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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2446 *5a”

I NTRODUCED BY FOX, BELARDI, RAYMOND, E. Z. TAYLOR, VEON
J. L. WRIGHT, BOASER, NAHI LL, MORRI'S, CORNELL, MHALE,
SEMVEL, DeLUCA, C VERA, LANGIRY, FARMER, R C. WRI GHT,
McVERRY, BUNT, TlIGUE, O BRI EN, VROON, | TKIN, KENNEY AND
LASH NGER, MAY 9, 1988

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, NMAY 9, 1988

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Novenber 26, 1975 (P.L.438, No.124),
entitled, as anended, "An act establishing child protective
services; providing procedures for reporting and
i nvestigating the abuse of children; establishing and
provi ding access to a Statewi de central register and pendi ng
conplaint file on child abuse; investigating such reports;
provi ding for taking protective action including taking a
child into protective custody; placing duties on the
Department of Public Wl fare and county children and youth
soci al service agencies; establishing child protective
services in each county children and youth social service
agency; and providing penalties,” defining neglect; further
defining child abuse and sexual abuse; further providing for
recor dkeepi ng duties of the departnment and for duties of
child protective services concerning reports of abuse; and
providing for training and certification of caseworkers and
for positive parenting courses and for funding thereof.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definitions of "child abuse" and "sexual
abuse" in section 3 of the act of Novenber 26, 1975 (P.L.438,
No. 124), known as the Child Protective Services Law, anmended
June 10, 1982 (P.L.460, No.136), are anmended and the section is

anmended by adding a definition to read:



Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:

"Child abuse" neans serious physical or nmental injury which
is not explained by the avail able nedical history as being
accidental, or sexual abuse or sexual exploitation, or serious

physi cal neglect, of a child under 18 years of age, [if]

regardl ess of whether the injury, abuse or neglect has been
caused by the acts or om ssions of the child' s parents or by a
person responsible for the child s welfare, or any individual
residing in the sane hone as the child, or a paranour of a

child s parent or any other person, provided, however, no child

shall be deened to be physically or nentally abused for the sole
reason he is in good faith being furnished treatnent by
spiritual neans through prayer alone in accordance with the
tenets and practices of a recognized church or religious

denom nation by a duly accredited practitioner thereof or is not
provi ded specified nmedical treatnment in the practice of
religious beliefs, or solely on the grounds of environnental
factors which are beyond the control of the person responsible
for the child s welfare such as inadequate housing, furnishings,
i ncome, clothing and nedical care.

* * %

"Neqgl ect" includes failure to provide nedical care or proper

nutrition.

"Sexual abuse" [neans] includes the obscene or pornographic
phot ographing, filmng or depiction of children for comerci al
pur poses, or the rape, nolestation, incest, prostitution, or

ot her such forns of sexual exploitation of children under
circunstances which indicate that the child' s health or welfare

is harmed or threatened thereby, as determ ned in accordance
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with regul ations prescribed by the secretary.

* x *

Section 2. Section 14(i) of the act, anmended July 1, 1985
(P.L.124, No.33), is anended to read:

Section 14. Record Keeping Duties of the Departnent.--* * *

(i) The Statew de central register shall include and shal
be limted to the followi ng informati on: the nanes, soci al
security nunbers, age and sex of the subjects of the reports;
the date or dates and the nature and extent of the alleged
i nstances of suspected child abuse; the hone addresses of
subjects of the report; the county in which the suspected abuse
occurred; famly conposition; the nane and rel ationship, if any,
to the abused child of the person or persons responsible for
causi ng the abuse; the source of the report; services planned or
provi ded; whether the report is a founded report, an indicated
report; and the progress of any |egal proceedi ngs brought on the
basis of the report of suspected child abuse.

* x *

Section 3. Section 16 of the act is anended by adding a
subsection to read:

Section 16. Child Protective Service Responsibilities and

Organi zation; Local Plan.--* * *

(f) The departnent shall establish a programto train and

certify children and youth caseworkers. Only certified children

and youth caseworkers shall be enpl oyed as caseworkers to carry

out the provisions of this act.

Section 4. Section 17(4) of the act is anended to read:
Section 17. Duties of the Child Protective Service
Concerni ng Reports of Abuse.--Each child protective service

shal | :
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* * %

(4) Upon receipt of each report of suspected child abuse,
commence [within 24 hours,] an appropriate investigation which

shall include a visit to the hone of the child or children

within 24 hours and a determ nation of the risk to such child or

children if they continue to remain in the existing hone
environment, as well as a determ nation of the nature, extent,
and cause of any condition enunerated in such report, and, after
seeing to the safety of the child or children, forthwith notify
the subjects of the report in witing, of the existence of the
report and their rights pursuant to this act in regard to
anmendnent or expungenent. The investigation shall be conpleted
wi thin 30 days.

* %k

Section 5. Section 18 of the act, anended June 10, 1982
(P.L.460, No.136), is anended to read:

Section 18. Cooperation of O her Agencies.--(a) The
secretary may request and shall receive from departnents,
boards, bureaus, or other agencies of the Conmonweal th, or any
of its political subdivisions, or any duly authorized agency, or
any ot her agency providing services under the local child
protective services plan such assistance and data as will enable
the departnent and the child protective services to fulfill
their responsibilities properly, including | aw enforcenent
per sonnel when assi stance is needed in conducting an
i nvestigation of alleged child abuse. School districts shal
cooperate with the departnent and the agency by providing them
upon request with such information as is consistent with | aw.

(b)Y In cooperation with the Departnment of Education, the

departnent shall devel op and i npl enent courses in positive
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1 parenting in schools and social service agencies. The courses

2 shall stress general health, nutrition and devel opnent al

3 information for new fanlies.

4 Section 6. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:
5 Section 24.1. Voluntary Contribution System--(a) The

6 Departnent of Revenue shall provide a space on the face of the
7 Pennsylvani a individual incone tax return form whereby an

8 individual may voluntarily designate a contribution of any

9 anount desired to the Child Abuse Prevention Fund, which is

10 hereby created in the General Fund. The fund shall be used

11 exclusively for the prevention of child abuse, including, but
12 not limted to, the funding of salaries of certified children
13 and youth caseworkers.

14 (b) The anmpunt so designated by an individual on the incone
15 tax return formshall be deducted fromthe tax refund to which
16 such individual is entitled and shall not constitute a charge
17 against the incone tax revenues due the Commonweal th.

18 (c) The Departnent of Revenue shall deternmi ne annually the
19 total anount designated pursuant to this section and shal
20 report such anount to the State Treasurer, who shall transfer
21 such anmount fromthe General Fund to the Child Abuse Prevention
22 Fund. The Departnent of Revenue shall be reinbursed fromthe
23 fund for any admi nistrative costs incurred above and beyond the
24 cost savings it realizes as a result of individual total refund
25 designations.
26 (d) The Departnent of Revenue shall provide adequate
27 information concerning the Child Abuse Prevention Fund in its
28 instructions which acconpany State incone tax return forns,
29 which shall include the listing of an address, furnished to it

30 by the departnent, to which contributi ons may be sent by those
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t axpayers wi shing to contribute to the fund but who do not

recei ve refunds.

(e) This section shall apply to taxable years begi nni ng on

or after January 1, 1989.

aa A W N P

Section 7. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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