable; and

WHEREAS, Recent reports have pointed to this Commonweal th's
hi story of work stoppages, conflict and strikes as a deterrent
to econom c devel opnent. As part of its 1987 "Action Agenda for

Pennsyl vani a," the Pennsyl vani a Busi ness Roundt abl e stated that,

as an issue, "School strikes............. nmust be addressed”; and
WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania | eads the nation in the nunber of

school strikes, having endured 505 strikes since the enactnent

of the act of July 23, 1970 (P.L.563, No.195), known as the

Publ i c Enpl oye Rel ations Act, averagi ng 30 such work stoppages

per year. Public school strikes account for nore than 65% of the

total strikes in the State; and
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WHEREAS, Business interests, school officials, parental
groups, and even the original framer of Act 195, have called for
governmental action to limt the inpact of teacher strikes on
t he educati onal process; and

WHEREAS, Wil e di sagreenment exists on specific renmedies to
address this issue, a critical need exists to exam ne the
probl em of teacher strikes and their negative inpact on the
educational climate of this Commonweal th. The 1987 | ong-range
econoni ¢ strategy report by the Pennsyl vani a Busi ness
Roundt abl e, Partnership for Pennsylvani a Devel opnent,
recommended that, "the | eadership of both | abor and managenent
in the public school setting work together to inprove
Pennsyl vania's record”; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Governor
to appoint a special conm ssion to study the issue of school
strikes in this Commonweal th in order to reconmmrend viabl e
alternatives, both legislative and non-1legislative, to curtai
t he negative effects of such strikes on the welfare of the
students of this Commonweal th's public schools, on the entire
educati onal process, and on the econom c conpetitiveness of the
State; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the menbership of the comm ssion be appointed
by the Governor and include: the Secretary of Education, who
shall serve as its Chairman; the Secretary of Labor and
I ndustry; the Chairman of the State Board of Education, or his
desi gnee, who nust be a nmenber of the State Board; four nenbers
of the General Assenbly, one each to be appointed by the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, the Mnority Leader of the
House of Representatives, the President pro tenpore of the

Senate and the Mnority Leader of the Senate; two
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representatives each fromthe Pennsylvania State Education
Associ ati on and the Pennsyl vani a Federation of Teachers; two
representatives designated by the Pennsyl vani a School Boards
Associ ation; two representatives of the Pennsyl vania Associ ation
of School Adm nistrators; and six representatives of the general
public, two of whom shall represent parental interests, two of
whom shal | be recogni zed experts in the field of public sector
| abor relations and none of whom shall be nenbers of any of the
previ ously desi gnated agencies or organi zations; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That appropriate staff for the commi ssion be
provi ded by the Departnent of Education; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ssion report its findings and
recommendations to the Governor and the General Assenbly within
one year of its formation; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
t he Honorabl e Robert P. Casey, Governor, Conmonweal th of

Pennsyl vani a.
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